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Juft Publiih'd the 2d Edition of, 

A Lftthr to the Bifhopof Ely, up- 
2^^ on thp Occafion of his fupposM late 
C iri^i::!! (laid to be dcliver'd at Cam- 
lri{he^ oAngufl 7th, 1716) as far as relates 
to what is therein urg'd againfty Frequent 
Communion ; and for die pretended Epifcopal 
ReformM Churches of Tranfylvaniaj Great 
Tolandy and TruJJia : By the Author of this 
Book, Sold by the Bookfellers : Price Six 
Pence, 
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CONSTITUTION 

VINDICATED, 

And Set in a 

TRUE LIGHT. 

OfFer'd to the Confidf:*ration of the 

Bifliop of BANGOR: 

WITH AN 

APPENDIX, 

Containing lb me 

Reflexions upon Jiis Lordfliip's Candor, 
Sincerity, Erudition, and ftrong Realbn- 
ing in his Trefervative : Or, oApfeal to 
the Chrifiian Laity. 
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If you take :iv ..= \\}v Law, all Things will fall into 
Confufion, evry Man will become a Law unto 
himlelf, which in the deprav'd condition of Hu- 
mane Katiirc, niuft needs Produce many great 
Enormities. Luft will become a Law, and Envy 
will become a Law, Covetoufncfs and Ambition 
will become l,aws-, and what Diftates, what 
Decifions fuch Laws will Produce, may eafily be 
dilcern'd. Py^'j Sr^eech again ft the Lord Strafford* 
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PREFACE 

'Tn HE LMd Tretences a Tarty in this 
I Nation continually make to Liberty 
undTro^ertyj the Laws and Conftitutions 
of their Country ^ have frovok^dme to [each 
whether Reafon or A'oije is moji on their fide^ 
in this fearch I confirm'^ d my felf every ftc] 
i went^ more firon^y in my O^inion^ that theje 
Men aBed and thought T)iametrically oj>fo^ 
fite to the Good of their Country^ that they 
o-ffer'^d the greateft Violation to the Laws of 
God and . Men in their Notions of Govern^ 
ment. 

The Word Parliament made fuch a terri^ 
lie found as wou^d Intimidate a Terfon of 
fmall Refolution and Courage^ and make him 
forego the Argument even thro'^ Fear* ^ 
Stranger to the Controverjy wou^d Imagine^ 
that parliaments were as a4ntient at leafi^ 
as the Floods and that a Houfe of Cotnmons 
was freferv^d in NoahV e4rk : ^ut alasj I 
found their Tower j and their "Being of a 
much later Date. They were raised by our 
Kjngs to ^allance a Houfe of Lords^ and 
fnayy for ought I knowy he a very <Auguft Ho^ 
dy. 'But however j the Lords were before 
V»/^ and Kjngs before '*em alii 

I cannot find any Reafon to think the Coin^ 
inons weri calPd before Htehry ifii who was 
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mdouhedly an UfurPer. "But theUj as Sir 
Robert Fiimcr has otferv^dj only a confused 
Nmibcr were fnffer^d to come. 'But the Re- 
gular fending Metulers hy EletHon and the 
Kjng^s IVrit^ did not Commence till Henry 3^. 

The Houje of Lords was much more oAnti^ 
^nt^ and was calPd the Great Council of the 
Nation^ and the Council of "Barons^ zvhich 
coHjifled of Temporal Lords and liipofs. 

Tbofe therefore who jlrenuoufly ajjert the 
C'Ami'juity of Tarliameuts^ and fix Vw to 
the time of SVilliam the Conquerour^ if not 
higher ; / fay^ thefe Men mujt either prove 
the Commo?is voere in Tarliament before 
Henry ly?, or they muft grant that an Houfe 
of Commons e.intiently was not ejj'ential to 
a Tarliame?/tj and that the Houfe of Lords 
was ftich without them. 

"But if we Examine what thefe Lords were 
in whom arefuffos^d to be the Sufream Tow^' 
er of the Natioii^ even they were the Crea^ 
tures of the Kjngj they were Created hy hiniy 
anden]oy'*d all their Honours andTrivileges hy 
his Favour : So that to aJJert the Superiority 
of fuch a parliaments is ahfurdy and this 
adrgument alone is Jufficient to (rove Kjnzs 
to be more oAntient than Parliaments^ who 
were only caWd together hy himfelf 

If we Recur to e.4iitiquityy we Jhall find 
that the Clergy formed one of the States of 
the KJngdomy and -were calld to Conjtdt in 
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Cafes of Emergency y when a Houfe of Com^ 
tnons had no "Being. 

Nor were they diftinguijh^d with tlje Cba- 
raBerifiicJzs of the SuPream Tower^ when 
2 9 Members of that Houfe wer^ Trofecuted 
by IndiBment in the KingV Bench, for 'De- 
farting without Licenje from Parliament 
in T)efiance of the Kjn^s Trohihition. This 
was ly 2j of Philip and Mary; the Sub^ 
fiance of the Information I pall give the 
Reader in Englifh, lecaufe it will contribute 
to clear the 'Dijpute : We find in the Tnfti- 
tutes p. 4. c. I . The Information was drawn 
itP by the Kj^ig^s aAttorney : That whereas a 
parliament of our Sovereign Lord and Lady 
was then held at Weftminfter, in the Firfl 
and Second Tear of their Reigns^ in which 
it was forbid by our Lord and Lady^ in the 
fame Parliaments that any Terfon there-to 
Summon'^ djhou'^d not defart from Parliament 
without Special Leave or Licenfe from our 
faid Lord and Lady ; nevertbelefs^ certain 
Terfonsj viz. Thomas Denton, de Com. 
Ox. &c. were Summoned to the faid Tarlia^ 
ment ; but in Contempt of our faid Lord and 
Lady J and of the good of their Country ^ they 
departed from the faid Parliament without 
Leave or Licenfe from our faid Lord and 
Lady^ to the great ^Detriment of this Kjng" 
dom^ and have given thereby an ill Example 
to Tofierity ; the eAttorney demands that a 
legal Trocejs fhou^d be I£u^d forth to make 
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the [aid Thomas Denton, &c, ^nfwer le^ 
fore our Lord and Lady for the [aid Con-^ 
tempt. 

To this Edmund Plowden who was in the 
Information f leaded^ that he was frefent in 
that T^arliament in which it xvas alled^d 
that he was ahfent. 

Sir Edward Cokes Qhfervation u^on this 
Matter was thus. 

^ Tou may Obferve that the foor Commons^ 
^ Members of ^Parliament in Diebus illis h^d 
^ no great "Joy to continue in Tarliament. 

Sir Robert Filmer obferves^ that the Tar- 
liatnent in o^nci^nt Times were Maintained 
by the Kjngy and Fed at his Table. 

eAn Old iVhig who ^av^d the Way for the 
ill Notions which haveprevaiVd in this KJngr 
dom^ in his 'Book calPdy Plato Redivivus, W 
given but a very mean eAccount of an Houfe 
of Commons Original ; He fays moft of the 
Members thought it an Honour to retain to 
fome Great Lord^ and to wear his ''Blue Coat^ 
and when they had made uf their Lord^s 
brainy and Waited uponfhim from his own 
Houfe ta the Lord^s Houfe^ and made a 
Lane for him to Enter^ they departed to 
Sit in the Lower Houfe of Parliament ; fee 
Antidotum Britannicum, jp. 77. 

The Antiquity of the Houfe of Teers is 
leyond diffute. The Saxon Kjngs in their 
Laws mention them by the Name of Sapien- 
tum & Magoatum Concilium. I&ut as to 
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any real eAuthorityy I cannot fee that they 
fnjoy^d the leaft Jhadow there^^ the Saxons 
^ame over with their Swords in their Hands^ 
their Chief Commanders made themfelves 
IQngs^ and if, they Conftituted Guardians 
and Confervators over themfdvesy they were 
little letter than Fools. 

"But however^ we muft Date our Coftfti" 
tut ion from William the Conqtferour^ from 
him we received our Laws and Model of Go- 
vermnenty hut l)e made the Kjngdom a f er- 
feB Tro^erty^ he gave it by Will to the 
Tounger Son^ and Excluded the Elder with - 
out any Intervention of the States ^ nor waa 
his Title ever Quejiion^d Ij the Teoffle^ nor 
can any Inftance he given till very lately ^ of 
any popular EleBion^ Ufurfers have thrufl 
themfelves into a Throne^ hut they have aU 
waies had the fretence of Hereditary Rights 
none ever car^d for a Title which they ow^d 
to the EleBion of a Multitude. 

^Tis the Unhappynefs ef Mankind^ that 
ever Jince the Creation of the World they 
have heen led into Errour hy not fetting a 
right Signification upon Words : They have 
not yet fettled an ahfolute ^Agreement le- 
twfen Ideas andWordsj which are^ and ever 
will he J engaged in an Eternal War. I helieve 
Mankind wou^d not he a little Improved with 
a Treat ife tf that Nature^ to pew what con^ 
fufion that T)i^ention has made amongfi 
them. 

For 
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For ExamfUj the Word King has fet this 
Nation together hy the Ears^ from the very 
Time that the Word hits been known within 
the ReaJm^ hecauje we have not adjufted ottr 
Idea with the Word^ if we mean by Kjng^ 
one that has the Snfream "Power of the Na- 
tiony we Reduce a large Ocean of Difpute 
into a very narrorsjo comPafs^ viz. Whether 
the Supream Tower can be Refijled or no^ if 
the Sufream Tower may he Refiftedj confe^ 
quently^ any Inferiour Tower may he Refifted 
in Society \ and therefore^ no Magiftrates, 
are fecur^d from having their 'Brains regular- 
ly knocked out hy the TeoPle. 

If the I(jng is only a branch (f the Su^ 
Pj^^am Tower^ we mnft find out the other 
^ranchesy a?id fet them all in a fair Light ; 
are they the Houfe of Lords or Commons^ or 
ioth together? If foy let any Man jhewme 
the Sufream Tower after the T^ijfolution of 
the Houfes. Let them fhew me one Mark of 
Super i our Tower which the Kjng does not 
then Enjoy J and I will (hew twenty which 
they couQ never pretend to. 

*^But granting even this^ the Queftion re^ 
ceives a new turn^ Whether England is a 
Monarchy or notf^ Whether it is di/iin- 
guijh^d hy any fignal Criterion from the Com- 
monwealth rf Sparta . 

How much we have the ^Advantage from 
Law and Hiftory I need not here fay. 

Our 
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Our Kjngs ever jjnifd with 'peculiar Tre^ 
rogatives which manifeftly difimguijVd them 
from the States of the Reahiy and flac^d 
^em in an higher Sphere ^ the Neighbouring 
Trinces who fell under their Tower^ did 
Homage to them alone^ without any mention 
of the States of the Realmj or the Tarlia- 
ment ; particularly^ Robert Count of Flan- 
ders, aid Homage loth for Life and Limb 
to Henry the ifl^ only with a Refervation 
to the Right cf Lewis of France, to whom 
he was immediately Suh]eH. The Words are^ 
Robertus Comes Flandriae fide & facramen- 
to affecuravit Regi Henrico Vitam fuam & 
Membra, & Membra quae Corpori fuo per- 
tinent & captionem Corporis fui. See Ry- 
merV Faedera. Vol. i. p. i. 

From this Confideration^ Naturally arife 
thefe following Queftions ; which may give 
fome light into the ^Difpute. 

ifty If a Foreign Country falls under the 
SuljeBion of an Englifli Tower ^ to whom 
does the TMferty of that Country belongs to 
the Kjngy or to the States^ or to both? If 
it belongs to the Kjng^ as his intire Trofer^ 
ty'j he cannot forfeit the fame for Male oAd- 
miniftrationy to the Parliament of England, 
nor can their a4&s bind fuch Suije^s. We 
mufi confider therefore^ both Countries un^ 
der Afferent odllegiancesi^the onetoaMonarch^ 
and the other to a Commonwealth ; for I can 
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Call England no letter^ if our I^ngs are 
not here the Su^ream Tower. 

'But if they Forfeit to the Parliament 
with the Kjng^ the Keafon muft arife from 
hence J that the States^ with the Kjng^ have 
an equal fiare in the iVar^ as being CoJle- 
&ively the Sufream Tower ^ in that Nati- 
on which Carries on the Wary and all the 
infiruments for pirfuiuz the fame^ are fro- i 
cur'^d hy the States with the Kjng. SaBt then \ 
it muji af^ear hy our fuhlick Records^ that 
the Tarltament of England in oAncient 
Times were fo much Concern^ d^ either in fro-- 
curing the Conquefts^ or pretending a Right 
to them afterwards^ they were kept and 
Transfer'^ dj according as the "Exigence of the 
Times requir^d^ without any Intervention of 
the States^ aU was performed hy the Kjn^s 
Jble ^Authority. 

Laftlyj Iffuch ConqueftsfeU to the States^ 
without theKjngy he is no more concerted than 
Scipio or an Aemilius, to aB as a Servant 
to the Supream Tower ^ and to ^ut them in 
Toffejfion of his Conquefts. ^ut I am very 
Confident J if the Cafe was foy weQiould have 
found fome Jhadow of this among/t the vdu* 
minous CoUeffions cf Mr. Ryniien 

/ Conclude therefore^ that all fucb Con-^ 
fj^efts helong intirely to the Kjftg^ as his 
Property ; which leads me on to the fecqnd 
Queic Whether a Kjng^ ufon Suffofition^ 
that he forfeits his Regalities in England 

upon 



u^on Male (A^iniftratioHj forfeits for the 
jatne FaBs that Regard England his Right 
to Ireland alfo^ I conclude 710 more than ait 
EleBor of Brunfwick, ufon fuppofition of 
Male Q,4dmini/lration in the Empire can le 
afeBed hy any Imperial Editi in his Tretenfi^ 
ens to England. 

oAU that I have faid amounts to this^ the 
,K}% has' evidently the Supr earn Tower ^ he-- 
} cauje all Conquefts hy Englifb o/lrms become 
i' immediately his Troperty. 

^Tis ft range to me that the Senate in Eng- 
land flwi^d he the Sufream Tower ^ and ne^ 
verthelefs there Jhou^a le no Marks left of 
any Homage ever paid to Vw, and that the 
Kjng ft)du^d Exercifey VncontrouPdy and Un^ 
interrupted^ the full Towers of Receiving 
and Transferring Homage at his Tleafure. q,4s 
the Emprefs Maud, without regard to Ste- 
phGnti^ s Tojfejfion J or .to the Right s^ or pre^ 
tended Rights of the States^ made Milo Count 
of Hereford, and gave from her Self and 
her Heirs the Service of Robert de Cha- 
niados, &c. for ever^ as may le jeen in Ry- 
merV Foedera, Vol. i. p. 8. 

From which Confideration arifes another 
Quere, viz. If a King of England fliou'd, 
upon Male Adminiftration, Ceafe to be 
King, as he muft confequently commence a 
Subject, he has die Right to be Try'd and 
Convifted before he can Forfeit his private 
Goods and Chattels. If I am anfzver^d in 
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th(^ Negative^ I conch tk^ that it m/ift le from 
one of thefv ^wo Re/rfonSy he either is inca^ 
fahle of havivg any Trofertv^ or thd* he is 
7iot h/capable cf having Troperty ; ^leverthe- 
lefsj what he Enjoys has not the good For^. 
tune to he his own ? and Ije is ?io viore than 
a Serva7it pit in Truft i^cith Goods^ to 
which he hiis no Rights otherwife than as ly 
the fn-fjerance of his Makers be can make Vje 
thereof. i 

If we grant the firfi^ That the King is \ 
not capable of Property, he is in a worfe 
Condition than any Subjed in the King- 
dom. 

Sat // he b capable of Troperty^ we mufi 
diftinguijij in his lehalf thoje Goods which 
are his proper Own^ and thofe which belong 
to the States^ if he Loofes the latter ; nei^ 
ther the Law of God or Man jufii/ies taking 
from him the former. 

• If his Farms^ Re?itSy a?id Crow7i-hands 
do belong to the Utatesy he htis for at 
leaft^ one Thoiifaf^ds Tearsy been very 'Bnfy 
in givi?ig away what was not his own^ eAli- 
eolations and 'Donations of the fame were 
never QueftioiPd^ nor is there a Whig in this 
Kingdom who Enjoys fuch La?ids with any 
fcn^ple about the Title. 

1 conclude frojnhence^that a7t exiV dMonarch 
has at leafl a Right to his 'Bedy and to the 
Necejjaries of Life to be fe^it after^ unlefs he 
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flies from Jufticey and refufes to at^ear after 
proper Summons. 

'But ah&Sy thefe are meer Supfojition.% 
that have no Fou?idation hut the ^ir ; our 
Kf^g^ ^^^ f^ f^^ fofn heifig incapalle of 
TroPerty^ that all Troperty of the SubjeH is 
derived from Them ; ^ Sir Robert Filmer 
ohfervesy from a Speech Serjant Heall made 
in Parliaments 450!, Eliz. He marvaird 
the Houfe ftood either at the Granting of a 
Subfidy or time of Payment, when all we 
have is her Ma)eftics, and fhe may Lawfully 
at her Pleafnre take it from us ; and that 
Ilie had as much Right to all our Lands 
and Goods, as to any Revenue of the Crown, 
and he faid he cou'd prove it by Prece- 
dents in the time of Henry ^dj King Johny 
and King Stephen. See the Freeholders 
Grand Inquefty p. 85. 

We muft ohferve^ this was SpoTze in Tar- 
liament to the Reprefentdtives of the Teo-^ 
pie i/i Offofition to them^ and he was not 
Qtteftioi^d or Called upon by the Houfe to 
Explain upon that SttbjeHy which Wizs a 
Tacit ^Acknowledgement of the Truth of what 
he there 'Deliver'^ d. 

Tou will alfo find in the 'Body of this "Book^ 
Troofs that the firft Kjngs had all the La7ids 
of England in their own property. 

I premife thefe Things only tor let the Rea-^ 
der fee what Injufiice our Kj^g^ ^ten Suffer^ 
when they are driven into Exile or 'Deposed. 
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TJjey are Vujiifh^d without Trials Condentn^d^ 
Unhear^dy and are Rol^d even of the Trivi^ 
leges of the Meaneft SubjeH Vinthout Re^ 
drefs. 

I may alfo venture to fay^ that Englifh- 
nien are fometimes too precipitant in their 
Proceedings agai7tft their Monarchs^ whofe 
Faults have not been fo olviom to every un- 
derftandingy as to Jeem to merit fuch IJfage^ 
Richard 2d's fate^ and Edward the sd's, 
ma)tes lut a dark figure in our Hiftory^ and 
fo much the worfe^ hecaufe the Laws of 
Nature were Violated^ and the neareft in 
VBlood were called in to finifi the VVorh of 
Horror. 

*But to return^ J have one Toint to injifi up. 
on^ which isy that an Englifh I(;ng cannot he 
fuhjeH to the Tarliament abftraHedly conjp^ 
der'^dj as an Houje ef Lords and Commofis^ 
hecaufe he receives not his Tower from them 
alone^ lut Succeeds to the Crown Jure Haere- 
ditario. 

If we Confult the Civilians what Jus 
Haereditarium mea^is^ we pall find it is Suc- 
ccffio in omnia jura Defunfti, and there are 
two nsoays of oltaitiing this Right ^ viz, ei^ 
ther hy Tefiament or without j as for Infcance^ 
James 2d was Haeres Inteftatus ^(? Charles ^At* 
Second^ hecaufe thcP he was not made fo hy 
Wi% yet as Cufiom had ever made without a 
vjanifefi Will to the contrary^ the neareft in 
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^lood the Succeeding KJ7ig^ James, as fucb 
had an Indiffutahle Right thereto. 

"But th(P Henry 2d, dwmig StepbenV hife^ 
had a more clear Title to the Crown than 
that Ufur^er^ neverthelefs^ to accommodate 
the ^ijpute letween both Tarties.^ an (Agree- 
ment was made^ a7id without any Inter- 
ventioTi of a Tarliament^ Stephen appointed 
Henry 2d to Succeed him in this Man- 
ner. 

Sciatis quod ego Rex Stephanus Henricum 
Ducem Normanniae poll: me SuccefTorem 
Regni Anglia & Haeredem meum jure Haere- 
ditario Conftitui & fu ei & Haeredibus fuis 
Regnum Angliae Donavi & Confirmavi. 

Kj^ow ye J That I Kjng Stephen have oAp^ 
fointedHtnry Duke of Normandy, niy Sue- 
cejjor to the Kjngdom of England, and my 
Heir hy Hereditary Right j and thus I have 
Confirmed to him and to his Heirs the 
Kjngdom of England. See RymerV Foedera. 
Tom. I. p. i^. 

I co7iclude from hence^ That the Crown of 
England was at that time Hereditary^ md 
if we Trofecute our former definition of He^ 
reditary Righty we fhall gain 710 trifling 
^Argument to Support o:.r ^ieflion. If 
Stephen had not the Sole Property of the 
Kjngdom of England, he coud not Conjii- 
tute Henry his Heir a7td Succeffor^ to that 
Crown^ for Stephen^ fuppos^d Right mu/l be 
either Temporary y Succeffive^ or none at all ; 
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if Temporary^ he cou^d not make Henry Suc^ 
ceed to thoje Rights j which were not in his 
T)iffofal after his Deaths lut Reverted 
to other Teofle from a more eAntient 
Right. 

2. If it was SucceJJivej the Rights to that 
Crown were Indefendantly his own^ and he 
€ou*d Confequently make Henry, or any other 
Terfon Heir to them he fleas'^ d. 

^. If he had no Right at all to the Troper-- 
ty of the faid Kingdom^ he was Intrufied as 
a Servant^ and cou\d not appoint Henry Heir 
thereto by JViJl. 

From what has leen faid^ I conclude the 
property of the Crown muft he Solely Inveft- 
€d in our Kjngs^ and they may appoint whom 
they pleafe Heirs thereto. 

I fiaJl only clofe up this ^Argument with 
an Obfervationj that Stephen neither claimed 
bis Right by Tojfejfion^ nor by the Choice of a 
^Parliament ; but upon an Oath a Lord Stew- 
ard made^ that Maud the Emprefs was E:k- 
eluded h Will. 

We pnd likewife in an Epiftle that Hen- 
ry 2d. Wrote to the Tope concernvtg the Re- 
bellion cf his SonSy Et quod fine Lacrymis 
non dico contra Sanguinem meum & vifcerja 
mea cogor odium mortale concipere & ex- 
trancos mihi quserere Succeflbres, with Tears 
in my Eyes I /peak ity I am forced to en- 
gender in my Mind a mortal Hatred againft 
my own Flejh and "Bloody and feek out for 
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Heirs more Remote. RymerV Fcedera. Tom* 
I. p. J5. 

"But fome^ notwithftanding theje flain and 
evident Troofs^ infift ufon the Legijlative 
T^wer of the Two Hottfes^ which is not 
near fo oAntient as fome fretendj neither can 
they he [aid to enjoy the fame Compleatly at 
this T)ay. 

We may fee in RymerV Fcedera, a Letter 
of Henry the Seconds^ which had the Force of 
a Law} it declar'^dy That if any Ship fhou'd 
be WreckM upon the Coafts of England^ 
Ticardy^ i^c. If any Eiving Creature efcap'd 
out of the Ship, even a Dog, neither he nor 
his Succeflbr fhouM Claim the Wreck of 
that Ship, nor any other Perfon who fliou'd 
have Property in the Wrecks. The Kjn^s 
Tretenfions to thefe Wrecks was Founded u^- 
€71 the Cuftom of Nations : "But he "was 
fleas'^ d in this Letter to recede fo far as to 
fufpend his Claim^ if even a T)og was found 
to efcafe alive. 

From whence I ohferve^ 

I ft. That he was looked upon as the Sove- 
reign Tower J for ly the Rhodian Law, und 
iy the Law of Nations^ fuch Wrecks belonged 
to that Tower alone. 

2d. If he had not leen the Supream Le^ 
giflative Tower ^ he coi^d not make a Law to 
affeB the Rights of others ; for this Law ex^ 
tended to his Heirsy and to any Terfo7i to 
whom fuch Troperty fhou^d be Farnfd. The 

Let- 
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Letter may le feen in RymerV Foedera* 
Tom. p. 36. 

MoUoy, I futfofey iJoas not JenfiUe of this 
Letter; when he Wrote his TraH De jure 
Maritimo, hecaftfe he afcrihes the firfi Tro^ 
mulgation of this Law toKjng Richard, which 
was really ijfu^d forth hy Henry 2d. 

In the Agreement between Henry 2d, and 
his Kehelliom and Ungracious Sons^ it was 
ftifulatedy That thofe who in Fighting a- 
gainft the Father had RobM the Subjeft, and 
ran away with their Goods, might Return 
and not be obligM to Anfwer for the fame ; 
which was much a dif^ofing away the 
Troperty of the Snhjeff^ as if it had been for- 
malty pafs'^d by eA^ of parliaments arid we 
cannot but remember ^ very lately ^ the Soldiers 
who made too Free with the Teoples Goods 
at Prefton, cou^d be Indeinfiified only by an 
^H of the States. 

The Words are^ 

Itaque q[uod de catallis quae a^portaterimt 
inrecclTu luo non refpondeant. See RytfierV 
Foedera. Tom. i. p. 38. 

Richard ift. Exercised the Legiflative far t^- 
as high as any Terfon can conceive j in Efla^ 
blifmig by his own ^Authority Naval Tunijh^ 
ments ; for immediately before his Voyage to 
Jeriifalem, he ijju^d forth an Order for the 
feveral forts of either Capital or Lejjer *P//- 
nipmentSj which fl)ou^d be incurr'^d by thofe 
who oAceomfany^d him in his Journey : Jfany 

Ter^ 
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^erfon cAn find an Houfe of Lords or Com^ 
mons in this Ordinance^ muft (train the Senje 
very high\ the Words- run thusj Sciatis nos 
de coinmuni proborum virorum Concilio fe- 
ciffe has Juftitias Subfcriptas. 

Let 'em know we have made thefe Laws 
by the Advice of Honeft Men. 

The Ordinance may he feen in the (tApfen- 
diXy N. 2. and in Ryffler'x Foederia. Tom.. 
1. p. 65. 

I^ fhi'srwcre indvded heathy 'Baniptnentj 
kn-dfecuMary'MulBs.' ^ 

We Jhall find when he was taken Trifonery 
hy his Letters to his JufticeSy without any 
intervention of a parliament ^ he raifed^ ifi 
thoJh'TDaysy an immenfe Sum of Mony. 
\'i% He oArhitrarity took away the Goods 
df^i^eX)^^^^ which at that time was ras 
fixon^y fecm^d ^ri^erty^ as was in the 
whdle Kingdom ; ^he caud it borrowing : 
"But hoifoevery to ISorrow with fueh a War- 
rant as cou^d not he Kefift:edy was little letter 
than Taking away hy Force. 

2d. He oArhitrarity Demanded the ChiU 
dren of NohlemeH for Hofiagesy who were 
accordingly - T>eliver^d to the EmPeror f&r 
Security y '^which Jhow^d a Manifefi Tower a- 
ver the Liberties of the Nobility. 

3d/ Do^dfr Kennet is ^leas^d to acknow- 
lege that , he raised the Mony hy Imfofi^ 
Twenty , Shillings ufon every Kpight^s fee^ 
taking the Fourth Tarf of all Laymens Re^ 
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venues^ and Chrzymen^s^ with a Fourth Tart 
of their Goods : The Chalices a?id Treafures 
of all Churches voi're t/ikcn to wake up the 
Sum, 

If the T)oclor catijuid a'dy ^AH of Tar^ 
liame?tt to raifc this. Monj^ h^ will haffie my 
Q,^rgt{ment ; hit he knows the contrary ; be 
kuowsy if he is half the Hiftorianrbe -pretends 
to he J that no parliament cou^d or did fit at 
that time. . . ' 

oAnother InP^ance of Richard i ft. Legijla^ 
five Tower ^ I find in the 1 04 -j^age of the 
fame Volume. 

The Tope Writes a Confirmation of a Sta^ 
tute made hyKidmvdy in which he recites the 
Statute at large ; and we Jhall find hy the 
Stile ^ it was no more than a Letter undet 
his own hand: In this he folemtfly ,Ena^Sy 
That in Confideration of .tlie Care and AflPe- 
QiiOii of his Clergy, in Contributing tlieir 
Plate and Riches to his Sei-vice, the ifice De- 
mands fliould not be made, eitlier by hini- 
felf, or by iiis Pofterity, for the future, upi- 
on any Pretence whatfoever, and that all the 
Liberties of the Church fhould be inviola- 
bly preferv'd. 

H^e find this Letter "Bound loth himfelf 
and his Toflerity 7tot to Raife any Taxes upou 
the Church; and accordingly y the Clergy j 
ever fince^till the Reign of Kjng Charles, ^^tv 
Taxed themfelvesy in Convocation \ or at 
\ hafi^ they had a Legal Claim to thai Tri . 
. vilege 



vilege^ altho^ a huUying Monarchy or an 
TJfuirfir^ might incroach thereupon -y' they 
have thought fit fince^ to recede from the on- 
ly Trivilege that could make a^ Monarchy 
from a7iy rolitical View^ think it worth 
his while to attach them to his Interefts ; 
the Confequences they have fnce feverely felt. 

Terhafs fome Men who have takenr Op- 
fort unity from the defrefs'^d and miferahle 
State (f the Clergy^ in late T)ays^ fnay de^ 
ride this Notion^ and fancy our fathers had 
no more veneration for their Religion^ than 
their Tofterity : 'But we (hall find^ even Kjng 
John, wko perhaps wm not the hefi Chri- 
ftian in his Days^ looked upon thefe Trivia 
leges of the Church as unfur mount abh : He 
wrote a nwji fuhmijftve Letter to the Clergy y, 
and ur^d them from all the Motives of In^ 
tereft and Honour^ to raife a Sum of Money 
to advance Otho to the Empire ; which we. 
may fee in RymerV Foedera, Tom. i. p. i jo. 
His Spirit when he wrote to them^ feem^d 
to favour of a little Chriftianity^ and he con- 
descended to '^eg of thofe whom his oAnce^ 
fiors had been us'^d to Tlunder. 

The like humble Letter he wrote to the 
Ciftertian Monksj to beg their oAjftfiance 
againft the French Kjng \ which may be feen 
ib* p. 1 J 2. He fent a Letter upon an eAc- 
count of the like Nature^ to the Clergy of 
Ireland, vid. p* xj^* 

. . ♦ ■ • / 

b 2 T« 



in 3 

To.jhew. the Deference the, "Bijbdp^ of that 
eAge required ; the Kjfig did not fo much of 
pretend to write to them in a Mandatory 
Utile ; an Jnftance of which may he gtven^ 
p. 158. 

He defires the ^ifhops to intercede ivitb 
the To£e in his behalf. ' • ' \ 

I have extended this Treface hyond its jufi 
lengthy with no other viewy than to give the. 
Reader a Specimen of what 'Proofs we have 
hi ft ore to fortify our oArgtiment : He may 
fee the Rights of the Kjng and Clergy fairly 
drofdj our old Conflitution entirely negle^ 
cledy and even old Cbrifiianity taking its 
Leave with the reft^ which was indeed the 
true Reafon of my adding fome RefteHions^ 
in my Appendix, on one who wou^d ferfuade 
w ne is ^Bijhop of Bangor. / can only fay^ 
if the WJhop of. Bangor wrote that Treatije^ 
he was a Confummate Tolitician^ as Toliticks 
go ' in thefe .Days. "But if we can fay no more 
ofa'Bifhofs Writings,^ what great addition 
will Religion receive ? Or how will the Cler- 
gy recover their loft Lvjire. 'But '^tis time to 
draw in the Reins^ Tajfiou Indulged mayf^eah 
Extravagant Truths. 

' I muft needs fay our ^4dverfaries have 
taken fevere Methods ; tut the God of Ju^ 
fiice witt TroteH and "Defend his Cflt^fe. 

If J have advanced any Falfehood^ either 

in Toliticks of Religionyl am ready freely 

to Recant ; hut ifl have not^ I furely Me^ 

■ ^ '■ rit 
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rit fomeCoufideration from the Reader. Let 
him lay his Hand upon his "Brea/iy and 
acquit his Confcience offo much as acquiefcing 
in a7iy lujujlice done to God^s Vice-Gere^t^^ 
or in any Flotation of the Laws cf Nature^ 
ff he hasy he may furely defend ufon hisfeeU 
ing the Wfldke ; his own Vrivate TojJeffioHs 
will dwindle away^ his Children will Curfe 
him J and Tofterity remember rhim with a 
Sighy if he is worth any rememlrdnce at all. 
There is a Tower above which made even 
KjngSj and hy whatever fecret ff rings he 
Governs Humane oAffairSy. and however Ir- 
regularly they feem to movCy time will vijibly 
correH their feeming oAnomaliesy and fHew 
how Righteous and lowjuft the Ways of God 
are J we (hall find himftritily f ungual in his 
Tunijbments^ and in his Rewards. 
. Tyrants, and DJur^ers have in aU e4ges 
^revaiPdy fome have gone down to their 
Graves in Teace^ and the reft have funk 
under the weight of T ovular Odium and^if 
contents IBut fuch Men have in the end no 
great reafon to brave the Towers of Heaven j 
the Grave covers all their Tomf and their 
oAttendants^ and their Guards repair to the 
next Succefsful Invader of their lugot Spoils^ 
and what have they from the Hands of God 
but to lye donson in Sorrow. 

IjhaU leave the Reader to RefleB ti^dn the 
JFpUy and T)iftraBion of Mankind^ the Mt^ 
tat ions of Ejnfirej and the Dejfolations Re*' 
hellion has made^ whetf he has gone through 

<i3l 
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^U theje Speculations^ he may perhaps comp 
into my ^otions^ he will fi?id every Tuhlich 
Calamity^ and Trivate *DiJa/ier^ take their 
Rife from the Ignorance of our Englifli Con- 
ftitution, and tfje Injuftice we have fome- 
time or other come into againft our Lawful 
Monarchs. 

The Ad: of Recognition of 
King James I. 

Reuniting of two mighty Famous and 

eAntient Kjngdoms (yet antiently hut oney 
of England and Scotland, under one Jm^ 
ferial Crown^ in your mofi Royal Verfon^ 
who is Lineallyy Ri^htfuUy^ and LawfiiT]^' 
defcended ofthe^ody of the moft Excellent 
■ Lady Margaret, eldeft Daughter of the 
tnoft Renowned Kjng Henry yth ; and the- 
High and mofi Noble Trincefs ^een Eliz- 
abeth his Wife^ eldeft Daughter of Kjng 

' Edward the fourth^ the [aid Lady Mar- 
garet, leing eldeft Sifter of KJng Hcmy 
the Eighty Father of the moft High and 
Mighty Trincefs y of Famous Memory^ E]iZ'^ 
abeth, late Queen of England. 

WE therefore your moft Humble and 
Loyal Subje£ls, the Lords Spritual 
and Temporal, and the Commons in this 
jHTdTent Parliament Affembled, do, from the 
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Jbottom of our Hearts, yield to tl;e Divins 
Majefty all humble Thanks^ and Praifest 
not only for the laid unfpeakable and inefti- 
mable Benefits and Bleffings abovcmenti- 
on'd ; but alfp, that he hath fi-rther enriched 
your Higlinefs with a moti: Royal Progeny 
of raoft rare and excellent Gifts, and Fou- 
wardnefs, and in his Goodnefs is like toen- 
creafe the happy Number of them, and ia 
mpft humble and lowly Manner do be- 
feeclvyour moft: Excellent Majefty, that as a 
Memorial to ail Pofterities, amongft the Re- 
cords of your ^ High Court of Parliament, 
for ever to ensure of our Loyalty, Obedi- 
ence, and hearty AffeStion, it may be Pulv 
lifhM and Declared in this High Court o£ 
Parliament, and Enacied by the Authority 
of the fame, that we ' (being bounden there- 
unto both by the Laws of God and Man^ 
do Recognize and Acknowlege (and there* 
by exprefs our unfpeakable Joys) that im- 
mediately -upon the DifTolution and Deceafe 
of Elizabeth^ late Queen of England^ the 
imperial lpro^yn of the Realm of England^ 
and of all the Kingdoms and Dominions, and 
Rights belonging to the fame, did by inhe- 
rent Birth-right, and Lawful and Undoubt* 
ed Succeffion, defcend and come to your 
moft Excellent Majefty, as being Lineally, 
Jtiftfy, and Lawfully, ^ext and fole Heir of 
the Blood Royal of this Realm, as is aforc- 
faid, and that by the Goodnefs of Almighty 

God 
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God, and Lawfol Right of Defcent, under 
one Imperial Crown, your Majefty is of the 
Realms and Kingdoms of England ^ Scat- 
land^ France and Ireland^ the moft Potent 
and Mighty King, and by God^s Goodneft 
more able to Proteft and Govern us, ybur 
loving SuhjeSs, in all Peace and Plenty, 
than any of your Noble Progenitors, and 
thereunto we do moft faithfully and humbly 
fubmit and oblige our Selves, our Heirs and 
Pofterities, for ever, until the laft drop of 
Our Bloods be fpent, and do befeech yonr 
Majefty to accept the fame as the firft Fraitfe 
ojf this High Court of Pirlidment, of oiir 
Xoyalty ai^d Faith to yourMajefly and your 
Royal Progeny, and ^ofterity, for ever; 
which if your 'Majefty fhallbe pleas'4 (Ms 
an Argument of your Gracious AccpptM?^ 
<on) to adorn with your Majefties-Rbyjil 
Afent,. without which, it can neither be 
COmpfe^t'or Perfeft, nor remain to aH: Ed- 
'fterity, according to our moft humble De- 
fire, as a Memorial of your Princely and 
tender Affeftion towards us, we fhall adtl 
this alio tt> the reft of your Majefties lin- 
fpeakable and ineftimable Benefits. 

M. Earbery. 
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THE 

Old £«^/i/?? Constitution 
Vindicated, 

jlY Intent in Writing the fbr- 
] mer part of this Work, * was 
I no more, than to give the 
World the firft Principles of 
Government, I propofed to hy 
felf a pure and unmixM Me- 
thod, fiich as no Man could except againft, 
without either calling himfelf or me a Block- 
head. 

If the Definitions or Axioms, or the Con- 
clufions were wrong, I was very fenfible 
what Rewarfl fuch vain pretences to Ma- 
thematical PrincifJes would claim. But as 
no fufficient Anfwer to the laft Performance 
has been hitherto Exhibited ; and as I have 
been well fatisfied no fuch Anfwer is ever 
likely to oame out, I think my Duty to 

* Elements •/ Policy Civil and EccUfii^ical, in a 
Mathematied Method. 
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<jod and my Country, obliges me to purfue 
tlie Blow, 

I flatter my felf, that if either Doflor 
Bennet, or (bme other People, had be- 
gan firft that way, we fhould not have feen 
R^hellion or Schifm (o wretchedly defended^ 
Men would have either intirely with aflii- 
rance entred into a Confederacy with thofe 
Enormous Sins, or have intirely abandoned 
them. 

The Method I proposed, was certainly die 
beft and moft fatisfaftory that ever appearM, 
but whether I came up to the Defign,. the 
World by this time may judge. 

I endeavourM in the firft, and (bme fiio 
ceeding Propofitions, to explode the Scheme 
Men have earneftly embrac'd of a State of 
Nature; What an abominable Syftem of 
Politicks and Divinity Mr. Ho bees has 
raised from that unhappy Notion, is too 
evident from his Writings, and what mife- 
rable Confequences have flowM therefrom, 
no Man can be Ignorant, wIk) is vers'd in 
the Modern Attacks upon the True Englifti 
ConiHtution both as to Church and State. 

I therefore laid down in the firft Propo- 
fition. That no Powers in a State of Nature 
cou'd be ti-ansfer'd by Individuals to one Per- 
fon, which every diftinft Member had not 
before the Compaft ; which I find fince has 
lyjt been fully uaderftood ; becaufe fome 

have 



have not diftinguijDh^d between Forc^ and 
Power. 

The firft is an Arbitrary Exercife of the 
natural Powers of the Body^ which may not 
be warranted either bv the Laws of God, 
or Man. But Power in this Treatife, is only 
the Objeft of MoraA Aftions. Two Men 
may have more force than one, but never- 
thelefs each Man may be equally invcfted 
with the fame Moral Powers, and be under 
the regulation (£ Divine or Human Laws. 
If therefore in a State of Natui^ every In- 
dividual was under the i-egulation of the 
Law of Nature, his transferring thofe Pow- 
ers he then enjoyed, does not take that Re- 
ftraint intirely away, but the Perfon to 
whom thofe R>wers are transfer^d, muft be 
tied to the lame Obligations. 

I faid therefore that a SupericM- Pdwer 
cou*d not be transfer'd to an Individual; 
that is, an Individual could give no more 
than a Power over himfelf ; and if one thouh 
fand Ihould give him fuch Power. This 
creates no complex but a fimple Power ovei* 
every Individual. If fevei^l Perfons (hould 
lodge diflfenent fums of Memey with a Ban- 
ker, the Banker is the Reprefentative Ma- 
tter of the Sum Total; but he is accountable 
to eaqh Individual for every Sum, aceoi^ding 
as he has receivM it from rfieir Hands. 

B 2 If 
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If therefore in a State of Nature two Per* 
fons fhould have different fhares of Power ; 
as for inftance, one fhould have the Power 
of Life and Death, and the other not, (which 
I only lay down as a naked fuppofition) if 
they DOth ftiould transfer all their Powers to 
One and the fame Perlbn, that Perfon accord- 
ing to no Hypothefes, can be inverted with a 
Power of putting both to Death. For, evea 
tho' we grant that the Perfon who had before 
the power of Life and Death, could fufFer 
fuch a Penalty, the other could not, becaufe 
he could not be afFe£ted with the Deed of 
another Man, any more than a Perfon who 
indebted looL can be oblig'd to pay looo /. 
upon the defeult of the payment of another 
who is indebted to the fame Creditor for 
fuch a Sum. 

If a Thoufand Men Conftitute a Reprefen- ^ 
tive, the Reprefentative is to look upon him- 
felf as the Reprefentative of each, arid ac- 
countable for every (hare of Power he re* 
ceives to the Perfon alone from whom he re* 
ceives the fame. 'Tis not therefore the A^ 
of the Thoufand gives fuch a Reprefentative 
Power over me, but my own fingle A6t 
when I refign'd Up my Power into his 
Hands. 

When I faid therefore that a Superior 
Power couM not be transferM to an Indivi- 
dual, I fhould have been eafily underftood^ 

if 
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if the fifth Axiom had been Cottfulted, viz. 
If to two equal Towers which regard the 
fame End^ a Tower he added to one^ which 
the other has not^ that Tower is Superior to 
the other : I fay therefore no fuch Superior 
Power can be given to the Reprefentative^ 
for the above-mentionM Reafons ; for he can 
do no more than the Perfon could before, 
whom he Reprefents. 

That the Power of Life and Death cou'd 
not be in fuch Perlbns in a St;^te of Nature, 
may eafily be provM, 

God, when he Created Man, made both 
Body and Soul to Conftitute one Perfon, and 
I believe none will difpute but Cain was 
guilty of the Breach of a Divine Law, or of 
the Law of Nature, when he deftroyM his 
Brother o/ibeL If therefore any Perfon in 
thofe days was particularly Commiffion'd to 
take away the Life of another Perfon, fuch 
Commiffion muft be AuthorizM either by 
the Laws of God or Man ; Human Laws 
are excluded by our Hypothefes, and the 
particular Perfon fo Commiffion'd by Divine 
Law, muft be marked out by Divine Reve- 
lation. But even this Suppodtion producer 
fuch an inequality as is inconfiftenc alfowith 
the Hypothefes. 

But if allPerfons were equally Commif- 
lion'd, Caiu put ^bel legally to deatb, how- 
ever crofsgrainM the Fadk feemM to be. 

But 



. But I look upon a Man who pretends to 
violate the Will of God, as giiilty oE the? 
Breach of a Divine Law, becaufe the Will 
©f God is a Law to the whole Creation. But 
as the whole Creation was made for the 
fake of Man, and he is Lord and Proprietor 
of the Goods of Life, another Man who is 
^ual Lord and Proprietor of the Goods oiF 
Life, can have no Superior Property in the 
Life of that Man, by A^iom 8th, if one 
Power can. ie x^fi^ai^^^d hy another^ the lot-- 
ter is Superior. But this Siiperiorty is againft* 
the Hypodbefes, f but I take it for granted, 
no body will deny that Deatli is a very pow- 
erful Reftraint. 

But fome wiK urge, that the putting a 
Man to death in my own defence, gives me 
power over the Life of another. 
. But ftill this is equality of Power, beoauie 
he has the fame Right over mine, if I fliowkl 
aflfault him' in the fame violent manner. 

But' this Ri^ht of deftroying my Advert 
fety, to prjcferve my own Life, proceeds 
from a DiOine. Law which intirely overturns 
my Adverfaries Hyporiiefes. For it pro^ 
ceeds from the Light of Nature in my Breaft; 
which tells, me tliat my Life is not my own^ 
but God's, who gave it, and that I atn an^ 
fweraWa for any NegleO: of mine in not {^rder- 
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ying the lame./ My killing him is Acciden* 
tal: m tlie difcharge -pf my Duty^ But if we 
put the Cafe that he falk ; alive into my 
Power, and 1 had the ftrOngeft / Affurities 
.that he; either wou'd not W ooaM floU make 
fi fccoiid Attempt,: I fhould have no Power 
fa pr<MK)uncq j^ Judicial Sentence upon him 
as a Maleifaftor, and Execute. him upon, a 
Neighbouriig T^ee» And/this; is the Power 
we Contend for ia a Magifttate.- 

We ^i:e oot Ibppps'd to ri^itgti evea to Ma- 
.giftratek the Ppw?r of . felf-^^tence in a law.- 
fui way* This therefore is not tlie Pbwer. of 
life aind Deatli invefted ht a' Magiftratc, be- 
ca\jfe no partial lar, Power if^Mher^y derived 
:to Imky but 'ti& a Superior }P$w;r; he enjoys, 
Jtk a Power wlikh we c^noif ::have m \ 
\State of :Nat5iiirev rto put ^ |ifca.::JMdicialIy txi 
Ppath for GjFiijiesiCQmmitfed. :... ; 
. , You cannot put a Magiitr^e (o Death, tx) 
. pricferve your pwn- Life, even by your own 
Jlypodiefes;; for if you p^^fign tOiihkn the 
Right of defending your. ■ -felf in the fame 
»;manncr >asr yx5U. couki onljit defend your felf 
. in. a State of Natjune, you have either re- 
. fign'd that Power of ; felfrdefence, i>r you 
J^ve refign^ nothing; anjj confequently 
you cannot trfaJi^iaway. the iLife of one who 
4etwp^s the pr^v4|^g9of cutting your Throat ; 
^^ofuch a pais;is;She 'Argwrneflit; bj^ this tiriie 
-jed?cU Bm ii(f th^ Magiftraj^'s; obligation 
4s only to aflitl you with liis united Powers 
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if your Life Ihould be in danger, no new 
Right accrues to him hereby, becaufe no- 
thing is refignM to him. 

I am perfwaded, that thus far 1 have pn>- 
ceeded fafe, I am confident I tread upon no 
Ground that fbafces undef me ; but what I 
have iaid, is Built upon the ihoft commcrti 
and obvious Principles. 
- The Coralary was, that all Men are ftSI ui 
a State of Equality. This Coralary deferv^ 
to be infifted upon, becatife 'tis alone fu^- 
cient if provM, to put an end to titt 
the Difpute. 

I do from ''this Coralary affeft, That there 
h no Medium between the Doctrine of Un- 
limited, Paflive Obedience to the Supream 
Power, and a perfeft State of Nature ; for, 
as I have provM before, my own Aft of Cre- 
ating a Representative, does not give him a 
Power over another Perfon ; and if he Re- 
prefents a greater Number of Perfons, the 
Power that he borrows from me, refpecls 
none but my felf. 

Therefore if in a State of Nature I had. a 
^-Right to all things, I have the fame ftill : 
:If my Reprefentative undertakes never fo 
many Trufts,- he fliall not give away my 
Right; and if I caft my Eye upon a goodly 
Lordfhip, or Mannor, or upon aPurfe in 
the Road, the Civil Magiftrate under patin 
of Breach erf* Truft, is obligM to affift nie 

in 
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in ^Jrocuring the fame.^ I rrfay Compound 
indeed for my ProteSion, to defift from 
fiich Extenfivc Demands, but I am not tied 
cJOwn to this Compofition any loiter than I 
j^leafe, becaufe no Human Power on Earth 
can be the tfmpire in this Contract, for the 
Umpire muft be a Superior Power, which 
this Reprefentative cannot be, as appears 
from what has been already laid ; for he has 
no Power biit what he borrows from me : 
The Obligatiort therefore proceeds from my 
felf alone, which Icandiflfolve atmyPlea-^ 
fifire. 

From hence I drew the laft Corolary, That 
the King can nidke no Cofttrafts to oblige 
hisPeople; whatever he does in that Cafe, 
can be Obligatory noptherwife^thanas it is the 
A£t of every individual ; which is in efFefl: 
ho more obligation, than what the indivi- 
dual pleafes td impofe upon himfelfT ^ 

I Conclude from what has been fail, that 
the fuppofitiosi of a State of Nature, makes 
lias in a State of Nature ftill, all the Imagi- 
nary Contiufts made unce, are no ftronger 
than the green Wyths with vt^hich Samffm 
was boiind, which he could break at his 
pleafure. • 

The Second Propofitiqn States more fully 
the Nature of a Reprefentative, which cer- 
tainly conduces very much to the fettling our 
<|uenion- 

G The 
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The Definition of a Reprefentative, is td 
excrcife a Power that was originally in (briie 
other Perfon ; a ReprefentativO) is a Relative 
Term, and fuppofes fome body reprefented, 
who muft be the Perfon by whdn fuch 
Powers are transfer'd ; but if they 2Ltettznt* 
fer'd paft Refumption, the Perfon to whoiii 
they are transferM, enjoys the full and coin- 
pleat property independent of any One clfe 
But if the Power can be taken away by 
another, that Perfon muft have the Right' 
to take it away ; which Right muft. be 
invefted in him -by fome Law, he muft ba 
either the Executor of a Legal Sentence in 
behalf of another ; as when a SheriflF 
Diftrains the Goods of a Debtor upoii 
an Execution, in order to reftore a juft Delx 
to a Creditor, or the Perfon muft have an 
immediate Right thereto himfelf* 

But the firft part of the Suppofition docs 
not come under this Notion, becaufe the 
Right muft lie between the Reprefentor, arid 
the Perfon reprefented. But if we grant the 
fecond, the Perfon reprefented muft have the 
immediate Right to that Power which the 
Reprefentor enjoys, who ads by no other 
pretence of Right, but the fupposM tacit 
confent of the Reprefented. 

I wouM know why I may not as legally 
demand back my Power lent to another, as 
my Money, they being both equally my Pro- , 

perty ; 
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perty ; and upon this jprefumption I dediicM 
the followmg Corolary. 

That Robbing upon the Iligh-Way is a 
very laudable Employ ; for it is not to be 
imagined I lent my Power to another, to 
my own prejudice ; and if I find my Circum* 
ftances narrow, what Power on Earth can 
forbid my enlarging 'em, as I have a Su- 
pream Power La my own Breaft, by the judg* 
ment of that I fliall Stand, or Fall; another 
Man's Plea to Property, fhall be no Bar to 
my Claim, which is as unlimited as the 
Globe o'er which I range. 

I am fure no Whig in England will deny, 
that before this imaginary CompaQ: I had 
an incontefted Right to Rob, and if I Iiave 
transfer'd that Power fince, my Sovereign 
has got it. But what havock wou'd tins 
make with Liberty, and Property. 

But what an open infult upon the freedom 
of Human Nature is Tyburn, a lad Monu* 
ment of Slavery, and Arbitrary Power; can 
any Man believe that I lend the Prince a 
Power to Hang my felf ? Can I not call in 
that Power upon the laft Extremity ; then 
furely, or never, I may bring the Gentleman 
to an Account, and burn his Dead War- 
rant. 

But to be ferious, all the Arguments that 
have or can be deduc'd from this Scheme of 
a State 0/ Nature, amount to this fingle 

C 2 Topick, 
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Tojrick, tliat 1 have lent lA Truft to a certain 
Perfon, thofe Powers, Rights and Privileges 
Nature has beftowM upon me, they are mine 
ftill, when I pleafe to Call for them ; and 
when I have made this Refumptioil, I am 
free from all manner of Dependance, The 
World is my Claim,, and my Father, Mo-- 
ther and Brother are but Trifles, if my Am*^ 
bition leads the way;. 

But, fay fome People, the Ptrfon rcprc- 
fented, has obliged himfelf not to i-efume 
this Power, but in fome Cafes of juft Necef* 
fity ; but who has Cqnftituted a Judge UpOA 
Earth of thefe Cafes of Neceffity ? If the 
Prince is the fole Judge, he is advancM to a 
greater (hare of Power than I defign'd him, 
but if I am Judge, iny Decree (hall be Judi- 
cial, and the Prince fhall be guilty of an AQt 
of Hoftility^ if he Hangs me againft my 
owfi Cbnfent. And when he procures even 
tiiat, which is a krge Step, he is not much 
the nearer, till it can be provM that I have 
Power to Hang my felf ; becaufe he a£h 
only by virtue of that Power he faorrowM 
£rom me. 

Diftiibuting Punifhments neceffarily fiip- 
{>oles i Superior Power, Coercion being a 
jijftinguilbtng Mark thereof; but I cannot 
another, greater Power than 1 had my 
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I Conclude, That a Reprefentati^re mud 
be accountable to the Perfon he reprefentsi 
confequently no AQt of a fteprefentative in 
prejudice of my Right can be valid, 

I proceed in the Third Propofition, to de* 
monftrate, That granting even a State of 
Nature to have once prevailM, and an Ori- 
ginal Contraft to have fucceeded that Stat^ 
neverthelefs the prefent Age cannot be in- 
cluded therein. I may fafety aflfert, that the 
Children of thofe Parents who made the Orf- 
mnai Contraft, were not included thereiflu 
Confequently we are not. But that the 
Children cou'd not be included therein, may 
without Difficulty be prov'd. 

The Children unborn couM not be inclrf- 
ded by any fix-mal Confcnt of their own; it 
remains, that k fnuft be by a Right dieir 
Parents liad over them, or by their Tadt 
Confent when they came into the World. If 
the Parents had a Right to oblige them to 
enter into tliis Covenant, tfiey had confe- 
quently a Coercive and Superior Power^ 
which cou'd be given only by God himfelf: 
Which Power thus given, muft be eftabliftiM 
lapon die ftrongeft Foundation, even a Di- 
vine Law. COTfequendy nAdam had this 
lull Parental Po\ver inverted in iiimfelf ; any 
AQi therefore <tf this nature <!k)ne by him^ 
would have beetti equally binding to his Po- 
fterity, as the Ordinal Contrad of diefe 
6mte of Natute-^MeiL 

T&as 



' TIius e4dam is evidently made out to have 
Ijeen the Supream Power of the Univerfe, 
witliout any Original Contraft, which is 
veryinconfifxent with our Adverfaries Scheme 
of the perfeft equality in a State ctf Nature ; 
fcr here is a Monarch alread y pointed oui^ 
who CQu'd by their Conceflion give Laws to 
0e Univerfe. 

If oAdam had this Power, the fame Rea-, 
Ion holds, that his Eldeft Son muft enjoy the 
feme after his deceafe ; or at leaft that fome 
particular Perfon muft be Socceifor to that 
Pbwer, otherwife it abfolutely ceafes, which 
h againft the Hypotliefes ; Natural Reafoa 
can^t guide us to one Perfon more than ano^ 
iher, unlefs we recur to the Eldeft Son, up- 
on him we may fafely fix, becaufe if the 
Right never ceafes, k muft necef&rily go 
to the firft Born. 

But if fome will more extenfively contend 
that every Parent has a Right to Command 
his Children to fubmit to his obligations, 
independently of the fupream Parent ; , I 
•IhouM rejoyce to know fromwlience this 
Obligation does arife : if from a particular 
Command of God, this Command alfb muft 
direft us to fhake off* the former yoke, other- 
wife we may not only be oWig'd to obey 
them, but tnofe alfo who were before 'em ;. 
for my natural Senfe tells me, that if I am 
fubjeft to my Father, my Father is fubjelQ: 
to his ; and thus the Supream Power will be 
run up to widam. But 
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But if eAdam cou^d make LaWs to oblige 
his Pofterity, he came very near to the de- 
finition of a Monarch. 

Biit if no fucceflive Obedience couM take 
jfdace^ what is become of our obUgation to 
ftand by the Contrafts of Nimrodh Cotem- 
poraries ; if they bore no Relation to oAJam^ 
who was much nearer to them, what Rela-^ 
tion can we have to rfietti at this diftance of 
time ? I conclude therefore, that fuch remote 
Gompafts cannot affeft me, if their imme- 
diate Children owM any Obedience to them^ 
it has been efFedually worn out in regard to 
us fincc ; and I am very confident, the next 
Generation will fcarce think thenlfelves o- 
blig-d to ftand by fome Contrafits their Fa- 
thers have made at this Day. 

Confequently the firft Corollary muft 
Aahd gDDd^ that every Man is free from his 
Birth, and may refuie to be AiTociated with 
his fellow Creatures. 

Siich Obligatk3ns as have been here men- 
tionM, couM never arife from fuch a State of 
Nature, and if we grant a State of Nature^ 
we muft deftroy the Power of Parents over 
their Children, and diflblve the 5th Com- 
tiiandmentib 

From what has been faid, I may fafely 
Conclude that this State of Nature has the 
moft ugly Confequences fiital tx) kuman So- 
ciety, and induce a perfcQ: Anarchy into the 
World I fee no Reaibn to imagine that. 

God 
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God provided no better for tlic Cfeatibn^ 
when he had rais'd it out of nothing. Nor 
couM the All-feeing Eye of Prbvioence hot 
be aware of this H^vock anrongft Mankind, 
tis a mifchievous ^tis a wicked (uppofition ta 
(enter into riie thoughts of Man to conceive; 
tvvo Men cou'd never live lafely together 
without Government, and fhalj we believe 
that numbers of Rational Crcatures were 
upon the level with Brutes, and had their 
Rcaion given them only to worry one ano-^ 
ther, was it neceflary, they muft feel the 
Ccbfequences of fuch a State firft ; cou'd not 
the Almighty Wifdom prevent fuch Mife- 
. Ties flowing in upon us. I can never enter- 
tain fuch mean atnd unworthy thoughts of 
the Deity, to whom I Owe my Life, my 
Being, and all the Comfoi'ts of Living; 
fuch a Charafter better became Marcion\ 
inalignant 6od, than the Eternal Father of 
the Univerfe. 

But if the State of Miture is fjwrited 
iaway, what bottom our Adverfaries will 
have to build their Scheme of Civil Govern- 
ment upon I cannot tell. The Parental Right 
- is equally Jdtru&ive t6 them as the Monar- 
diical, as it is of Divine Right, and thereby 
gives a Sanation to all Laws and Contracts 
.derived therefrom ; and if feveral Heads ^^f' 
aftimilies, oi* little Commonwealths fhouU 
^me toCtoiflitute a Kingf the Obedience 
to that JLing J6 deriv'M fix)m the Paternal 

^ Authority 
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Authority which is Divine, T'his |s very 
cbnclufive on our fide, tho' not on our Acl- 
verfaries, becaufe their State of Nature muft 
be a meer Rafa Tabula fveQ from any pofitive 
Laws. Otherwife their Scherhe, as I have 
Ihewn is ruinM ; as 1 have undertaken to 
prove in the fourth Propofition, viz. If Pa- 
rents had ever Dominion over their Children ; 
this Dominion was inconfiltent with a State 
ctf Equality, becaufe the Laws of the Parent 
\Vere the pofitive Laws of the Common- 
Wealth. 

Having thus cleared . rtiy Way by taking 
away the troublefome Chimera of a State of 
Nature, which has had too much Honour 
done it by being patronizM by Mn Hooker. 

I proceeded in my fifth Propofition to lay 
the Foundation of Civil Government, by pro- 
ving the Parental Right firft. 

The Powder Parents exercile over their 
Children is either by Natural Right or by Con- 
fent. But I cannot fee how our F'orefathers, 
when Children, could transfer fuch Powers ; 
Or that otir felves, when Children, are capable 
bf giving our Confent. They are fo far fi-om 
that, that th^ir repeated cries and fl:ruggles 
when under the care of the Nurfe, feem to 
declare an abhorrence of that Subje6tion. For 
my part, I couM never yet know, what an 
involuntary Confent means : But if fuch 
Doniinion B not founded on Confent, We 
ittuft be at a Ibfs ro fix it any where but ufi<fti 

I> Divine 
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Divine Right, for if we derive it from the 
Sov^ereign Power. Children are part of the 
Civil Property of the Parents. ' But then this 
will not provide for them in a ftate of Nature 
when no Civil Authority was fupposM to be 
in Being ; but however we have plain Scrip- 
ture, as well as the universal Confent of all 
Ages to prove the Divine Right of Parents 
over their Children. Honour thy Father and 
thy Mother was a pofitive command of God, 
attended witli a fuitable penalty for the neg- 
left thereof, which is back'd by feveral con- 
current Precepts, both in the Old and New 
Teftament ; no one, I fuppofe, will contend, 
but that Fathers ever had the fame Right to 
that Obedience they have now ; the Precept 
irt the Decalogue transferred no new Right, 
but confirmed the old. 

eAdam had as much Power over his Chil- 
jdren as my Father has over me, if not more ; 
if we confider the Parental Power is rather 
diminifhed than increafed ; fome of the moft 
eminent Privileges peing conveyM to the Ci- 
;^il Majeftrate : But if this Paternal Right 
had 'no Divine or Civil San6ljon in thofe 
Days, Children might withdraw their aflent. 
Why fhould we imagine that God Ihould add 
Tuch an heavy Curfe to abridge Men of their 
natural Rights. There is no Precept in the 
Decalogue but is founded upon eternal Truth 
and Juftice, and tho^ the Sabbath or Seventh 
Day is arbitrarily there fixed upon, yet the 

Reaibii 
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Reafon for fetting fiich a Poitioii of our Time, 
afide, for the Service of God is founded upon 
immutable Laws, and fo is the Duty, Honour 
and Reverence we owe to our Parents : King- 
ly Power therefore, is no more than a Repar- 
tition of Parental Pou'^r, which I endeavour 
to prove in the next Propofition. 
: ' The Parental Power extends to the fame A- 
ftionsas theMajefterial Power doth ; they muft 
have therefore, a mutual Dependence upon each 
oriier, becaufe they would other wife be inde- 
pendent Powers which regard the (amc End, 
which is a Contradiftion in Society : The 
Parental Power extends to Civil Actions, 
therefo«-e it extends to Aftions in Common 
with the Civil Power ; they muft therefore 
be mutual, the Parent muft have dependance 
upon the King, or the King upon the Parent* 
To find how the Cafe ftands, we muft recur 
to the original of their Powers : if the Parent 
was firfl, the Kingly Power muft be only a 
Branch of the Parental ; but if the King was 
firft, the latter is a Branch of the Royal 
Power ; but if they were both conjoynM and 
coequal, tliey were at firft one and the fame^ 
and would have fo continued if Ufurpations 
had not broke the Line, for tho* every Soil 
owed Obedience to his Natural Father^ yet 
this was in Subordination to the Supream Pa- 
rent, the eld eft Branch of the Famify ; an d 
thus I imagined I gave a tderable Solution of 
Hereditary Right, and the feafon why the 
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^Ideft Son, by the antient Laws of the Uni- 
verfe, fucceeds to the Government ; for there 
15 not only a Right in Poffeflion, but a Right 
in Reve.rfion, which the Firft-born may juft- 
ly claim, if he be not fet afide by the Supream 
Power then in Being ; fo that Obedience to 
Kings and to Parents are placed upon the 
fame foot ; the only difference is, that part 
of the Civil Power is taken from the Natural 
Ifarent and given to the Prmce, who perhaps 
is an alien in Blood ; but he is, neverthelefs, 
the common Parent of his Country. 

I would ask thefe vigorous afTerters of a 
ftate of Nature, whether the Book oiGenefis 
nves the leaft into fuch a Notion ; nay, fa 
^r from that, is the account of tbofe Times^ 
^hat we may find therein the evident Marks 
of Parental and Monarchical Power. The 
fifth. Chapter of Gt^/^^/zV begins a Catalogue 
which is calPd the Book of the Generations of 
eAdam. The firft after oAdam is Seth ; but 
why was Cain omitted in this Book, but be- 
caufe he w^as difinherited, and the next af- 
furaed his place : But of what could he be dif- 
inherited in a ftate of Nature ; the World 
was large enough to range in, and Land 
could be the leaft of their, Care: Why is 
Cain^s Name omitted, when he was equally 
the Son oioAdam as Seth ; he could loofe no^ 
thing but the Right, of Primogeniture, which 
/•Right of Primogeniture, muft be attended 
.with fon^e extraordijpary Pd^«r ; pr it fig 



nified nothing at all, and thofe GtAealc^ks' 
fill up only Wafte Paper. Moreover, Why 
^re the other Childrens Nam^es entirely omii* 
ted, and aTranfition made to ^^'^^'s eldcft^ 
Son, the time in which he was born is expf et 
ly mentioned, and the Years of his ^FatlicrS 
and own Life accurately fet down, arui thus 
it is continued even to Noah ? but when we 
come to Noah ; Why are his three Sons called^ 
The Generations ofNoaby Gen. 6. 9. Where-* 
as before only, the eWeft Son fuffic'd j bia* 
becaufe thofe three by common confent dwh 
ded the World into three PriiKipaliti^^^ 
which was but one before. 

I obferve that Bleffing and Curfing wa* 
transferring the Sovereignty, and thei?efei» 
Ham^^ Doom was, that he Ihould be a Sei«w 
vant of Servants to his Brethren, which was 
partly alfo prophetical, and not to take piac^ 
till after Ages ; for the three Sons by Coa- 
fent divided the World amongft themfelves ; 
likewife the Bleffing of Jacob from ^aaeyVif^ 
not at that Moment to take place ; fot^ ^fam 
departed and lived independantly c£ 3f^*^t 
and was capable of forcing him to Stratagems 
to preferve himfeJf. 

What tolerable Objefl:ions Bp. H o a d Hr e y 
pr any M\an elfe can have agamft this I^tjri* 
archal Scheme, I could never find : But whe- 
ther Names found fet down fo puaftually h» 
any Hiffory after a Succeffion of Ages, wotiid 
iiot be look'd upon as a Catalogue of Mo- 
r . narchs, 
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iBwrhs, I refer to any Perfons curfous in thofb 

Studies* But I defy our Adverfaries to affignr 

90f tolerable Reafon befides for the Infertf- 

ODsof thofe Names. 

*Tis not proper in thrsTreatife to giVe an 

Account of tl^ Divifion of the Eartli by the^ 

Sons oiNoah^ becaufe the Account is intricate 

and not adapted to common Readers : But I 

inufl: obferve^ that the Firft-born were ever 

peculiarly diftinguifhed in Scripture, and 

Bjnhen^ JacoPs Firft-bom, was called by life 

Rtther. G^/?. 49. j. The Excellency ofT^ig^ 

mity^ and the Excellency ofTower. If we view 

tfie Genealogies of the Tribes, Exod. 6 the 

Perfons there fet down are caHed the Heads 

cf thei^ Fathers Families, who were the Sons' 

cf the Patrmrchs, Reuben j Simeon 2ind Levi. 

. The moft heavv Punifhment God inflifled 

on the Mgyftians^ was to deftroy their Firft- 

born, nor indeed is this any more than agree- 

able to the Principles of Natural AflFeflibn, 

and tathe raoft prevailing Cuftoms of even the 

jnoft barbarous, as the civilizM Natk)ns; Na« 

ture pleads in their behalf, and every Manr 

who has had die Comfort of Children car> 

bear Teftimony m this Cafe. What Regard 

God has fhewn thereto, h evident from Exod. 

1 J* 2,. SanBifie unto me all the Firfi-b^n^ 

whatjoever openeth the Womb among the ChiU 

dren (fifraety both of Man and lieafi^ it is 

mine^ 

With 



With Indignation therefore liave I fecit 
thofe who owe their Coach and Six, with all 
their flaring Equipage that fets them abovo . 
their Neighbours ; to this very Right th^- 
curie and damn .to the pit of Hell ; tho' wich- 
©ut it, they might have perhaps exchanged 
a Seat in the Senate for a Counter, and a Co* 
ronet for a Blue-Apron. Nay, feme I have 
known Cwhofe Blood, 4anlefs enrich'd by a 
Mixture derived from thence, would havi: 
been as low and poor as any that took its 
Warmth from a Dunghil) fpurn at and derider 
even this Right to which they owe their 
Honours and their Fortunes. Why do ionae 
^ainly boafl: of their Anceftors, and alTunie 
their Enfigns. of Honour ; what Right cam 
they have thereto, if Primogeniture gives it 
hot. 

And, I conclude. That as the Civil Go- 
vernment is a Branch of the Parental, it 
•ought to be reverM as fuch, a King is ©ur 
common Parent, and we cannot ftrike liiia 
and be guiltlefe. 

My fe vehth Proporitlon was. That Govera* 
inent, by which I meant Lawful Governmeni^ 
5s of Divine Rigl^. 

The gainiqg this Propofitfon, I look upon 
as e(juivalent to making a lodgment on the 
Baftion of a fortified place j the Enemy would 
find it very difficult to diflodge me, or pre- 
vent my intire Conquefl: over the Body ofthc 
Town. 
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Mti tt o o K.E R, notwithftanding he ftuck 
fo dofe tx) a ftate of Nature, has given up the 
Queftion by one Conceffion, viz. That the 
taw of Nature requireth foiiie kind of Regi- 
ment, what kind of kegiment is not my Bu- 
finefi here to difpute ; *tis fufficlent for me if' 
it retains but its Nature and continues Go- 
Vcrnmcrit ftill, and the Properties of Govern- 
iner^t are inlarged upon, in the fucxeedingPro-' 
jtofitions. 

' 5ot to proceed regularly, I (hall fhew 
D^hat I mean by Divine Right, and I fhalt 
pr6ve that Government is founded upon a Di- 
♦me Right, I mean a Divine Command de- 
duct frorn tlie Nature of the tiling it felf, and 
ifi tliis it differs from the po{iti\^e Inftitution of* 
the Jews ; as to their Ceremonies and Leeifla- 
ture, they ex,tended to one part ofManKind," 
andthey were tlie Arbitrary Impofition of God 
on that People. But a general Command de-« 
dueed from the Nature of the Thing corti* 
liianded extends to all Men ; fo Tythes may 
be proved to be of Divine Right, arid all 
Commands which have moral Reafons atten* 
iKng them. 

I fhall prove Secondlvy That Government 
has the Sancbibn of a Divine Command in 
tfiat manner ; for if God ( which I laave 
proved) created \js into a State of Govern- 
ment, fix)m the Beginning, and if we can 
tfonckde that *tis againft the Light of Nature 
for any Perfon to Diffociat* himfelfi the Ar-^ 

gtttncnt 
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;iimeiif is half got over, and may for ought I 
inQWy make its way without even the ne-^' 
ceflity of a Text f^om . Scripture ; for if we 
grant that Men were bc«Ti in a State of Go-* 
ternment, and Ciod invefted oAdam and.hf^ 
Pbfterity with Soveraign Powers. Meii 
could not by any AQi of their ow'n be freed 
from fuch Obligations, it remains that . Wi? 
examine whether any external Accident coul^ 
ipt them free ; if we put the Cafe ^that iM 
Line fhoulrf be entirely extingwfhed, and tab 
fupream Power, fuch a Society q3u!d be 
ifcund, the People are for that timeita ftate 
(ff Nature, but not \n fuch a ftate? ,a5 Bpi; 
HoADLE.y and others imagfee, with all thofe 
dreadful Cortfequences attepding it ja|>ove4 
Mentioned : But they are like a Heaid ina 
Body parted, they are in a Ccxiditiem not 
Inore tolerable than for a Fifh to bfe uj^ Land, 
they are obl%ed to return to their fwiner 
ilate. Btit tho* the;^ choofe a' Perfon yh» 
fhatl be their Supreami Go^ernoiir, he cannot 
derive his Powers of governing from them,; 
for the Realbhs I hav'e given in the preceding 
Propofitions. 
. I fay therefore, ^liat if i^ccidents fhould die- 
ftroy tlie Hereditary Pretenders to a Qnown, 
the People are obliged by the La\V of Nature 
to enter a'sraia into a vC^t£ of Government, 
and to pfece the Supreann Pbwer either in one 
or many to fop#y sie Defed ; as to Ordinal 
■CpiJtf a6b;' aHo r«ftrVihg to dieUifelves the 



C 26 3 

Dcpofing Power upon Male Adminiftration^ 
thefe are Chimeras, and are inconfiftent with 
the notion ot'Govemmcnt,and runus upon all 
the Confeqiienccs above mentioned of a fup-^ 
pos'd mcer State of Nature. I fliall prove 
'xis a jierfefl: Abfurdity to reftrain the Su- 
pi\:am Power. But fiich irrefiftable Supre- 
ip^icy isabfolutcly ncctflary to a Society. I 
pwiclnde therefore, tliat as God created Men 
into Government, 'tis hisPieafure they fliould 
continue fo, which Pleafure is moft certainly 
a Law ta his Creatures. 
. But we need go no farther than the i jth of 
tlie Romans to prove the Divine Right of Go- 
vernment, which I (ball briefly and perfpi- 
cuofly lay down, and let the Reader judge 
whether my Senfc or thatof fbme others make 
$t. Taul fpeak more becoming his Apoltdick 
•juharafter. 
. The firft Verfe runs thus, Dao-a -^j^ l^vai" 

ySfJcu a^V. 

We find here, i. That no Soul is exempt- 
ed from the Obedience to thefe Higher Pow- 
ers, 2. That all Power is from God. 5. That 
the Powers that then exilled were ordained 
ofGod. 

We fee here that this Obedience is prefcri- 
bed to the Powers then in Being, which were 
the Ronian Emperors, for the Interpretation 
put upon the Words. The Towfrs that be 

by 
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by fbmc is rediculous, for they would pcr- 
fwade the World that the Pi-ecept extends to 
give a Sanftion to any iifurprng Powers in 
their own times. They alfo wretchedly per- 
vert the other pait of the Text, vrz. e4U 
Tower is from God^ which they would apply 
to juftify the Wicked t^nd iinjuft Violations of 
the Property of oflier People, which ends irr 
no better than making St. Tard fpeak Tanto* 
logically, for if there is no Power but fronj; 
God, why n^A he add, That the Towers 
that he are orddined of God : The moll true 
and genuinSenfe of the Text I take tojjje thus, 
Obey the Supream Power for this very Rea- 
fon, that no power can be conftituted but by 
God, and by fuch Authority do the prefent 
Roman Emperors t-eign. 
- Our Adverfaries differ from us in this, They 
lay that the Reafbn of the Command is dedu- 
ced from the Powers that then were in poP 
feflion ; but we on the other fide, I'hat the 
Reafon of the Command is deduced from 
hence, viz. That all Tower is front GoJ^ 
which I am fure feems the m^ore rational Mo- 
tive of the two. The ftrefs they lay upon t!)e 
Powers that be does them no Sei-vice, what- 
ever Prejudices it may raife againift St. TanJj 
becaufe they own thereby the Divine 
Right of 7)e Fatio Government, and they 
^ muft likewife own that the Rcfiftance of ^i\y 
Power in Pofleffion is unlawful, which is in 
fliort condemning all they would take fo 
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foucti pains to iuftify ; the odd and fantaftical 
Cbnclnfions they araw^ are (uch as would 
l^t^sfy only thofe who have got fomething to 
lofe, orhzjfft been us'd to ride in a Coach and , 
know not liow to walk on foot. But they can 
never ftand tlie Teft againft pure and unbiaft 
Reafon, and an iioneft Inquiry after Truth, 
fity they, That the Powers that bfe, are the 
prefent; Ergo we muft fubmit to the prefent, 
as if the Powers mentioned as prefent 1700 
Years ago, had any Relation to thefe at tliis 
Day. But they lay, <^H Tovoer is from God. 
They muft either fay all Power is juli, or 
that God muft be the Patron of Injuftice, 
which is a Contradiftion ; becaufe, tlie Pow- 
er proceeds from him cannot be unjuft, 
imlefs we place a Power above him to .fettle 
the Laws of Eternal Verity : But tlieMiftake 
in a great meafurc lies in the equivocal (bynd 
of the Word Power in Englijh^ whicii figni- 
fies cither the Powers that Men exercife by 
)uft and lawful Authority, or ufurped V io- 
lences ; which alas, God is fofar from giv 
ing a Sanction to, that they are curs'd by him 
here and hereafter, in T)euteronomy^ Curfed 
is be that removeth hU Neighbour's Land-marhy 
and more curfed furely muft he be who re- 
tnoveth a Crown from his Neighbour's 
Head, we muft therefore diftinguifli between 
^avaiA and ^<t Tower and Vi^enie. But to 
iay tliat God is the Author of Violence is 
Bkiphemy ; how contrary is this to that ex- 
XX cellpnt 
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c^^fit Dcfcriptioadf Monarcliical Power m 
the Bodk of iVifdamy Cbap^6. Verfes 3,4, 5. 
F^ Tower is given you cftbe Lord and Swe^^ 
raigntyffom the Highefi^ who fikiU try jomr 
Works^ andjearch out your CouMCils^ tecauft 
Being Mimfters if the Kjngdom^ yon have not 
ju^ed aright J norkefttSeLam^ nor walked 
after the Council ofGod^ horribly and ffeedi^ 
lyjhail he come ufonyou^ for / ^ ^ 
P^U he to them that be in I ^ 
Mercy JbMl Joon far don the meanefi^ hut migh^ 
ty Men Jhall he mightily tormented. But if 
;aill Power indifcdminately is from God, the 
Power of doing unjuft Aftions muft be fhxn 
God, and Tyrants opprefe by Divine Right. 
But if we fuppofe that God for Reafens beft 
ioiowa to him&lf fixnild permit a Vhocas^ a 
CrmiweU^ or any^ one you pleafe befidesi to 
invade their Native Countiy, and dethrone 
their Matter. I ask whether fuch a Perfon, 
without cxppcfe Divine Revelation^ toAutho- 
rife him to commit the Fad:, wou'd not ht 
an eternal Villain^ and haveall the fmdifying 
Sods of Injuftice in him, tho^ God ihould 
permit the Faft ; away tlien widli your pro* 
videntiai Kings, you may as well plead in be» 
l»lf of providential Plagues, and providenti^ 
Famines, as providential Ufurpers. 

But to return, I hope t. HTis fufikiently 
txOvM that Obedience to the H%her Powers 
IS in this Text oommanded, ^rom the Reafon 
of , the Thing, viz. ^Tawer isfrmn God. 

V The 
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The fccond VciTe tells you, That whofoever 
T^fteth that Tower j refifteth theOrdinance of 
Goiy- and that they who refifijhall receive to 
tbemfelvesTyamnation. I conclncfe, That the 
Government of the Roman Empire was the 
Ordinance of God, which confirms my Pro- 
pofition; That' all lawful Government is the 
Ordinance of God, even the' it commences a 
new fince the firft Inftitution of Government 
by reafon of accidental Breaches ; for the Ro- 
man State arofe from a perfeft State of Na- 
ture into a Monarchy, from whence it was 
turnM by Rebellion into a Commonwealth^ 
and by Rebellion, from a Commonwealtlt 
into a Monarchy again, and this very Mo- 
narchy after a firm and eqfual EftabHfljment 
wbkh it procurM by the Ceffion of tlie Ro- 
man Senate was become the Ordinance of 
God, and the Penalty of Refifting that Or- 
dinance no lefs than Damnation. 

I fljall not infifl: much upon the trifling En- 
deavours of fome to baffle the word Dam^^ 
iMition, under the umbrage of the Greek 
word xfi/W, and make it dwindle only to 
tanging, becaufe 'tis falfe as to faft, that 
Rebels always receive that Diminutive Sen- 
tence, for fometimes tliey profper, and ai-e 
above it, , 

It feems to me that the word %e/<^i there 
(aid, refer to a fpiritual Sentence, becaufe. it 
related to a fpiritual Offence , refifting the 
Ordinance of God. 

Thus 



- Thus hav€ I proceeded as far as relates to * 
uiy purpofe in thi^ trite Difpute of tlie i jth 
of the Rot^iaus J to ipvove the Divine Right, 
of Government, the Corollaries were, 

I . No Government can be altered or fub- 
verted but by a Divine Command, i.e. Wc, 
cannot in oppofition to the fupream Power, 
alter or New Model an eftablifli'd Form ; we 
cannot tJirn a Commonwealth into a Monar- 
chy, or a Monarchy into a Commonwealtiv 
nor make an Hereditary Monarchy Elective 
without the Confent or the fupream Power, 
becaufe ^tis abfurd to fay that Government is» 
of Divine Right, and neverthelefs this Go- 
vernment can fee overturn^ by Humane Vi- 
olence,' for Government and Obedience ta 
Governours are reciprocal Terms ; fome will 
perhaps obje£t what Right have all the prefent 
E4ablifhments in the World, for my part I 
am not bound to juftify all the Eftablifnments 
in the World ; but thofe I may juftifie'; which, 
have out livM the' true Pretender and no othct^ 
for we may lay down as a Maxim ; thofe that 
are out of Society are obligM by the Laws of 
God to enter therein ; thofe that are in arc 
obliged to continue {o. But as falfe Powers 
are oppos'd to True, thofe that were Falfe 
before ceafe to be ib when the Tme have no 
longer Exiftence. 

My Second Corallary needs but very- lit- 
tle to be faid thereto, after my laying down 
the fbriuer Pofitions ; for as Nature abhors a 

Vacuum 
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VaciMrh fo does Society Coflfufidn ; we flluft 
cTofe ,up the Breach as foon as k is made^ leaftr 
the Enemy fhould enter m and take advan- 
tage erf" Qur Na'kednefs ; but our Cafe is n6' 
better in an uWrpM Government when we 
caif of tlie YoRe of our lawful Prince^ we^ 
run our felvesrinto a ftate of Natttre. 

Thus have. I made way for the Eighth 
Prbpofition^^ that the manner according to the 
cf ffferent Cffftoms of Natk^is m defigniog the 
Perfon who governs, alters not the Nature of 
their Authoritv, "^hich is rtevertfelefs front 
God- I obfervM that |>opular Eledioas are 
of a later date than tlie Origin df GbVerntnent^ 
and tha:t tho' the Peo^e by unnatural 
Breaches, in fome Conftttutions, hav^ pro- 
cur^d the Right of Ele6iion ; neverthdefs the , 
fame Rights accrue to the. Monarch whe» 
elcfled, as if the Monarchy was Hereditary^ 
the Reafon is, That he is more than the Re- 
|)relcntative of the People, as he is the Re- 
prefentative of God nor can the p€orie(as is 
evident from^liat has beenfaid) by their owtf 
Authority confer more Powers up(>n the Prince' 
tlian^ tlicy co61d in the primary ftate oi Na- 
ture, Which I have provM not to be fuffici- 
*nt for Government, God therefore cloaths 
film with his own Authority to capacitate 
hip for that Office, hy me Kfngs Retgn ani 
primes T)ecree Jt^ice.' 

Some Pcopletherefore fweai^ to nopuroolef' 
in endeavouriifg to prove thb^ E^lijb Mb* 

narchy 



^tchy "Ek&vtCy becaufe it will Aot bring 
rfiern in the leift nearer their depofing Do- 
i^riiie, urilds they coiild bring us to the 
jJlan of the German Empire, whofe Monarch 
is ho more than the Reprefentative of the 
Efeftorai College, and bv their Conftitufion, 
may be depiived at tlidr pleafure. But 
, whom can our King reprefent ? if he has 
Any ElfedcJrs, they muft be the Parliament. 
He confequently muft Reprefent them. But 
according to our Conftitution, the King's 
iDteath dmdlves the Parliament, which is in- 
conflfteht with the Charafter of a Repre* 
fentative, becaufe upon the Death of a Re- 
frefeiititfvey thk Power's fhould rather re- 
volve to the Fbuntain head from whence 
ihey firft flow'd. The Death of the Reprc- 
fehtativc cannot dtftroy the Bemg of the 
Pferfoii Reprefeftted. 

I have been often mov'd with the Imper- 
tinence, more than the Solidity of a triffling 
Obje^ioh that creejps into every Seditious Pa- 
^t in thefe unhappy times, viz. where is 
any Hereditary Succeflion in the World from 
^AdmH ? has not our Englifh Succeflion been 
bri)fceand p^tch'd up again in almoft every 
Refen (ihce the Gonqueft ; all which I grant 
witfifeiit^iiy prejudice to my Hypothefes, for 
I urgefifhe Patriarchal Sceme, and the Right 
of Primageniture in the firft Ages of the 
WoHd^ only to prove the Divine Right of 
Government, in oppofition to a State dr Na- 
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ture, tliat the World might fee thro- wliat 
Channels Power .was at firft convey'd, I alfo 
inlargod upon the Right of Primogeniture 
to (hew how agreeable it was to the Law 
of Nature, and the Intention of God in the 
Creation of the World, which renders it ve- 
ry prohaifle that 'tis not highly difpleafing to 
mmfince. 

. Let therefore the Succeflion be never fo 
often broke, if the Right is not reftorM to 
the injur'd Heir, while he or his Pretentions 
live, the ufurping Government is properly 
no Government at all, but a Combination 
of Felons : But when the Heir dies and 
leaves no Pretenders behind him, God either 
as his Infinite Wifdom thinks proper, marks 
out the Ufurper for Divine Vengeance, and 
fends an Omri to revenge the FaQ:, or ibme- 
times for Reafons belt kqown to himfelf, he 
fufFers the Ufurper to Build up his Family 
upon the Ruins of the former. 

Pofleffion againft Claimants is no plea, but 
PofTeffion without Claimants is a good plea, 
:becaufe that which a Perfon can poifefs with- 
,Out, injury is his own, and Injury neceffarily 
fuppofes fomebody injurM; which Injury 
cannot remain after the injur'd. Perlbn is dead, 
and thefe to whom Reftitution can be made. 
Then God ftanips his Authority upon tli^ 
Regnant Prince, whofoever he happens to 
be, thq People either .choofe, or are compell'd 
to fubnut to liim. 

But 
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But fome Perlbns in thefe Days have com- 
mitted a Rape upon common Senfe, in af- 
ferting their imaginary Rightis of Conqueft, 
and Titles of Kings, "D^ /^^^<s>, Notions Redi- 
cuPd even by one of the moft confiderable. 
Saints in their Calendar, as.it juftly defervM, 
I mean Co\. Sidney ^ a Perfon of whom I 
may juftly fay, that he had Qualities which 
unhappily turnM to wrong Obje£ls, made 
that Man a Plague, who would otlierwife 
have been the Ornament of his Country. 
Even he has fhewn in his Tryal, that a T)e 
faHo Title was fo mean, even Oliver Crom^ 
well fcornM to ftoop fo low as to take it up. 

I have ihewn in what Manner Conqueft 
may be the means of procuring a Right Ti- 
tle, but that Conqueft abftractedly gives a 
juft Title, is abfurd ; for 'tis no more than 
cafting Lots: The Sword is as uncertain 
and precarious a Decifion as the Votes of a 
Multitude, or Balloting in a Houfe of Com- 
mons. But what Law compels me to ha- 
zard all my Pretenfions upon fuch precari- 
ous Terms, is it not poffible for me to have 
a Right to exercife my Powers, tho' my Ex- 
ternal Actions are reftrainM by Bars, or 
Chains of Iron. If I confent indeed to fubmit 
my Conteft w^ith a Neighbouring Prince to 
the Chance of War alone, if he Conquers 
me 'tis owing to my own Agreement, and 
from that Aft he derives his Power over me. 
But to ten me that Right, can be deducM 
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from th6 Natural Powers of the Body, or 
that a greater number of Wretches who 
have neither Senfe nor Ability to Live with- 
out engaging in a wrong Caufe, can by Vir- 
tue of their united Force and over-powering 
me, arrive to a good Title to my Life and 
to my PolTeffions ; is an Idea of Right more 
fuited to a Beargarden than to Civil Societies, 
and for ought I know, "Bruine if he had fair 
play, might contend for Sovereignty with 
the ftrongeft Prince in Chriftendom. The 
King of Denmark feizes upon the Dutchies 
of "Bremen and Verden ; we mull very much 
refleO: upon that Monarch, to fay that he 
had do other Claim thereto, but what he 
owM to a vaft Superiority of Soldiers , I am 
liire thefe are State^of Nature Pi-incipleis, and 
Calculated as much to fupport the Ufurpers 
tipon the Highway, as Ufurpers of Thrones 
and Kingdoms. 

But fome will tell us that Kingdoms have 
been difpos'd by Lots: The Terfian Mo- 
narchs derivM their Titles from their Horfes 
Noftrils, without any Breach or Contradir 
dion in their Conftitution, and if the En^- 
glijh Monarchy is fo contrive, that xPoffeiS- 
on (which is another fort of Lottery) fhaH 
give a Title, what Contradi£lion is this to 
-common Senfe ? 

I ardTwer, that however precarious the 
Choice of a Monarch might he, all Confti- 
tutions took Care tliat the Reiga ihoukl not 
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be fo. Bu£ to expofe a State to perpetual 
Convulfions to inveft them by the Laws, 
who by thofe very Laws are uecIarM Tray^ 
tors, with Imperial Crowns, and all the 
Rights and Privileges of Kings de jure^ is 
fo monftrous to conceive, that we; muft have 
very exprefs Declarations in our Euglijb Laws 
tp perfuacje me to believe this abfurdity. 

The A£ts of Kings De fatio are with us 
of no weight, becaufe they were Parties 
concern^, and the Authorities of thofe Ach 
is part of our Queftion. But if we confiilt 
what Opinion * the Nation ever had of Ufur- 
pers when they were recovered from their 
Power, we iball find when, and where, tlie 
Evglifh Conftitution prevailed, when it wa^ 
Ifuried, and when it rofe again from its Ruins^ 

To oniit the Ufurpations before the Con- 
awft as too remote from ^mmon View, I 
ili^ll defcend to the firft Ufurper after, viz^ 
^teven. The Author of the Book of Here- 
ditary Bright has fufficiently prov^, that hf 
was oppos'd by the Enppreis Maud an4 lier 
Adherents, notwithftanding his being 19 Pot 
fejQGon, as an Ufurper: And Henry the 2d 
when he had obtained the Crown, deposM 
the Noblemen made by Steveny as meer ima- 
ginary faMe Earls and Lords, fee p. 5f. 

The Lancaftrian Ufurpation had its vari- 
ous tiira3„ till it was flnaliy overthrown by 
. Edward the 4th, and for eve? blafted by the 
moft ibl^mA aflid m«mor^bJe Jbhs: w oyr 
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Conftitution." The Houfe of Lords declarM 
upon a full Hearing of the Pretenfions dH 
both Parties, that the Duke of Tbrjfc's Title 
could not be Defeated, and Henry the 6th 
join'd in the Determination of the Lords, 
that the Duke of TorW Title was juft, law- 
fiil and true. And Henry the 4th, in a Pub- 
lick Protefration made to the Parliament, ^i^- 
ownM the Right of Conqueft, as has been 
obfervM by the fame Author p. 107. he has 
alfo prov'd that fome A£ts of the Ufurp- 
ihg Henries were of no Authority in the fuc- 
ceeding Reign, becaufe not confirmed there- 
by> p. 138* as for Richard Duke of TVrPs 
attempt to recover his Right it was agree- 
able to the Law of Nature. But I am fure 
the Attempt of a Perfon who has no fuch 
Title is by our Laws High-Treafon. 

Thefe Ufurpers i Edw. 4. c. i . were called 
pretended Kings, and Kings in Deed, but 
not in Right, and their chief Adherents were 
attainted by A£k of Parliament, which they 
could not feve been if they fervM their law- 
ful Prince, all Afts done in ^judice oS 
Richard or bis Heirs were declarM of no 
Force or Value, in Henry the 8ths Reign, 
they were adjudged Traytors who fhould by 
any means Council or endeavour to interrupt 
the Heirs of Henry the 8th in purfuance of 
his Will, from inheriting to this Kingdom. 

This Afl: we may fee 35 Hen. 8 th, c. i. 
•and the feme feconded more ftrongly in the 
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ift Edw. 6. 12. That if any of thofe Pef- 
fons to whom the Crown was limited, ftiould 
ufurp upon one another, they ihould be ad- 
judged Tray tors, and fufFer the Pains of 
High-Treafon. 

I give the Reader this fhort Sketch that 
he may fee liow much our Enemies impofe 
upon us with their Mountebank Pretences to 
their having the Conftitution on their fide, 
when they have the whole Biilk of the 
EngUjh Laws againft them, and they are 
forcM to recur to the miferable fubterfuge of 
Laws made by Ufurpers to prove their fide 
pf the Quefl:ion,, 

My Ninth Propofition is the Refult of the 
foregoing, for if all Legal Efl:ablifhM Go* 
vernments are of Divine Right, the fqpream 
Power in any cannot be Refifl:ed. But I 
have obferved junms Brutus i, alias the 
French Hugonot ^za^ in his Book calPd 
VindicU Contra Tyrannos^ has not in the leaft 
clear'd what he meant, by the Supream Pow- 
er, and. the Refult of his Book is, that all 
Governments that ever have been in the 
World were Commonwealths. I fhall not 
contend with him or any one elfe about the 
Name. King, Duke, Eledor, Landgrave, is 
the fame to me, all that I firuggle for, is to 
know whether the fupream Power is lodged 
in one or many, and if he could prove that 
the States of enrragon were part of the fu- 
preaxn Power with the King, he only proves 
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^4rragon a Com fnoh wealth, Mrhich I am fure 
is very little tothe purpdfe 6f Rebellion : tf 
lie had laid do^vn that the States had eqmially 
Coercive poU^er over daeh other, upon Male 
Adminiftration he had enlargM his Qtieftiori 
fforil Its Intricacies and Shackles with which 
it Was Involved. Biit if he would infinuate 
thkt no Nation was under a Legal Adriiihi- 
itotidn in WhicKthe Suprfesfm Power was In- 
vtfted in oHe, I niake bold to tell him he is 
miftaken a& t(^ Fa^i and I fliall Indeavour 
to provt biffi (6 in the Sequel 

Our AdverfafieS thef efbrb vainly Clamouf 
againft us, as tho' by afferting tHe, tk>Sttiht . 
6{ Paflive Obedience, we ebiifouhd^ all the 
Civil Rights of cfie Ptopfle, and made Conl- 
fiionweialtfej bend ro Def^totcfc Power, where- 
as we mejki no mcfre maft that the Suprfeam 
Power in ev6ry State miik be obeyed with- 
out Referve in all Things not contrary to tlie 
Law of God. This has bfeen tlte ftanding 
Doaririe Cif ^11 Ages flnce fclie Cr&tidh of 
tibe World, and has rteeivM a more folemh 
SahOfion (torn Ghriftianity. The pririiifivfe 
Ghriftians fubmitted to the nio/l bitter Per- 
ftcutions^ as AQis of the C^ritry in vrKkh 
they LivU Thertfo^e (i> Tetiul^ian in his 
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Book ^^ Vuga in Terfecutione^ afferts, ^ That 

* he was an Enemy to Cafar who took • 

* Money of a Chriftian to diimifs him lafe 

* from Punifhments. (2) 

Sp in his Book e/J J Scapulam. 

* Altho' Treafon be laid to ont Charge,^ 
^ no JSIigrians^ eAlhinianSy or Caffiansy were 
*" ever found amongft ys Chriftians, while 

* at the fame time, thole who but Yefter- 

* day fwore by the Genius of their Emper 

* rors, and ofFerM Sacrifices for their Health 
^ and Profperity, and have appeared moft 

* zealous againft us, have been the firft 

* in Rebellion againft their Sovereign ; but 

* a Chriftian is an Enemy to no Man^ 
^ much lefs to the Emperor, who claims 

^ our Love and Efteem as he is conftitu- ♦ 

* ted by God ; for whofe welfare, with that 
V of the Common- Wealth, we offer up ton- 

* tinual Prayers ; we beftow thofe Honour? 

i ■ I - 1 " -^ — -^ 

r 

> (2) Sic 3c circa Majcftatem Imperatoris infamamur Sc ta« 
IBcn nmiquam Albiniani, nee Nigriani vel Cafliani inTeniri po« 
tuerunc Chrifliani fed iidem ipii qui per g^nios eorum in pri- 
jdie u{q\ juraverunt, qui pro falute eorum in pridie ufq*, jara- 
Verunc, qu) pro falute eorum hoftias 8c feceradc dc vove- 
ranc , qui Chridianos foepe Damnaverant , hoUcs eorum 
funt reperti, Chriftianus^i nullius eft hoftis nedum Imperatoris 
quern fciens a Deo fuo conAitui, neceffe efl ut 6c ipfum diii- 
gat Sc revereatur, 8c honoret & falvum elfe velit cum toto 
.Romano Iniperio quo ufq^ feculuin fbabit, tamdiu enim (labit 
Colemus ergo 8c Imperatorem ficquomodo 8c nobis licet 8c ipit 
expedi; ut hbminem Deo fecundum 8c quicquid eil a Deo con- 
fecucum, folo Deo miuotein hoc 8c ipfe volet (ic enim omni- 
bus major eil; dum i^lo vero Deo minor c{):> fie 8c ipfis Deis 
, major e£t dum ipii in poteftate funt ejus icaqv 8c facrificamos pro 
/alu;e Imperatoris f(d Deo noftro 8c ipfius. AdScapulam. c. i^ 
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upon the Emperor, which are raoft pro^ 
per for us tp give, and him to regeive, as 
next to, and the immediate ,Subftitute of 
God : Which is as much as he, can defire, 
as he is Second to none but God, and cdn- 
fcquently above all your inferior Deities, 
who are under his Protection and Care, 
we offer Sacrifices for the fafety of the 
Emperor to his and our God. , 
Again to flhew that the Chriftians in thofe 
bays did not want Numbers. 
. (ij ^ What will you do with fo many 
^ TfouGinds of Men and Women of allA- 
^ ges and Qualities, who offer themfelves to 
* yoii, wliat Fires aud what Swords muft 
^ you have occafion for. 

He alfb fhews that Martyrdom was a 
Crown to be fought after, and not avoided 
by indirefl: Meajis. 

(4) ^ For when we are exhorted to Pati- 
^ cnce, it has refpeft to our Paflions, and 
^ wiien we are warned to flee from Idolatry, 

^ this 



()) Hoc ii placuerit 6c hie fieri qwid facias de tancis tnitti^ 
bus hominam, cot Viris ac Facminis omnis Sexus, omnis J'Etir 
zU , omnts Dignitatis offerentis fe tibi , quantis Ignibus, 
quantisGladiis of^us tibi crit. ib. c. 4. 

(4) Sic ^ ficut Tolerahtiam praeci|tit, quibas iti^gis eak 
^tt«ni ^aOioRibus profpicit, fie tibi ab Idblatria deveiltt quid 
et cna^is quam Martyria praeveHit, plane monet^Homanos om- 
mSava ?«teftactbtts SubjicL Quit non fit poteftat niii a Deo. 
QutM. «MMi 4tne CattCi gladiam geftet, Sc quia minifter fie 
Dei^ fed tittnx inquit im irtm e] qui maium fecerk, nam Sc 
ffrmm^trat^ ptincipes entm iton fmit ttmori bono operi fed 
mui^y Tfi AViXtm naik tmerepoccftaton booam lace Laudem ab 

tort* 
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this has ralation to our "being Martyr?. , 
The Apoftle commands the Romans to be 
fubje£t to the Powers that be, becaufe all 
Power is from God, and thd Magiftrdte. 
does not bear the Swbitl iii vain, but is, 
the Minifter of God, and avenger upon 
thofe that do ill, for he before laid, that 
Princes are not a Terror- eo good Works^ 
but to ill) but woiiM thou not fear the 
Power, do that which k good, and ' thou 
flialt have the Praife, fdr he is the Mini- 
fter to thee for good. But if thou doeft E- 
vil, fear. So that he does not place the 
liibjeftion to Magifti-ates* in avoiding Mar- 
tyrdom, but in a good Life, refpeOring 
them as Patrons df Juftice, and Minifters 
of Divine Wrath to the wicked. He there- 
fore tells you how you fhall be fubjeft to 
the higher Powers, commanding to give 
Tribute to whoni Tribute, to Cafar tnofe 
which are Cafarsj and t6 God thofe which 
f are Gods. St. Teter fays the King is to 

CO referes, Dei ergo n)inifl:er ut tibi in bonum, (i vero malum 
facias, time ita non in occafione jFruflrandi Martyril jubct tc 
fubjici poteilacibus fed in provocatione bene vivendi etiam fub 
illarum refpedu quaii adjutri cuni jufticix quaii miniftrarum 
Divini judici, hie etiam de nocentibus pra: iudicantts debinc dc 
cxequitur quomodo vclit te fubjici poteilatibus, rcddere jubeas 
coi Tributum ; Tributum, cui vedigal> ve(f^igal> id eft quae 
funt Carfaris Cxfari : & qux Dei Deo, folus autem Dei homo 
condixer^t Petrus Regemquidem honorandum ut tamen tunc 
Kex honoretur cum fuis Kebus infiftit cum i Divinis Honori- 
hus longe eft^ Quia Sc Pater ^ Mater dtligentur cum Deo 
fiion comparabuntur Tert. fcorpiac* ado Goofticos. p. £75^. Edit. 

G a "at 
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< be honourM, which Honour is more titily 
c paid to him in his fecular Sphere, without 
^ regard to his Ufurpations upon Religion, 
^ be^ufe Father and Mother are nothing in 
^ comparifon with God. See TertuUian a-* 
- gainft the Gnofticks. 

(5) He teUs us in his Book about Idola* 
try, That we ought to be fubjeft to Princes 
and Powers, according to the Apoftles com- 
mand, provided we do not extend the Pre- 
cept fo far as to incur the ^uilt of Idolatry. 
He inftances in the three Children, who not- 
withftanding they paid all due Reverence to 
NehuchodonozeTj would not pay Divine Ho- 
nours to his Image. From whence I con- 
clude, that even Idolatry does not vacate a 
Prince's Commiffion from the moft High. 

. In his Apology he gives an Account of 
the Prayers ofFerM up for the fafety of the 
Emperors. 

(6) ^ We invoke for the fafety of the Em^ 
^ perors, the Eternal, True, and Living 
^ God ; whom the very Emperors, above 
* the reft, defire to be propitious to them. 

' They 

»i I I - — ■.....- 

{5) Igitur quod attinet ad honores Regum & Imperatorum 
fatis praefcriptum, habemus in otuni obfequio eflle nos oporcere 
fecundum Apoftoli prasceptum^ fubditdsMagiftra'tibus 6c prin* 
cipibus dc poteftatibus^ fed intra limites Difcipitnae qu6rq; ab 
Idolatria feperamur. Tert de Idolatria. 

{6) Nos enim pro falute Imperatorum Deum vocamus A- 
ternum, Deum Verum, Deum Vioum, quern &' ipii impera* 
tores propitium iibi praeter caeteros malunt, fciunt quis illis 
dederit Imperiunij fciunt qui HomineS) qui & Anixnas fenti- 

unt 
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^ They know he save them Empire, and 
^ that he is the only God in whofe Power 
^ they are, to whom they are Seconds, and 
^ after whom they are over all things, even 
^ their own Gods ; which is no wonder, for they 
^ are Superior to Men living, and the Living 
^ are preferable to the Dead. Let them ex- 
^ amine the force of their Empire, but let 

* them know that all this Strength and 
^. Power- is derivM from God, and they are 

♦ accountable to him for the fame. 

(7) oArmhius feems to look upon it as a 
monftrous Calamity, that thofe could not 
Reign to whom Nature had given the Right. 

(8) He meptions in his fourth Book Prayers 

for Princes* 

, ^ Why fliould our Holy Books be com^ 
^ mitted to the Flames, and our Hpufes of 
^ Prayer demolifliM, in which the moft high 
^ God is WorfhipM, and Peace and Pardon 
^ are calPd down from Heaven for all Men, 



unt eutn Deum effe folum in cujus folius potdlate funt a quo 
i\int fecundi poft <^uem primi ante omnes Sc fuper omnes quid- 
ni fuper omnes Deos Homines qui utiq; vivunt 6c mortuis an* 
tiftent. Recogicant quou(q*, vires Imperii valeanc Sc ica Oeum 
-intelligunt adverfus quern valere uon poifuut per euni valere ce 
cognoi'canc. Tert Apologia ad Gences. c. 30. 

(7) Non Regnant non Imperant quibus fors Rerum atri- 
bltta ell Arnc^iui contra Gentes, UB. i . 

(H) Kam noftra quid em fcripta cur Ignibus m^ruerint Dari 
;cur inhumaniter Convencicula dirui in quibus fummus ora- 
tur Deus, pax Cuu<flis, Sc venia poflutatur magiftratibus Ex- 
crcitibus,^ Regibus^fafailiaribus, inimicis adliuc vitam degcnci* 
bus^Au^oluti&CcMrperum vindUonc Afnob contra Gente, lih. 4, 

♦for 



^ fin*" the Magiftrates^ Armies, Cffr. for our 
^, Enemies either alive or dead. ' 

In fhort, Teftinionies would ftow in too 
feft for the intended Bulk of this fmall Trea- 
tife, if I fhpuld recount all the Paffages in 
Tertullian^ and the reft of the Fathers on 
this SubjeQ: in this confpirM St. Cyfrian^La- 
i^antius^ St. oAuftin^ St. ^mhrofcj St. Chry^ 
Joftomy TheofhylaB^ Oecumenius^ Gregory ui^ 
Great, St. "Bernardy with a vaft number of 
Fathers more, who all agreed iTi the fame 
Note. 

No Opinion \vas ever more univerfalTy 
maintained as this, it held its hold without 
interruption, till within thefe*two or three 
laft Centuries. Rebellion having fince gainM 
Ground, the Jefuits broke the Ice firft,' to 
aggrandize the Pope, and the Plianaticks 
took it out of their hands, and liave managed 
It fo well, that there is fcarce any Country 
in Enrofe^ but feels the fmart at this Day. 

What Heffed Work it has made in France^ 
Germany^ Hungary^ England^ Scotland and 
Ireland^ let the prefent Age tell, and the next 
to come learn Inftruftion thereby. 

I conclude that to refill the Supream Pow- 
er is to ftrike at God, and however fome Na- 
tions may feem to profper in fuch a Rebellion 
againft Heaven, a fecret Plague will attend *em 
and a Curfe nip their moft blooming Hopes. 
Divifion, Factions, and eternal Tumults in 
the Streets ftiall be their Lot, and future Ages 

will 



\. 
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wai be only the Vehicle of Ridicule for their 
Pofterity. 

Who can think without Indignation upon 
the Havock it has made with the moft flou- 
rifhiijg Nations, where are the Glories of 
the Roman Empire, and the artful Contri- 
vance of the Grecian Commonwealths/ but 
trampled upon by Barbarians, anil even the 
Hiftories that inform us of their Rife, their 
Progrefs^ and their Decay, have fcarce come 
intirc to our liands. Foreign force could never 
have wrought thefe Changes, they eat firll 
into their own BowelSj to prepare a Recep^ 
tacle for their Enemiesw 

Thus have I cleared the way to come at 
the Englifb Cbnftitution, my next Task fhall 
be to point out the fupream Power in our 
own Country^ that we, may know to whom 
we owe this unlimited ObecUence. 

I laid down that die fupream I^ower being 
in one or many, was the difference between a 
Republick and a Monarchy, this ought to be 
the Critevion of either. But 'tis the misfor- 
tune of a great ma.ny Perfonsof Judgment 
iand Senfe, to miftakeour Conftitution for a 
mix'd Monarchy, which is indeed a flat Con- 
tradifiion, as will more plainly appear in the 
iucpeeding Propofitions, for tho' he is bounded 
Iby Laws, thofeLaws are Obligations laid uppit 
himielf, they do not proceed from any Ex- 
ternal coercive Sandion* But to fay that ^he 
is tli^ liipream iBowfiTf only while he^overns 



[48] 

by Law, and ceafes to be fb, when he afts 
contrary to Law, is pure Nonjenfe^ for Law*' 
by Def. 7. is a Canon or Rule by which Men 
are obligM to frame their Anions ; which 
obligation muft be either voluntary, or arife 
from a fuperior Power, and the Obligation 
dies with the Impofer. But if the King by 
acting againft Law, forfeit his Power, there 
muft be a Power Superior to his in Being, to 
whom the Exercife Revolves, and confe- 
auently he is only the Reprefentativeof the 
iupream Power ; perhaps this is what ibrtie 
People mean by the fupream Executive Pow- 
erj which proceeds more from their corrupt 
and clouded Ideas, than from Truth. But 
however this they muft grant, that if the 
King is only the Repfefentative of the Su-^ 
pream Povj^er, that Power rtiuft be fome- 
where elfe; if it be in the People, we run 
back into a ftate of Nature ; if it is in any 
leffer Body, it muft be a Commonwealth ? 
For aBody of Men may conftitute a Reprefen-^ 
tative with full Power, without altering the 
Nature of a Commonwealth; as Rome^ 
when it chole a Dictator, invefted with the 
compleat Exercife of all the Majefterial Pow- 
ers, the Dictator was the Reprefentative of 
the Senate, and Rome was a Commonwealth 
ftill. 

No Body will deny, but that if the alilb^ 
lute fupream Power was invefted in one fingle 
State as My iks my own Hypothefis ceu)d 

fuppoie^ 
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fu^j^r^ ^hkl this QQ^a l)e a4Jc)ifipleat Mo- 
narchy, I ask jvbether dividing this Power 
6pQneft two Per^ 6t as inany more a^ 
tou^pea^^ not alter the Nature of 

Biys Governi3fiei\t? by what Name then fhould 
|ire call it 7 a ]i^^ it could riot be, for 

if the Siipream Povirer invefted in two, is 
?pn6ftent .Wiijh Jylonarchy ; the fame Reafon 
holds that Twenty, or a Hundred, or ^ 
TIjoufand, ^pay have the Supream Power iii 
a Monarci^, apd cdnfe<juently Venice or 
Holland m2iy be Monarchies, and the Word 
iNjf QDai^by is an Individuum Vagum. 

If tjaele ^^xenpiflTes are catrefuuy cOnfiderM, 
4 gdixM MonaiJichy will appear a flat Contra- 
(^ion; fpr jf a Monarch hp not tne'^full 
§upream Pov^ers originaUy invefted in himr 
' It, he m^ft ^"^ theili fomewhere eife, and 

conf^iJ^l^lkKeprefentad^^ of another 
/pwen 

v/Jf any PipHbn <3in ffatie iny other diflPe. 

is^npe b^ween |l IVfonarchy and a C<xnmon;^ 

^«jdi,^ I ihalt iK glaJ to find it, 

' But when wejcorae to<Mv E^lifli CodSlu 

imtiop, we ,^ave numerous Ccmteits for and 

4x^ a CQ^iQQjnvirealth^ and fo unhaj^y 
, ve xh& Notidris of fome of the moft zea» 
Iq^s Affei|ters .\df" Mpnarchy; tteen, that 
wliile they hatie fanciea themfelves cohtendr 
jf]g fo^ Maaairchy, the plan they have laid 

^,^.^^^16^45^^ ^PS}^(b ConftitutiQn^ 
£i^beeiil pureCommonwealthir. 
''^ H The 
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The Contefts about the dirpenfing Power 
at the Tryal Ofthe ]S{(h6p$ in king jT/aw'f A 
Rcign^ was but a mift to hide a Scheiile for 
a CoTfifti6n\yealth, if foirie Gentlerneri id 
that Tryal h;^d fpoke their, plain Thoughts, 
not difguis^d bjr Tricks and toilufions, they 
would have fpokc Treifon efloflgh, aft leaft 
to deferve Hanging. 

I cbncliide our LdWs ha<re ^nted out.tgi 
us the Supremacy of the King. 

Sm«^^ has told us, die King has no Sii- 
perior but God, in more places than one or 
two. 

But the Supremacy of the 'King will more 

plainly appear froni a vie«r df the Nature 

of Homage, ^tis given Us in Littleton §• 85. 

Thus when* the Tenant fbati make Ho^ 

miage to his Lord, he (hall be ungirt^ and 

his Head uncoverM, and hk Lord Ihkll 

(it, and the-Tenant fhall kfled before hfm pitt 

both his Knees, and hold his Hands' 

together between the Hahdi of fciis 

and (hall fay, Thus I becoirie your Mih^ 

from tliis Day forward, of Life and Lhiih, 

of Eardiiy AVorfliip, arid lifnto you fhall 

bie True and Faithful, and bear you * Faith 

for the Tenements that IxlaJrii tO hold d[ 

5^ou (fa ving the Faith tliat I oWe unto oirt 

Sovcfreign Lord the King^ and then the 

Lord {o fitting fhall kifs; him. . ' 

From this Homage, I coricliidfe, tfiat aft 

the Land ia this Kingcfom^r ^ the ktire prb^ 
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^.irty of the King, and that All^iance 
to nim is the Condition by which every 
Subjeft hold? his Lands, which is provM by 
Sir Edward Cokcy in his Comrnentarics upon . 
the faici Littleton. §. 85. 

1 . There is no Land in England in the hand 
of any Subjeft (as hath been faid) but it is 
hplcjf n of feme Lord by ibme kind of Ser- 
vice, as partly hath been touchM before. 

2. All the Lands within the Realrn, were 
originally derivM from the Crown, and. 
therefore the King is Sovereign Lord, either 
njediatdy or immediately, of all and every 
pai^c^I of Land \yichin the Realm. 

This Reiervjation of the Allegiance to the 
♦King, Sir Edward Cgke urges as a proof that * 
the icing is the faid Lord paramount, and' 
h^ brings a Cafe of Complaint againfl WaU 
ier Bifnop of JS^trff e^r, that the faid Walter^ 
to the great Damage of the Kings Preroga- 
tive, had prefumM to receive ttdmage from 
fome Perfons therein exgrefly namM, with- 
out any Refervation of tHeir Homage to the 

King. , \ : ^:\ 

* If the King is only the Servant of the.Sii- 
pteam Power, fureiy a Refervation ought 
nave been irififted upon, in behalf of Homifge 
due to aParliainent. But ^tis fo far from thjjr, 
even thp very Members df ParUa were 
forcM to 4q Homage to die Kin^. 

Befides lif s Pplitick. arid Natural Capacity 
aris faid to be iaieperable • if fo, the Supream 

H 2 Power 



iPower adheres fo clofely to him that it can* 
not be feparated without ]6Quring out his 
Blood with it^ 'Tis work?d up into the ve- 
ry Compofitidn of the Man^ nor can tli^, 
whole Houfe d[ Lords or Comi&ons by any 
State Afts feparate one from the other., Conr 
iequently he cannot be their Rpprefentative. 
Calvin^ Cafe will determine this alone. ., 

TheQueftion was, whether Calvin diSqotch' . 
many could be lookM upon ai6 an Alien^ who 
was born in Scotland^ tho* under the Pro? , 
tfeftion of James the Firft, who was Kiiig^ 
of England., 

It wasRefolvM by the Lord Chancellor and[ 
Twelve Judges, that the Plaintifcould.be- 
no Alien. Tney urgM,. ift the PoUtick .Cji.r ^ 
piicity dould be divided from. the Natiii^', 
only by Death atone. That the Liegiance* 
due to the King, was due to hia\ as a Natu- 
ral as well as Politick Peribo^ what Lic^j? * 
aiiCc was due from a Tenant to his Lordk! 
I have before infifted upon. But they telf 
ui that there is an higher Coone^ioa be?' 
twech a Sovereign andSubjed:, than Lora^ 
or Tenant, which they provM hy feverai 
ASts of Parliament, that the All^iance due 
to the King was a Natural Allegiance. . Tbe| 
Oath in thofe times was thus. , . /'^ 

* You (ball fw€^ that from this .Day fcivr^ 
^ ward you fhall beTrue a,nd Fwthful^to^Qux, 
^. Sover^n Lorid Kin^'J^»jiiiid>Iiis U^ 
^ a;id Truth and Faith ihall bearofXi&i 

■ ' ^ and 



^ and Member, and ^^ene Hoiiour, and 
^ you (bari neither know, nor. hear of atiyjjl}.. 
^ or Damage Intended unto.fiun, C«fc- y -, 

The Antiquity pf this Oafh is dediif:^<f (C^j 
yen from, Q/4r/^Z?«r, they concluded tHat J^a- 
tural 'Allegiance had no boiunclsi or refffatni;.;.,^ 

They . dtfatlowM the djiy ifioA of his Nat^r. . ^ 
ral and Politick Capacity/ cohlequentfy.a^^^ 
Calvin was, J5orn under the Iji^gjojOK^^ pt 
King Jamesy'hQ could be .ho Alien .'w .iWr] 
jDominiofls of: the Kin^ of England.. ' ".I r- '. .'r ^ 

They Urg^d; that the King held.hiilCJng^j 
dom t)y Birthright inhertpt bypilcent frtpuw^, 

th^/BlqoaUoyai, wliefeupoQ Swcc(fi«i d[ot^^ 
atteiia. . .? . . -i 

, Sir EdwarJCpke charge$/the Notioa o£ie-< 
(titrating tbe PbliUck frdn tbef Natural Ca? 
picitY (^ tlie tCihg, upon th(|;' ^^«rm,.aad- 

I. If th« King do nbf demeaA ht^fel^ji^ 
R^fon^ ^ ia the, Rkjbit of 1)|sr.i Crown, ..ii^f 
il^es arjc .b9und by Oat;b tp remove ^j 

J*ing» , i.'i',-. V ■ - ■■ I ■ •,> ^ "i ■ ■ '' • 
-'j»<» Se^mg. i^ Kuijg cbuid-ijorte Rcfor^D\i^ 

by Suit c^ 14^1^9 jhatpijL^t^'l^ 
[.'i^ His LXo^are be „ ,- . ^^, 

vf&s oondefhfliM by V&r\iim&ai. Edw. z.E^^ 

Tiic 
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, The Allegiance of the Subjefl is due qua^t- 
tomodo^ Omni Jolt ^ femfer. 

Cixnvn and Kingdom wer^ taken for the 
King hipifelf. ■ ' ' ' ■ 

Alliance dqe to the King by the Law 
of Nature, antecedent * to Municipal Laws, 
and Kings theijifelyes were anfeqedfint tq 
Laws. ■ 

I wduM draw tliis inference from jyhat has 
been iaid, That tlie King cannot be either 
the Repr^f?ritative of the Peppje, or of the 
Parliament, for if he had l^een fo, C^lvi^ 
riinft have been an Alien. For the King's Re- 
lation to Scotland and England wou^ have 
been intirely diftinft, \yliich in the Opinion 
of thqfe Judges, they were not, becaufe they ^ 
were centurM in one l^erfon, ^hd were cpn-- 
fcquently infeperable. 

This famous Cafe of Calvin has irrefraga- " 
biy oyerthrown tlie Modef n Schemes of Re-' 
paftitkJfl of theSqpreamPow'eri and has plain-, 
ly proved the King lan Independant Monarch,: 
the Oath ifijdynM i £fe. c. i. amounts to 
-the {^mtyvi^. I dp utterly Teffjfjf andDe^-'' 
dare tit my Confcience that t})e j^tteen^'s Highy . 
nefs, i "^the only SuPieam Governdur' Of thls^ 
Realm^ we have aJfo i6 Rich. 2 c 5. That 
tfee Crown of England js Subject , to Go4 
alone. Sir Edward Coke haS e^laliiM what^ 
meant by the Crown of England in Calvit^s^ 
Cafe, viz. The Terfon cf the Kjng^whofi 

Toli^ 



.Politick Canity «\i«fe$sr^fTmi biij^'a' 
iurat. ' o.';-;--'""' -7 

Caq ai^.Qneliereaner:.'4^u|ttHat EaglaM^ 
is a .Monarchy. > ._ ",v\.- ■■.^ , ; i-. .i 

My iitH Propofitidn was tittt the ^ 
ftvamTdwir mujile placed tk fiichit m^ 
ger, thai in Caffs ef Emergency it maj ttia- 
jpable ^^»4^w* . We miilj Inqme^, \vlwf 
Toiyers are enentially xequiTite t6,.pppfecy^ 
Gover^imerit, if fack Vomrs zmtar aWe liji 
Veiled in the Viiad, ladegeaaantiy j ir 5^ 
mains that he miift be the Supream'PbweEi ;^ 
.The Pow.ec rf Peace- and War is inttiut 
,Kii^ alpfte* which, is. cei^^inly a mpft eifrc^ 
al Ipwer ; bedaule it includes Prote^p^ 
and -all. the ihpft vaUiahle Branches 9f' i^p^ 
vernmerit_ therein; but that Uiis is invj^l^ 
fplelj irilSni appeart by .a I^eclaratioil ^ jicr 
ijamcrit ^'£(fiBj* 1. . . . ".' ' i-,;jV 

* Tousitbeiongethy andtoourPart^^s^ 
' throiigji our Koyal Sig^iy,. ftraigMlx* jtf 

* D^ead^force Idf- Arnloiif, ,-.and altj^q- 

* "fiwce agairilt'pur Pei^ at alltihies, wKe^ 

* k ftiaU Pieiteus, andte Piiiiifli than whid^ 

* fhair Sd'cfSntrarv, accoiding to our Caws 

* and Uiage? pX {his Realm ; and hereunto 

* they are DQlihd to Aid us as thcar Sowireigp 
5 ^jord at ^aU fe^^as when Need Ihall ba^ ., 

,VWe f^JSer^ nonpw Ppwer collated by 
»& T^Iamspt'Huc 4 £(eclJn^(on of ^a^bl4 
di}ef^accordi|igiiatiieCMfbni.and Ofage$ (^ 

)iiie;Reaim.'rv ;. .' :" " ",:... ■ , " :~ -.; 
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S? tiiea af EAs.'.j.c. j.'/fe* id iU 
Kffi^^ Servfiftti Jball appear before any jifi- 
mfieriifjvl^ oArifd. Vhat latitude is 
here left to grivate Subjects toRevenge.their 
Wrotigsby fora: of Atmstipon ih'e King's 
*K«M&rs> ""■-' ■ > , : ,■ ' . ^' 
-" py ai5 7 df'JtaiBl'^. "c. ti.' !^^ian fidU 
^nh:mH0mfrwir-imthtb»^girfs witi. 
^ut'ihfKrigi^Ul ticencr. From ^*1lencpf 
T'taSdiide/^liaf 'iJfK'i7itite,Po*ef''rf Conj- 
■Hiiffltimiig PaToiisio'bean- V&ins WaS.in hinj- 
fsHP:-'^^v^-r''-'"' : ..^---^^■^ :; - 

'^'45tight5SftvJceTfes a Btilita:Yi'''t't''''0? 
•Wi^H W3,s«Vir'tWd|ht ttrojieratoe to tbe' 
'ffliSf 'Sii' BiiM^pU oMerVeS in Ws Com'. 
-t«^nirrtZrt^"§;'itij. .That it .was, Serii- 
»;ife,'j^n'»jWjtOT''jwM, ftrifiwt AiT)mtlr 
"Wnh -RfrCTB ■ 'wt^ - *(i tafitaSkm '^ominumj- 
it, was aUb call'd. Regale Servitiam, bccauie 
ftbaoteM parficuyrl^ to tIje'Ktng. Et Ser, 
t/i(iiri "Domim Re^ii. We find a Statute 
i'''^w, 2. concermng Knights which' Sir 
Evto; Cot<? in his Inft. tells us, was a Writ 
lir^dinance of tbe King and no ASt of Par- 
fenrent, i>. 2 Inft. §. 89J. in wliich tlie 
Rules about diftreiniqg for Knights-Sertice 
were fettled, irooi whence I conclude,- that 
it .^s a peculiar Prerogative of die King,,ana 
jipt'witbin th£ Sphere of a Parliament, itbe- 
^ins'^hus, 'Dominus ]^e.x Conce^lt^ 
■ The Court of CKirahy was proper alon^ 
to the King, and Appeals were allowM from 
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tlie Sentence of. that Court to hirfi, as Sif 
Edw, Ctike inforvAs us; 2 Inft. F. 125. '! 

Leyj^ng Wdr againft the King by the 25- 
of Ed^' j/c. 2. is High-Treafoh, there is 
no'exc^ptifth fota Parliament, 'tis alike Re- 
bellion ih them as" in private Perfons, to re- 
cur to Arms againft the King. 

The Co^nmiflion of Array Was iblely In- 
veft^d in the King ;. from thefe Inftances t 
conclude, tji^ Power of Arms is the King's, 
and was fo, Antecendentto any Aft of Par-.' 
lianient. No Subjeft, either in Parliament oj^ 
out, jcaA tegally-bear Arms without thq 
King's. Commiffion, which is as much as can 
be defirM for my Hypothfeifes, For, none but 
the King can Proteft his Subje^l:^ either iront 
Invafions Abroad, \0i^ Violences ^t Home, 
arid Commiflibns cranted by ahy other Powr 
ct,' even by a Paniamenti are a^ihft Law^.; 
By the 7 ot Edw. i. every Meniber is di(^ 
armM and forbid to come to the Affembly- 
with offenfive Weapons. 

No Msn who confiders ferioufly wiH deny, 
tliat if the Kins has an Indcpendant Power, he 
ftiuft be at Jeaft patt of the Supream, arid a 
rnoft effential Part too: if he fhou'd ceafe to 
a£t in Cafes of Neceffity, when Arms are to 
be recurr'd to, I wdu^a know what fhadow 
of our Laws, or what lilnt, can be* found, 
that favours the ParHament's 'affumingthe 
Pow,er of War; ' confeqpiently they Cannot 
legally^ againft the King's Confent, ev^en 

I "^^';iC!^ 
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wear a Sword., if you jullfic their extraor^ 
dinary exerting themlelves by the Powers of^ 
Nature, and the Right of Self-defence, you 
muft i-ecur to a ftate of Nature, whicn is 
out of the Sphere of my Queftion, becaufe 
by my Hypothefes Government is fupposM 
tobeah-eady eftabliOiM : Therefore a Parli- 
ament cannot recur . to Arms before they are 
reduced to a ftate of Nature, and are paft 
the Obligation of pofitive Laws, at wnich 
time thev themfelves can be no Parliament. 
I conclude, the Supream Power muft be in 
die King, becaufe . he only can Ad by the 
Right of Arms. 

Some perhaps, mjiy iaj^, he is only the Re- 
prefentative of the Parliament in this Cafe, 
but that the Power of War was Originally in 
Parliaments, vyliich 'tis ioapoflible to prove. 
Kings have been in this.Ifland 1700 Years* 
But I defy the moft Learned in the Law to 
prove Parliaments half fo Antient, therefore 
the Power muft be antecedent to Parliaments, 
or thofe lyings had not the Right of War 
which is abfurd to allege . of any Govern-, 
ment. But I fhall adjourn this Difpute to ano- 
ther Place. 

The Power of Treaties has been declar'd by 
Parliament, Inverted la the King. But this 
is equally eilential to die Supream Power as 
making War, for the Sword, muft not al- 
ways continue unlheathM. 

The 
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The Power of Pardoning is a particular 
Prerogative of the King, which is equivalent 
to difpenfing with the Laws, and the depri- 
ving the King of this Power, was declared 
unrealbnabiei. See C^^^'s Inft. p. 4. p. 42. 

The Power of ereflting Counties Palatine 
is another Proof of bur Argument, for if the 
King can confer the Regalia upon whom he 
pleales, and the Parliament cannot, he muft 
be the Supream Power, and alone can AQ: in 
that Cafe. But that he can do fo is evident 
from 4 Inft. p. 204. 

Another Argument I think not fit to omit 
is, the King can Pardon Treafon, ' biit a Par- 
liament without the King cannot ; other Pow- 
ers might be fpecified which are in referve, ' 

I conclude, that Activity and Paffivity are 
the certain Criterions of the Supream Pow- 
€r and of Siibjeftion ; by Def. j. If otte 
Tower 'can do all that another Tower caH 
do^ thofe Towers are equal in that ReffeB. 
If therefore one Power can do more than 
another Power, thofe Powers are Superiour in 
that Refpeft. But tho^ in Government there 
are many diftinfl: ends independant of each 
other, 'tney are neverthelefs fubordinate to 
the main end in Society, which is Govern^ 
ment ; there cannot be two Independant 
Powers in Society, more than there cati be 
two Supreams in one and the fame Society 
contrary to Axiom 1 2. 

I 2 • Power 



Power and A£tiOn &re &s Re<pipt'Ocpl ferms 
as Life and Confciouihefs. You cariiK)t fup7 
fiofe Power without Aftion, any more than 
you can fuppofe Life without QwfciQufnefs ; 
tor tho' it is not rjeceffary that the Supream 
Power Ihou'd be always making Eroclamati- 
pns and Signing Dead Warrants^' n^verthe- 
lefs there is an Ivi^uol vis qu^dam^ which a- 
nimates the Body Politick, as the Soul does 
the Body Natural , which Operates even 
while the Organs of the Body arc lock'd up m 
a moft profound Sleep. The Energy ^enliven? 
all the King's Court, even when his. Body 
is not there, it gives Strength afld Authori- 
ty to every Branch of Reprefentative Power 
thro' the whole Kingdom. But a^ a Body 
fenfdefs and benum'd with a Patfyi^ ip is the 
State benum'd when this Eneiigy is Re*- 
ftrain'd by any External Forces w^en Sedi^^ 
tioo and Tumults abound, either in Town ^ or 
Country, or where any voluntary- Society $ 
Ufwp* the Office of the Civil Majeftrate^ 
^r there when the Supream Poyvf r. nieet§ 
-with a Stop, it cannot Circulate thro' thaj: 
Part of the Body Politick, and . %\\o\ the Su^ 
pream Power is no more afFeftedl therewith, 
than the Rays of the Sun wl^eij tljie^;^re exr 
eluded Entrance into & Dungeon,- op;* Prifon ; 
yet that Part of tJie Body is I>ea4.and Uft- 
lefs^ ii not Hurtful to the adjacent Par^-s. 

If this Power cannot Aft by Reafon pf 
any internal Defeft ; this as much as to fay, 

that 



that; Power is -a.iyihilated ^^for if it esmuot 
A^ tis^ ho Power, '^y pef .^..^^fliXv thea 
WfltheSupream P-OMf/sn be ia, Kings, Lo^s 
anci ' ContimQns, , ioytfitly; ; . wlien the Loixb 
and . Conamons mA?e^ no, Exiftencc vipon 
^.^Diiiblution; if' "wC: grant t;^,, aUGovcrfh 
ljip>t begins /2)^ iV^^^ upon ^|he; Meeting ;qf 
d. >i"ew Parlianierit after. . lDl/^ol^ciG^ J^ 

thqa^the Pripr AQ^s^^^ ^o raprqrj^ipcj us tliaj^ 
KiBg, <^lfred% ,Qr; Edwar4.^ the, Cofi^fSbv^s 
Laws 3iad u^ tnoj*:, . . ;. '". V 

*:,Tbis Propohtiofli being thus l^ftablifli,'^ 
iwkes way-jfer the^fol^^ ppe... Thaftiff 
Stifream Tower ^imnot h.. iff .A(V/g) Lor^ 
mi Cjommons^ifhtly^; if ihc yKjng has^:'§ 
* f(m^r of . Cajltf^l. and "Difqlmug ' T^Hi^ 
meffts. ]^. r, '•■:;:. .. -r-^ 

We mufl: obferv^ in what Capacity a King 
Calls . and E)iffolv^ ^ Parlia»^nt. ; 
^, A.Moder^iflQtioa.pi-evaiI^ [ tfet; this Kiog- 
dftWtis Goverxi?d;byTlirce ^ilat^,, and th^ 

this4s aMiiftakfiji fot the .T|iFqe. j^l^lates w^ne 
anciently the Lords Spirituajij^ ; Ycpaporai, aA^ 
tbeConimona..4 Inft. p. ;!. i , . 

The Wa;it$ of i5Uuiinu)e3 t^ftify that jlip 
King.pallsritb^m; Authori^tivej^ to Parli^ 
roent ;. they .acf c^lFd to .i^dyiie and C^a- 
fi^lt. "pe -^frd^^s i^ org^ntibm^ negotiis Reg- 
mi 'Nofiri ./.i^/^li^ ^ E^.l^ qAnglicam 
Gf^nc^r^ntibus^^ Th^Y are fuppoi^'d not to be 
the ftanding, but. the occafional Council ,qf 

the 
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the Nation Summon'^. Colloquium habere 
^ TraBare cum Rege. ' • 

When they are Met^toEffential is the good 
Will of the King towards his -Commons, Sir 
Ed. Coke obferyes. 4 Inft- p. ^5. That it was 
one of the Petitions of the Commons to the 
King, that he wouM require the Arch-bifhop 
and all others of his Clergy, to Pray for his 
Eftate, for the Peace and good. Government 
of the Land, and for the Continuance of the 
King^s Good Will towards his Commons ; 
He lays moreover, how the King in all his 
weighty Affairs had usM the Advice of his 
Lords and Commons, (fo great a Truft and 
Confidence he had in them) always, proj 
vided that both Lords and Commons keep 
them within the Circle of t;he Law and 
Cuftom of the Parliament. 

I wouM ask whether ^is proper to fay that 
Servants fliouM put Truft and Gonfidence m 
their Matter, or that they fhouM Petitioii 
the Mafter to bear good Will towards them. 
I am fure this founds to me like the Acknow- 
legement of a Superiour Power, 

Sir Edward Cinte obferves when it was de- 
manded by the Lords and Commons, what 
might be a principle Motive to them to have 
good Succefs in Parliament, it was anfwerM, 
Eritis injuferahiles fi fueritis infeferahilfSy 
exflofum eft iUud Diverbium T)ivide ^ hn 
fera cum Radix i^ vertex Imperii in obedi^ 
entium confenfu rata funt. 

\ No 



No Perfon will deny, who imderftands" 
the leaft of our Laws, that the King's 
Writ is Effehtial to a Parliament, but if the 
king is their Servant,, their Writ IhouM be 
Effential to make him a King^ and as he Pro- 
rogues a Parliament, and Diffolvcs it^ if he is 
but upon an Equality with them, they ftiouM 
have Power to Sufpend or Diffolve the Ex- 
ercife of his Autjiprity. But what then is 
become of the Maxim, The J(jng never 
T!)ies ; Or, How can they Exercife fuch pre- 
tended Jurifdidion when they have no Being 
thcmfelves ? 

They do not Meet as an Independant and 
9lf|pream Body, for it was deelar'd by Lords 
and Commons in full iParliament upon "De^ 
mand made of them in behalf of the King^ 
That they cou^i not e^ent to /iny thing m 
Tarliament that tended to the T)isherifou 
of the . Kj^g and hk Crown wheyeunto they 
were Sworn. 4lnfl:;p, ^4. 

The Death of the King Diflblves the Par- 
liament, as Sir Edw^ Coke obferves, 14 ff«4. 
Summoned a Patljament tempore furifica^ 
tiomsj and he Dqcbas'd the i^otb of March, 
foUowi^, ib.as the Parliament was Diflblv^d 
by his Deceafe, Thereupon it was a Queftion. 
whether ^the Knights and Burgeffcs ihou'd 
have their W^es,, feeing nothiiig pais'd ia 
that Parliament. 4 Inft. p. 46. 

If the King's JDcath, without any previ- 
ous A^ of bis own, DifTolves a Parliament, 



it amdante to Demtfnfiratioii to me, diat 
they oive their Vigor tO him, and not he to' 
them; it fliows they owe their Beirijg not 
to the fifferttial Part of the Conftitution th& 
Politick, but; the N^tdt^l Capacity of the 
King ; for if tlie iirft, as' the moft Learnecl; 
Jiide 3^^/rife/>;:f obfeves. The TarliameM cou'd 
not Ctafe'it^oiithe Kjng\T)eath\ hecaufetW ' 
Khg //^ his Tolitick , edacity never 'Dies. 
See his Leaf f^fr^, p.* Id/ ' 
• Coke 'in his Comni^ntan?' upon Littleton 
tells us, None can 'Begin^ xiontimte^ or Dif^ 
folve a Tarliapient but by the Kjng^s Autho- 
rity, ^. J ^4* Which Itoc\Vs the Houfes do 
not Meet by their 0\^n'.' ','' - 

Judge. "Jenkyns obfe^vcs, The Kjng ^ the 
Head tf the TaTliM%ent^ the Lords the 
"Principle Members rjf. that %pdy^ the Cowr 
mons the Infer rour MenAers^ imdp "Body 
is Composed. Therefore .thete is no morfe 
Parliament without a'Kihg, than thcte is a: 
Body* without an Mead. ^; p. !?• 

Sir fiitfe;. C'dke obfervCs, • 4. ' Iijift. p. 2. 
Thc-K^ing is C^nt Trincipmn i^. finis 9ar^ 
liamenti. I am ftrre if ' He is' the Trincij^ium^ 
I^ cannot be the Rcpreferitathre X)f the Par- 
liament' ' ' ' . • 

We may obfcrvi from what has been ikid^ 
there may tie an Irifcrval between P3;rlia- 
njents. But as Judge Jenkyns has much to 
the t|tirp6fe obfery^^'p>57.; Ti?^?^^ c^n be 
nolntetregnum. ' -"'^'^ 

The? 
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^ The fame mofl: Excellent Perlbn has in 
p. 57. made an Objfervation which plainly 
proves the Dependance of Parliaments upon 
the King, which is this. 
: Queen Elizaheth SummonM lier firfl: Par- 
liament to be iield the 25d of Jan. in the firft 
Year of lier Majefties Reign. The Lords 
?ind Commons AfTembled by Force of the 
lame Writ. The 21 ft Day, the Queen fell 
Sick and cou'd not appear in her Perlbn in 
Parliament that t)ay, and therefore. Pro-: 
rc^uM it .until the 2 5 th of the fame Month 
of Jan. RefolvM h^ all the Judges of Eng-^ 
landy that the Parliament began not the Day 
of the Return of the Writ, viz. i^jd of 
Jan. when the Lords and Common, Ap- 
l^earM, but the 25^ of the fame Month, when 
the Queen came m Per Ion. 
I The Derivation of the Word Parliament 
is from Tarler. to Confult and Treat. Na 
Majefterialnefs can be Extracted from the 
Word which is naked and free from all Ter- 
four and Awe. 
There is a Difference, ^ even in the Writs, 
►r Summoning the Lords, and Commons to^ 
parliament. The firft are call'd to give 
Council, and the latter to Confent/ therefore 
fhe firft are moft properly Conciliarii Regni^ 
.Whatever ^ir eSw. Coke may plea fe to 
fiy of the Houfe of Commons, being a Court. 
of Judicature," the Houfe of Lords, I am. 
fitVe^ is ifiore compleatlv fuch. The Power « 

it ^ 
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of the Houfe of Commons extends only over 
their own Members ; and fUch Inftances Si r 
Edw. Coke alleges, which may as well 
prove a School a Court of Judicature, be- 
caufe the Mailer lias a Power of Whipping 
his Boys. But we muft obferve, the King is 
fuppos'd to fit in the Houfe of Lords, which 
enables the Houfe to Afl: as a Court of Judi- 
cature; and by Petition to him as Sitting 
there, Writs,of Errourare ReversM or Con- 
firmed, as Judge Jenkyns afTerts, p. 102. He 
obferves that Court is only the Houfe of 
Lords when the king Sits, which provesthat 
he gives Luftre and Vigour to all Authorita- 
tive AQ:s. 

Sir Edw. Coke obferves, 4 Infl:. p. 6. The 
TarUament does not Commence at the Re^ 
turn of the Writs^ hut hy. the Trefence of 
his Royal Terfou^ or his Refrefentatives'. 
Strange that the Rcprefenter's Reprefenta^ 
tivQ^ fliou'd have more Power than the Ori- 
ginal Mafl:er. 

I Appeal to common Judgment, whether 
ever any Pai'Iiament did Sit without the 
Kiitg^s Writ, which was not Blafted after- 
wards, when the Laws cou'd have their filll 
Force again : And our own Days can Wft- 
nefs die Convention was made a Parliament 
by tlie Prince of Orange after he was made a 
King by that Convention, they were fenfiblc 
tliat. Royal Auti^rity was Elfential to a Par- 
Ifament. 

the 
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The Houfes without the King are no Body 
Corporate. The Members of either may be' 
Fin'd, Hang'd, or Beheaded, if they incur 
thofc Penalties by the Breach of the Laws,. 
But none can fay fo of the King, becaufe in 
Parliament or out, his Natural Capacity 
cannot be feverM from his Politick. Neither 
can the King be fa id to be Vertually in the 
two Houfes, without his own Aft or Con- 
fent ; for that wou'd make him jio more than 
a Reprefentative of the two Houfes which I 
have Confuted. 

Thus far have I proceeded to fhew what 
Dependance Parliaments ever had upon the 
Crown, and what an extenflivc Branch of 
the Regale the Proroguing and DifTolving 
l^arliaments is. ' 

I am very confident we want no -better 
* Criterion for finding the Supream Power, 
for that Power in the Interval muft be in the 
King, or Vertually in the Houfes, or no 
where. I have provM it cannot lie Dormant. If 
it is in the King, for that time my Qiieftion 
is granted ; but if it is Vertually in the Houfes 
notwithftanding their DiflTolation, there has 
been a perpetual Succeffion of Parliaments 
without Interval, ever fince the firft Parlia- 
ment began, and the common Maxim, that 
the Kjng never T)ies^ may more properly be 
' applied to a Parliament. But furely the 
fending New Writs for Elefting Knights 
and BurgefTes vacates the Commiffions of 
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tlie Old ones> tliey cannot both be valid at 
the fame time. 

Confecjueatly one Parliament artificially 
pies to make Roon^ for a new one, which 
receives its Vigor from the King's Writ with- 
out {o much as the actual Confent of per-^ 
haps one Member of either Houfe. Such 
iPower cannot belong to either ^ Doge, Stadt- 
holder, or Prefident. 

But alas ! 'Tis the kno\yn Maxim in our 
Laws, that the Breath of a King which pro- 
nounces the Diffolution of a' Partiament, is 
as fetal as the Eyes of a Bafilisk, it more 
than ftrikes the Body Dead, it annihilates 
its being. But I have provM that the twd 
Houfes cannot be the Supream Power after 
fnch Diffolution, becaufe they have no Power 
to AQ: again, but by the King's Writ, 

Thus have I brought the Reader pretty 
near within view of the Supream Power ; 
the thirteenth Propofition takes away the pre- 
judices which may arifefrom the common 
notions of Tyranny, which is unjuftiy 
charged upon the Higheft Power in the Na- 
tion, if our Enemies difpute with us about 
the inconvenience of placing fo much Power 
in one Man j I cou'd anfwer them from com- 
mon places out of Hiftory, that Oppreflion 
has abounded in Commonwealths more thaJa 
in Kingdoms; and I cou'd tell 'em tliat a 
Man of Senfe and Spirit wou'd rather he 
bpprefs'd ^if Oppi-eiTion is his Fate) by 
'- ;V ' ^ : God's 



fSod's Vicegerent than by his Equal or la- - 
feriour ; there are many turns, and caprices, 
and humours in the Votes of a Senate, as in 
one fingle Monarch, and fleepy Eye-lids, or 
the want of a Bottle, a Whore, or a Sujv- 
per, has laid a whole State at the Stake:; 
Away then with all foolifh Harangues about. 
Liberty, we never are more free then when 
we Ad according to the Laws of our Coun- 
try, and fhun Deviation from our Confti*' 
tution. Let us not take up Arms till wV: 
ca^j^findexprefsLicenfe from the Laws, and 
we jDhall be in no danger of Bloody F^ij^s^ 
and Animofities amongft our (elves j 'tis a: 
ContradiSion that the Supream Power can be. 
Refifted, becaufe Refiftance implies Co- 
ercion, which is a Mark of Superioritjfj^. 
and cannot ^xten4 over the Supream Power ^ 
confequently.as tliere mufb be fucli a PoWr 
er in Society, that Power rauft be Irrefifta-, 
ble. 

Some will cry. What ihall we be Swal- 
llow'd up, fball we Sacrifice all that's dear" 
to us ? I anfwer, that nothing is or ought 
to be more dear to us than Preserving Invio-, 
late the Sacred Rights of Government ; if. 
we pull out but one Pin, the whole Machine 
drops into Pieces; for yvhich Realbn God- 
has laid the Penalty of Damnation upon Rc^ 
fiftance in any Cafe whatibever, leaft pre- 
tended Cafes of Neceflity fliou'd be brought? 

ibmeK 



fometitnes into Play, to juftifie a mofl: Wick- 
ed and mofl: Unreafonable Rebellion. 

By our Conftitution a King can do no 
Wrong, has been fiilly DeclarM by all the 
Judges and Serjeants at Law ; but that a 
F^rtoment can do Wrong, we may find Dor 
ckrM by another Parliament, if we conlult 
C^^^slnfl:. p. 4. p. 42. 

'The Laws do npt Inteferer with the King^s 
Supremacy, for the King's Prerogative binds 
the SobjeQ: as much as Magna charta binds 
AeKing. The Argument therefore proves 
too much, becaufe it proves the Supremacy 
to be no where, if it proves any thing 
at all. 

As for the Raifing Money only by Confent 
rf Parliament, this proves no Superiority, 
feecaufe neither can the Parliament Raife Mo- 
ny without his Confent, whfch is ftill but 
cc|ttalrty of Power at leaft. 

Pleas of the C«)wa are propria caufa /?^- 
gisy znA a Parliament has nothing to do 
thcitwith, if therefore the firfl: Conclufion 
proves the Parliament the Supream Power, 
fhe fecond proves the King fo, and what arc 
our Adverfaries the nearer. 

The like may be faid of Foreign Leagues 
which bind even Parliaments, tho' made with- 
out their Knowledge and Confent. 

Befides, I would know who made thefe 
Laws that Abridge the King of his Power, 
if riiey \vere niade by himfelf, by the fame 

Rea- 
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Reafon that it lias been declared, 4 Inft, p. 494 
An Afl: of Parliament cannot bind a fol^ 
fequent one^ fo the Aft of the Supream Pow- 
er 500 Years paft, cannot bind the Supream 
Power now. But if thofe Laws were made 
by a Super iour Power to the King, and thai; 
Superior Power remains now, my Queftion 
is given up : But this wants to be prov'd. ... 

My next Propofition thjj..t the Letter <rf 
the Civil Law has no External Force witV 
out a Power, to Execute thofe Laws needs 
n6 enlargii^ upon, for 'tis evident Laws 
cannot fexecute^ themfelves, ind no Govera* 
ment Is fo loofe ^s to put the Executive 
Power into the Hands of evqry IndividuaL ^ 

This leads me on to the next PropofitfO% 
to Baffle the Abfurdity of: die Supream Ex-^ 
ecutive Power being borrowed from the Ds-? 
giflative, for tlie Legiflative Decrees what 
mall be done, and the Executive puts thofe 
Decrees in Execution ; But the bare Execih' 
tion of the Laws without a Power of inter- 
preting thiem, is fer from deferving the 
Name of Supream, that we may as wdt 
call an Hangman Supream : But if the Vo^^ 
er of Interpreting goes along with this E»*f 
ccutive Power, tms is Equivalent to the Le-. 
;iflative, for all Laws owe their Vigour ia 
judicial Interpretations : But the King .ia* 
tliis Cafe is (b far from borrowing arfy I4.TI-* 
fire from the Legiflative Pow;er, he addse 
both Luflre ia.nd Strength to th^ A Man' 
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with Legs, and without the power of NValk- 
Ihff, is not much unlike fuch Laws as have 
iiot the '^pxecutive; Power to Back 'em. 

. But if I fliou'd grant the King is the fole 
Suprqam Executive Power, Jn mch a ftnfe; 
fhat none can put the Laws in Execution 
but thofe CoramiflionM by him. 1 am very 
fure fome People can never come, at thfeir be- 
td}j^d Doftrine of Refiftance under the Um- 
fc^age of the Laws of their Country. 

• But if 'wfe Imagine the King oinly ttie Mi- 
nifter of theLegillative Power, he ftill alone 
Is'AuthorizM toA£ttill his Powers are re- 
caH'd, which they cannot be without his 
own Confent, becaufe he is one. Branch of 
the Legiflative Power himfelf,; and has a Ne- 
gative V(!»ce, and neither Lords 6t Gom- 
ifldns have more, 

■* Siirel^ wc fhaH novir eafily c6me at the Ir- 
rcfiftibility of the Supream Executive Pow- 
er, as fome are pleasM to caD the King. 

''There is no coming at his Perfon toDe* . 
pofe, Murthcr, or Levy "War againft him, 
Without beinff Guilty of Hieh^Treafon^ which 
is the Highefr Violation of the Law that can 
hH :; I have obfervM befwe^ that the Crown 
of England is SubjeO: to God alon^, confe-; 
duently the King does not receive hfe Power 
Jrom ParliamueiTt, 

No Priviltedge of Parliament extends to 
H'fgh-Treafori, butPriviledge of Parliament 
rs! a Priveledge of a Bod^ Corpotate; bur if 

* - ihW 
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rtiis Body Corporate 'is, the Siiprcaijl jPo^d* 
of the Nation. Why /houM not thcf ^ Prive- 
fege (^ ■ Parliafhent exfend to i^elcfny ot^ 
Ireafon. . \ ' ' ' . , , . j 

Why, cannot the ICing 4o >^rong' H] he, is" 
but a Servant to the Pkrliarnent, if he oflfers 
V'iolation to their LaW^ ? '. ]. ., . .^ • V 

If the rarliament is no .Body^ Vithput. 
thd King; How can the Ring be no more 
than their Servants .... 



■\ - ' - • 



- How Jcatn all Authority^ ])e derMd froi% 
the King alone, as is.expre^^ fa/d^ i 'Edw.6.^ 
c. 2. if he derives his Piirji^e!^ frpni a Parlt-, 
ament?. • .. / ; - -y^ 

By the i of E//?;. c. i:^ Every Member^r 
of ParHatnent was obliged to' Swear thaf the . 
King was the' Supream and pnl/ Gbver- . 
liourih'dlT^CTafifes. ' . . ," . r \ .'. 

The'Solethri ReccygnitidA bf h^^^ ^upr^iti^^ 
cy likcwifc,! ^f^rV i. :k fo M and So^rrin^ 
that 1 wonder inyP^rfon who pretends to. 
th^ teaft: jthorviriegfe 6f the Law can deny 

this-. ;^ ^ '*"•.. ■■• r, . • ■ 'i 

HJs Pd#et^ has been agreed to be derived' 

from the'La\v^5 of God,' as well as the Lalws 

of Man: -^ v^- - '. ^- : . ^ ; . 

Th^e JCiijg's fhare^intlidtegiflative Power* ^ 

\^aS alv^ra^s ;vei:y gf*eat: - The Tenor of the; 

Afts run in life JNfame a^'OrdainM by him/, .' 
I. an4 eeiiie nb\ir to m^ laft Pi^opofitron, up-'.] 

onf ^fciefi I need fat tlic fefs, becaixfe I have' 

- ' l; laid' 



[74] 

laid down the mofl: Authentick Records as 
to our Conftitution already. 

I aJtef ted tliat the Supream is an Individ- 
6le Point, by which I mean, that whether it 
be Inverted in one or many, the Power is 
Ithe finl?,' nor can .fee Exercis'd by different 
Perfons; Iridependantly ; and therefore, it 
couM not be in King, Lords, and Commons ; 
for in that Cafe 'tis not always in a. Capacity 
of Aftihg. 

2. Thei manifeft Superiority of the King 
dyer the Two Houfes, Conftituted^ him e- 
videhtly the Supream Power. Coercion is 
the mofl: evident Criterion thereof, wliich the 
Parliament have not over the King ; but the 
. KLiflg Can Punifli dieirt, tho' not as a Corpo- 
ration, as fingle feerfons, and Offenders, and 
can Cut thepi off as fuch. ^a0a^, as Judge 
"Jenkyns has obfervM, p. i. tejis. ijs, that 
The l^ng -has Jurifdi^ion over ail Vf^^^^ ^^ 
bis Kjngdomj A/tJ a Tr&wer taTmiJb ^U 
delinquents. He T?ardons even^an (^ofitz* 
oH to a Houfe of Lords^ and Commons. Hie 
Conflitutes Jut^es^ even hy his 4mn Autho- 
rity^ to Execute the Severity (f the. Laws. 
Nor is even a Speaker of a' Houfe of Commons 
Shelter'* d from their Juftice. 

To conclude^ all tnat has been laidi 4iown 
ill this Book has been Recogrii2;r'd in full and 
conipleat Terms^-apd ipade -an\A<^ of our 
Conftitution upon the Reft»atI6n of Kiiig 
Charles ; and it was RefolvM in full Parlia- 
ment, 
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ment, that no Perfons or Body of Mefl had 
any Coercive Power over the King, and iill 
pretence of Refiftance ■ diCivow'd "by a So- 
ieran Oath, which I am fure a great Fart -of 
the Clergy ought to Remember, thtir 
own Suh&rifAions to the &me, are fitll upbn 
Recdrd. ;■ ' 

I conclqde, if any Perlbn hereafter, can 
without Blufhing, aflert the Laws to fevour 
Rebdiion, t» mufl: have aUbraHcc pfOfier pn- 
ly to fuch atcahdak)usPr6feffiott» / . 
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S I Rj 

fiOUp. Prefece to the Frtfervative di- 
T tMcs the Difcourft into three Parts. 
iJ?. The Prefent Civil Efablfliment. 
I 2/y, A Right io Goveraours to Pre- 
I ftrve therafclves againft all Ecclefi- 
aftical Piribns. 3«J^, And, Laftly, The Vitals of 
Religion; and the Canft of jefus Chrift^ ^' 

The Firft I fliall concetB my felf with no farther, 
than as yon have made Excurfions from your Put- 
pofe, and have been Monroding irpon the common 
Principles of HumS^e. Und^Itanding. The Se- 
cond 1 fliall briefly ariiiU.particularly Examine and 
draw forth the Dark Confequences, and Expofe 
them to thtf World. As to the Third, I fliall en- 
deavour to find, whether the Caule of Jefus Chrift: 
has recciVd any additional Confirmation and Vigour 
ftpm -this TrtftrvAtrvej jrqtendedly fo call'd. 

p. i 5. Yon Challenge any Man to prove that God 

ever in Scripture Inltituted any particular Form of 

Humane Government, except one for a Nation, 

whom I fuppofe to be the Jtwsy from whence I 

■ ■. draw 
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4jfaw the^ Obferyations. ift. That-^ccwdingto 
your Scheme, God in the Holy Scriptures never Infii^ 
tiued Any Form of Government. 2dly, That no Form 
of Government is of Divine Affomtthent. . 3dly, Thm 
altering tht. Form of Government is. a Branch fif the Pe»- 
fles Natural Rights. 4thly, That Monarchy was a Form 
of Government diff leafing to Godj and befiml^d upon the 
Jgws as a Punijhmint for their ohjfinate and peevijh De* 
mands. The 3 J and /^th Obfervations. flow from 
your own Words, viz.. 

" Search with your own Eyes, and fee whether 
" you can poflibly find aplam and exprefs Pallagc 
" of Scripture, in which God Inftituted any parti- 
*f cular Form of Humane Government for any 
" Nation, in the World, except one, which firft 
^.wilfully and rcfolutely chofe it for themfelvcsj 
^* or in which he Commands all Nations either .to 
* keep firm to that one Form, or when once thcyi 
^f have for any length of time been under Sub^jai- 
'^ on to a Race of Princes, that they are obliged- 
^^ upon^painof Damnation, not toputby thencrt' 
« jjj Blood. 

^ As to the Firit, .We Ihall find this felfe in Faft.l 
The Jewifti Goveitunent was Divinely Inltitutcd 
after their Paflage thrrf the Red Sea, and w» 
moreover, purely Monarchical. The 70 Elders? 
Chofen by Mofes were Subfcrvient to him, and he 
Coinmuni(;ai;ed to the People God's iGonmiands as a* 
Vicegerent, the only difference between their Co- 
ver nmcntj and that of their Neighbours, waisj 
the peculiar Revelation of the Will of God vouch- 
faf'd to 'em after- Mofes's Death. God himfetf 
transferVl the Supream Command to Jojhuay after 
whofe Death every Tribe Govern'd themfclves. 
But under the immediate Infpeftion of God who 
rais'd. ,up all thole Captains, who Deltver'd ttem 

from: 
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iiom tbeir Enemies. This Tlieocniqr was there- 
^re a Moniirchical Government. 

i/if. The Judges who occafionally aroft, adedas 
► StApmes. Moreover, Whatever Malicious In- 
fimration you arc pleas'd to put ufjon the Choice of 
Monarchical Government to iatisfie (he Demands 
of the People ; you cannot deny but that the Infti- 
totion was irom God : If he gave Kings in his An-* 
igpCy why did he not take them away when his An- 
ger was remov'd. The Plague, the Sword, and 
the Famine, were but fliort liv'd Miferies, but God 
Entail'd, according to you, a long Series of TSlLch 
mrchical Plagues upon his People; 

God afterwards firefted a New Government up- 
cxD the Divifipn of the Tribes, and Conftituted 
Jmbomm King over IfraeL, and we Read of his fre- 
qoent Interpofition in Depofing and Asking Kings^' 
both over Ifrael and Judak, which Revolutions 
cobM not Involve the People in Rebellion, becau^ 
^y were done by the Immediate Authority of the 
Sbprcam Power of the Univerfe. But the Trcafen 
<if ^i!M&i{9was of another Nature, 1 fuppole, fhe 
Ittd ibme Theological Caiiiift who wanted to be 
jMfs High Prieft, and perfwaded her, fhe ought, 
fer the fike of Religion, to Imbrue her Hands in the 
Kood of ar Young King. But however, this Rid 
itands Recorded to Pbfterity as a Rebellion, 1 fup^ 

gfe, fbr ibme other Reaibn, befides its being Un-- 
'titnate. 

I ihou'd be very ferry if the Bifhojp of Marker j 
ftou'd make any fiurther Demand of this Nature up- 
on me for the future. I obferve from the Sea>nd, 
you won'd infer that no Form of Government is of 
Divine Appointment, for if no particular Form of 
Goivernment was ever Appointed by God, he con-- 
l^mently never Appointed any Government at all v 
Government therefore is a meer Humane Inftitu- 

tion« 
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tionj the fem? tk>wer that Inftfttited Government 
firfl:^ may iMflbhre the lame, t cannot fee thertfooi 
why a Highwary-Man in the Road to "tybum 
not declare the Inftitiition Void, and reafonably 
ma94 of the Sheriff to be Untied, and fent about 
his B^linefs; >\ - 

. R(*m the Third, T*iat thfe Particular ]form of Go^ 
verniae^it may be chang'd by the People, and thac 
they are not Tied to Subjeftion to a Race of Princes* 
lobfenry^.thfl: youftrick at the Prefent Govern- 
n>ent, you give '«m to anderftartd, Tkat if a Prinec^ 
erf Wales IhwU iki, give hfpei ta the Teefe of ff9vkg, 
a Gfpd King vfbtn \it f^d come to hio tum^ they mi^lSK;. 
Diffohe the Mmnrdrf^ md turn it into a CommonweMk 
M tjpeir fk^wre^ :\ 

From theFouith,! t^bfeiVd a iiiDft GoiltettiptttflBai 
Es^preflttotf a^^nft Mofiarchy^ ai if it v^at only the 
Relult of Divdtte Vct^eance, furel^ f or iJiis \tsh»^^ 
ycmwas notriiKiderir Bifliop, fotmfFlsttj if wfartT 
jqii fayis trueiil ihou'd add thb Prayer to the ii^jl 
tBOSfy from oltMrntrtitiiMtQ^ Lior4dHfd 

liftfer m* ■. 'r\ .•'..■ rcy i^^^^ " ■ ■ ' ■ --''S 

: vYou.axe pteisH. in ttiefoooeddingPag^itQ craiBi 
aii^fKy.finsillRcqo^ wfaicfa.&cm&Viicifidta:ft.iiif^ 
TGSfyfidthk iiD Oi^Qt; ::but.the>ISoBii^tKri^ 

raftiT^ bocauft £rom.a Lpretended>rlibferty of itf». 
obeying Ideots and Lunticks, yoalidk&ccGafiodtxiiE 
lifipofe Princes asnaoocbm their SeiifevJB yonr felf; 
yoa migbt knoi/^ itkat i3k ASdoospi Idats and ijttp> 
nat^cie^ an: sot jprofi^y Uumaiie or Mocal^ tafe« 
Brutal andlane Goei^tientiy Do:inore ObjeO^^ af> 
Obedience or &i&tedienae, thaO' Coimadidiottt 
afetJie.OhJefibsitf Bower. .. ; 
, If fi KiDQvieugUid ihou'd^llave the Jifisibr- 
tiine to havea^Sm, tim toJm Grown, a Lanatid^ 
#r an Ideot, hi$ Rigjht wou'd QOt Revolve to ite 

fto. 



feople. He wouM be only in a perpetual Statd 6 
Infanqr, and it wou'd be equally High-Treafon to 
Murder him, as to Kill the Wifeft Prince in Cbri- 
fteadom.. 

:. This Iriftance therefore, can never prove what 
you pretend it ought to prove, becaufe, here nd 
Right Devolves to the People, jioCftange of Oo- 
t^ernment rchfuesi, nor no Traitsferring Allegiaiicer 
from one Family to another. • • - 
- Where an Exprefs and Unlimited Command is 
delivered in Scripture, no Reftridion mull be al- 
Ipw'd but what is fo Obyious and Realbriable^ that 
all Mankind fhall agree thereto^ It mult be fuch as • 
no ill Confccjuences can be di^wn therefTX>m, no 
Depofing Rightful Princes in their Senfes under tiife 
Notion of Lunatrcks and Id^ti,/ :• ' < ' ^ 

Youtellos AdDoftrinejof th^ Church of Efg^-i^ 
Umd does' not 'oblige us to ackhowlege them as^ 
Truei begaule t^ey^i'e .the Do&rioe of that Churchy' 
but as they ^re Conformable to i the Golpel o£ 
GbriB:, td wlii<^ i .heartily and reidily Subfcnbei*^ 
But then. Can you not deal Sincerely ? Can yoti"^ 
not frankij vIet ds know how- far liic Church of 
Endani has: ErrU iaJMaltcrft- qf Faith:? And x\mt 
tell us why ^^tJContinue ' i^* her pommonion (as* 
yon pretend)^ whethet you areiiot a Bifhop 6f this^ 
Ertoneous C^trrth^ .and i&ave not, or will not dgain. 
leadily Subicribe to thole Eirors ?- - . .... a j 
Tell me wJby.yotiJwill not CommnuHcate with the'. 
Church of Eanky your Anfwer IhaQ be, Bicaufi fiiit: 
intfofes Errmeaus Ttmts as ArticUs pf^Fmhy bat acr-^' 
dbrding to.youy Dmu mt xhtCiuoftif $f England thi^- 
JAme : Why do youinot leave her "^etonded C3oni*^^ 
niunion, for Ihe Inculcates the. Dourine of Paflivtt 
Obedience as an Article of Fdhh'in: the; Homilks/ 
fte preilcS it to us with Texts of Sctijiturey and re* ' 

• --..: ;■ . . '.',., ^,: -:. . '' com*** 
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Sommends a fttid Adherence to that Dodlrine, ua* 
.er rain of Damnation. 

But the Sons of Latitude, (with Grief I fpeak 
it) in thefe Days Ihall Deny what Articles of the 
Church they pleale^ and vet (hall grafp at her Pre- 
ferments ; So far has this been carried, that one 
who calls himfelf a Divine of the ChurcTi of Eng- 
iandy enjoys a moft confiderable Preferment in the 
Face of the World, has perhaps the moft Dlultri- 
bus Audience in this Kingdom, yet this Man recurs 
td the fame Miferable Subterfuge with your felf, 
and under the fpecious pretence of Difienting from 
his own Subicriptions in fmalkr Things, he has 
taken av\^y the Divinity of our Blefled Saviour. 

I cou'd not but Smile to Read your 2i£f- Page^ 
the Statute^ muft be MoUify'd to make Way for 
the Dep^fing Dofitrine, nay, they are reduc'd to by 
Laws, which may be fet 'afide by the Supream 
Power ill every Man's own Bteaft i 1 thought thfc 
Laws and the Conftitution, was ever the Pretence 
of your Party, if the King Mollifie* the Laws, fat 
•Forfeits his Power, and Degenerates to a Slayc, 
but the People have a ttvo edg'd Sword in their 
Hands, they can Fight the King with his own Law^ 
Or with a Superiour Law of theirs. v 

But wou'd any Man argue fb meanly as your 1k^ 
with begging a Queftion you take advantage to 
raife fuch Monftrous Conclufions as Deftroy the ve- 
ry fcope and end of the L^ws of our Cbuntry^ 
What do you mean by infifting upon th6 Univep- 
fal Law of God in this Queftion ? If our Laws 
are againft the Uni verfal La w of God fpeak it plaint 
ly, iFthey are not. Why do you plead the Univer-^ 
fal Law of God in Oppofition thereto ? 

•Your Notion of Self-defence has been ftated ia 
the preceieding Book, you have carry'd it by thisr 
time to no contemtible height 5 'tis advanced ^yi^ 
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«n Earthly l^ivs, and Sanftify'd as the Unitref fal 
Law of God, by this time, it may (hake Hands with 
Mr. HMs 'y for I am fure, this Confequence follows. 
That no Laws of a Country cah take away from 
Men that Right of a Self-defence, and all Executi- 
ons are mere Ads of Hoftility. 

But the Paragraph clofes with a very boU AC- 
fertion, and introduc'd with fuch an air of Aflli- 
rance as tho' all Men had agreed thereto : You tell 
Uian IdcotCeafes from all Right to the Perfonal 
Allegiance of his Subjeds 1 I am fure, no Judge in 
this Kingdom will tell you this is Law. I cannot 
teil you what may come to pafs if he Ihou'd be a 
Popiih Ideot, but with a Prpteltant Ideot I am fure 
it will not hold. 

Well, but you are very confident a Popifh Prince 
is worfe tlian an Ideot, or a direfl: Madman, I lup- 
pofc you Refti-ain this AiTertion to ibme bounds, it 
muft be provided that he is a King over a Prote- 
ftant People, otherwife, he may be as Sedate, Wife, 
and Merciful, as another Man^ a King of Spain 
may be as well Belov'd by his Subjefts, and in as 
feir a way of making them an Happy People, as a 
King of England here, tho' a Proteftant : But if he 
Ihou'd be 1 ranfplanted to a Proteftant Country, I 
ibou'd not at all wonder if he Commences a Luna- 
dck, but whether it may be his, or the Peoples Fault 
let the World judge. 

t ,^ Antipathy I confefs will Work ftrang;e Convulfi- 
ons in Nature, which may perhaps, give an Ac- 
count of this wonderful Difbrder in the Politick 
-Capacity of a. Popiih Monarch- 
• 1 beg the favour to Propofe one Qutre^ Whether 
a Proteftant Prince^ pladd over a Popiih People, 
.does not p^mmence a Lunatick or a Madman, but 
this if a DAiigeroas ^rf, it affeds fome People ve- 
iy.ii^rl}r. 

I am 
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; I am very forry to find p. 25. That King James 
Commenced a Lunaticky or m likot t;? England, , the ^ 
^ poor Unfortunate Prince Shin'd wij:b a better Cha- . 
* rader Abroad, 1 am fure 'tis Barbarous to Diftwb . 
the Afties of that Monarch, and 'tis Cowardly, bc-r; 
caufe, you know, he can't be Defended withoutf 
nwking Ibme I^egedions at this time not proper. / 

B»t with bim you are ple?s'd-to fix ^Charg^,-^ 

intirely Groundlefe, upon Seven B^hops now with - 

God. Nay, altho' they are IDead,/i i??n bring tna- » 

nifeft ProofS: of the Falfity of their Yetting their^ 

Hands to the Invitation of the Prince of Orange. ' - 

Has the jGovernmcnt iio bettep. Advocate tbaa* 

your felf ? Gan: you build an HypotHeles. upon no* 

other Foundation than imagip'd J^irnacy ? I con-- 

dude, that never was a more weak and- triflng^ OinC' 

Infifted upon in this World •, for in Reftrainiug an? 

Ideot, you do not Reftrain his Will, becaufe he 

^s none, and therefore, what he does cannot be 

tbeObjeft of Law ya King Imprilbn'd by his Ene* 

mies cannot be Oblig'd by their Force and Threats^ 

to Gonceffions'prejudicial to his Juft Right ^ becaufe 

what he does . is no^ the Effed of his Will, but. 'tijs^ 

the Adion of another by the Mediation of his Oli::^ 

gans, lb Lunacy is a Reftraint upon the Under- 

ftanding, the Will is bound and fetter'd by unapt 

Organs, and all the Childifli freaks he performs are 

not properly his own, becaufe they are not the 

Mcds of his Will i Ji muit therefore obftrve, you 

have laid down a wrong Pofition upon which yoa 

Build your ridicutous Hypothefes. 

If a Parliament is incompals'd with Guards and 
Armies, Can the Votes extorted from them be 
looked upon and obey'd as the Real Votes of the 
Houfe, by no n^eans •, they arc not the Votes of the 
Houfe, but the Votes of the Army. . 

M 2 . This 



This is all I fhall urge from your Firfl: Part, as 
to the Second, 1 fhall not enter upon the Merits 
of the Schifm ^ I fhall be perfe(9:ly Neuter in thai^ 
Cafe, and only let the World fee the tendency of 
what you have advanced. 

P. 33. JTou tell us, ^' Whatever Power or Au- 
f' thority is Confer^d upon Bifhops by Spiritoal 
^^ Perfbnsat their C6nfecration, yet the Right of 
" Executing or Exprcifing this in their particufar 
** Diocefs, arifeth originally from the Nomination 
" of the King. Nomination is Vefled in theCroWn 
** by the Laws, and is ultimately Refblv'd in'tbeSfti-' 

^* prcam Authority of the Nation.^—- The 

'^ Right to Execute the Epifcopal Office in a paf*ti- 
" oflar Diocefs, coming in oui: Conftitution from 
*^ the Civil Power, may be taken away upon great 
ff Occafions by the lame Supream Power. 

From whence I obffery'd, 

I if. That according to yout Hypothefes, th^ 
Confecration of a Bifhop Inveits him with ho Ai^ 
thority to Preach the Gofpel, and that the Conferit 
of the King is EfTcntially Neceflary thq^to, and as 
the King is the Reprefentative of the Peoi)le, and 
all Men are l^y Nature equal, the Preaching the 
Gofpel can be no Authoritative A(9: in it felt^ but 
as it is dariv'd from every Individtral, jb that tve- 
ry Man has Originally the Power of Preachinj; the 
Gofpel, of Exercifing the Epifcopal Character' fri 
himfelf, becaufe from him alone they are derfvM. 
Confequently the Primitive Clergy w^re Wurpersj 
they Invaded a Jurifdiftion which did not belong 
td thqm, and were Worthily Pcrfecuted for the 
iame by the Roman Eraperours. Martin Luther^ 
John Calviny and all the Foreign Reformers came 
under the fame Denomifiation, in afluming any 
Clerical Powers- againft the Confent -of the Civil 
tGovernouTs* Ring Jamts\ High Commiflion Court 
' . can 
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can after this, be no longer calFd in Queftion : Both • 
the Bifhop of London and Dr. Sharj were Juftly, and 
Worthily Sufpended. 

' The Reformation in Ed-ward the Sixth's iDays, 
was Legal and Evangelical^ atid the overthrowing- 
that Reformation in Queen Marfs Reign was the 
lame. . • 

But give mc leave to tell you. Sir, you drew Ar- 
M^ry Conftquences from the King's Nomination, 
vyhich WHS no more than a Concordate between 
the Church and the State, in cbnfideration of the, 
Temporal^ie?.; but to urge that this Confers Pow-' 
€ir, is to lay," that a Lay Patron when he Prefents a 
Peribn to a Lining, . gives him a Power to Preacli' 
ttie Go:l^ei, ^Admihifter the Sacraments, in that 
PSpfli ;, whj^h is evideptly felfe, becaufe the Pit- 
fentationis of ho V^Iuc without the Inftitution gf 
the l^ilhop ; bthierwife a Lay fotron may as welt 
Transfer thofe Powers to a Laick, br Preach hiin-' 
fejf, as give them to a Clergyrnan. But let me 
know, liny Lord^ it without the Confecration, a» 
King can ]^ve to^ any Perfbn Authority to ExerCiife^ 
t)ie Epifoopal pQwers,. if he cah, he makes Bilhojj^ 
by Authority dcriv'd from his. JWafterSj^ the People ^ 
if he cannot, thie'iConfecratiqn gives Ibmewhaf.fb 
a Bifhop which tlie iPririce canij^bt take away, MUj^o^ 

ding to yotir t)WtL HypothejE^ ; Y ; !'"^ 

I defirei you 'ta ,'ttirn your Eye^ pVTer ibme of y<J\)t 

former TreatifcS in behalf of tiie Rights 6fE]?3; 

copacy, in ybur I?efence of ppilcopal Ordinati^, 

c. 5. §. 2. p. 30. |i) 1 findi that BiChbps have IblE 
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. (a) The Apoftles did indeed, in -the Cafe of an Office, whitli 
they thought too drIfercEnt from the main end of their Apo-^ 
ftle^iip for themjrelve#.<o attend to, put it upon the People to 
Komihate the Perfons. whom they thought proper to be Dea* 
cons, but in the'Hrft place it doth not appear that they ac- 
«ounte«l this any Privilege of the People. BriefDcftnce of Epifm 
copal Ordinat. c. 3. §« 2, p. i^o. 
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giwmd (Jncc that Book was publiljfd, and your 
appealing to the J^ws of the Land, when the Con-: 
trorerfy is about' a iDivine Right, is advancing the. 
l^wsof thel^nd, above the Laws of God, But I 
hope in a fhort time the EngUfh Conftkution will be 
<Jear'd from fuch a foul Sacrilege ^ your Appeal to 
the Laws of the Land,' againfl: the Rights of the 
Church, will be. found as Groundfefs, as your Ap- 
peals, to the Laws ag^nft the True: Goaftitution in 
theState. . »c 

In the fucceediflg Paragraj^h a jownifeft talfehood 
appear'd, which 1 was Aftonilh'd at !to find drop- 
ping from the Pea of one who calls himfelf ^. 
l^Ihop, viz* That the Bifijop^ ha4 nfm their bended 
Knees aeknowled^d they held their Bif^ifrich and Tof" 
fiffmsof the fame^ as wellTemfora^itifs. ai Sfiritualiy. 
ties of the Kinf^sMajefiy 5 wherefis in all the OatHs 
of Homage Uiat I have Read, the Temporalities 
irc exprcfly mention'd without . the Spirituali- 
ties- 

Your next point, and indeed it is a.grand one, is 
ta prove from the Nature and Extent of the Pow- 
ttoi Self-defence, that the State may depriye Bi- 
fiK^s^ but the Argument I take to be Kaught, arvl: 
to naye the worfl Gohlequences attending it. 
. I Ih^U . readily grant with you .p. 44. That the 
Gblpel'has hot AbHdg'd the State of thioie Powr 
crs which . are Bflrentlally necellary to'.the Prtfer- 
vatibn of .Spclety, and which belonged to the 
State. l)?fQre Gftnftiariity appearM, in the World. 
Bitt Chriftiah Society is an loftitution which 
^s not interfere with the State. This was De- 
montftated in the Elements of Policyy its End, its 
jlewardsand JPunifliments were intirely different, 
and when the Spiritual Governour moves beyond 
his Sphere, and incroacbes up6n the State, our 
Religion docs not protect him from Civil Punifli- 

' . J meftts. 
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ments. Therefore Civil Societv by what a Bilhop 
can do in his proper Station, Is ^no more afFefted^ 
than the Affairs of onr Earth' a^eaffeded by tte 
Tran{adions.in the World of the Moon. 

Your Gale of Praying for the Deftmaion of a 
Government by what has been laid down, is eafily 
anfwefd, mijtine Civil Affairs in our Prayers of In^- 
terceffioiK and iraankfgiving, is fo far a Civil AS 
as' it affeas thejpbrtune or Life of my Neighbour, bc^* 
tanfe 'tis the pari of the Civil Magiftrate io deferri 
both from Damage ^ if therefore a Prieft prays for 
the Deftruftion of a Lawful Monarch, the Sow- 
i^eigri may Punifti him fgr the fame, but not witli 
Spiritual^ but Carnal Weapons, he may diveft hidi 
of his Temporalities, arid if hepleafts, put him ti 
Death- But itannot fee how he can Didblve du- 
ring his Life the relation between his Tlock and 
hini. This Civil Power, as it extends to deprivatJ- 
tm of Life, is furely fufficient to anfwcr all thet^ndk 
of Self-prelervation, without incroaching upbii 
Spiritual Authority. The Magiftrate, I in my Con- 
fcience believe cannot didblve the Contrad: betwdrtl 
a Man and hk Wife, tho' he may Hang the Mail 
for Treafbn, or othrir Crimes committed agairflt 
theState. . . ' :• 

But praying for the Deftruftiori of a Lawful Go- 
vernment, I may he bold to lay, wals-iiot the Cafe 
of the Nonjurors at the Revolution, becaufe thqi 
mention'd no Names •, they pray'd for the Kiiig 
and altho? their Opinions differed in relation to rtie 
Perfon, they defir'd their Prayers Ihou'd tend to Ite 
Benefit of none but the Lawful King whofbcver he 
inight be. This we may prefunie from their kiftjwn 
GharaAers, which their worft\Enemie^ whoteWi 
any fenfe of Tmt* Will beftow upqa them for Pietf 
and Sincerityi 

If 



,. If* we confider the State of the Roman Erajrir^ 
before Conftantiney Ufiirpers frequently broke into 
their Duty to their Prince, and caus'd themfelves to 
be proclaimed Emperors. The Pripiitive. Chrifti- 
ans, we may reafbnably fuppofe ipontinu'd praying 
after their old Way for the Emperor,^ without 
jnentioning his Name, which in thole times was 
never done. Did Albinm^ or ^igrinw^ put the 
Chriftians to Death, or deprive them of their Bi- 
fliopricks, for praying for the Deftru^ion of th? 
Government, becaufe they did not mention jilhinus^ 
or JSGgrinHs, in their Prayers. 
,^ Your Conrparilbn of Great, or LcjB, adapted to 
' things of a dififerent Species, is a New Logick to 
^e ^ an Horfe may be fmall, in . cpmpariibn with 
. an Elephant, but he may be a large Creature, com- 
p^r'd with another of tne lame Speices : Depriva- 
tion and putting to. Death are diftind powers, and 
not compatible with the fame Pedbns confider'd in 
one Capacity, and therefore they cannot be com- 
par'd together as greater or lels, neither can one be 
Included in the other, 

. I can meet a Bilhop upon the Highway, anc| 
knock out his Brains ^ the dei)riyation, as conie- 
quentially follows, as if the Civil Magiftrate lav'd 
niethe Labour by doing it himfelf: But will you 
fyj that any ilngle Perfpn can diveft a Bilhop of his 
Epiicopal Gharai^, or that an Highwayman int- 
ft^d of Shooti^g him thro' the Head, may deprive 
bkiof his Sacr^ Titles, and reduce him to the 
fiate pf a Layman ? if this be the Caie^ I beg of yon 
^ Travel with a ftrong Guaj-df _ 
;^5fouteUus,a.Righttolmprifon ^51.) inckuies 
t^^ivation,' fropi whence l^ axichide : The Seveij 
^jjffiops were^^gedualiy depriv'd by King Jamfify 
-When ihey were fent to the Tiwery and that afiilhojj 



Sk eftedually deprived when he is laid up with 
the Gout. 

Ahimhar will not reach ygnr Cafe in the leafl-, 
for thefe Jiealbns, the; Center bf Unity in the 7w//fe 
Chinch was not Perfbnal, but Local, atid \yas con- 
fined to the Temple at Jerufalem-^ therefore, no, 
Schifm (iou'd follow from Ahiathar's Punifnmentj. 
^dlyyl cannot find that AhUthar incur'd any other 
Penalty than Banifhment, which confeqqently pre- 
vented his performing the Prieftly Ofiice, which 
tou'd be done no where but at Jerufatem •, you njay. 
is well argue, that if the t^gyftimsy or any publicK 
Enemy of the Jewsj had taken Abiathar Pri'fbner,' 
arid (Carried him into another Country. That thcy^ 
had a power of depriving him. 3^/y, As Ahiathar\ 
Life was forfeited by Treafon, Abiathar ^ for ought; 
we know," might Compodrid to telinqiiifh his Prieft- 
hood to five his Life. 

Deprivation is, good Sir, a pure s(piritual Aft,* 
it can no more be laid to be included in the Ad- of 
^anifhment or Death, than a Man can hbjd a Spirit; 
in his Arms. The effeds of it are Invifible^ thet 
Spirit leaves the Perfon deprived, and the fecret 
and inefiable Workings of God's tJtace peculiar tc^ 
his Prieftly Charader defert him.. But does this 
fconfequentially follow ftx)m Banifhmept? l{ the 
Authority is deriv'd fforti God, none but God can 
fake that Authority away, arid the Chriftian PrieiV 
hood is lb dontriv'd, that diftante df place does not 
j)reverit thii Influence of its powet.^ ;: 

I was 'therefore miich feandalii'd at' this. No- 
tion, becaufe it btings the Argument to this Di- 
Iemma,-^tfrtbcr the Epilcopal Powers are riot deriv'd 
immediately from God; or the Civil Magiftrate c^n 
Sufp^nd a Diviiielnftitution by a Superibur PovVer. 
of ms own. 



You 9re pleas'd to mention St, Chrifojhmy but in 
fuch a contradiftoT7 and abfurd a manner, that I 
am very forry that Primitive Confeflbr's Sacred 
Memory fliou'd be lo tarnifli'd ; you feem not to like 
>the Parallel, and you ftill beg the Queftion, in liip- 
pofing that if St. Chrifofiom had been deiervedly ba* 
nilhed, his See muft have. been vacant. But how- 
ever you tell us, 'tis nothing to the purpofe, unlefi 
St. Chrifoftprn had been a profefs'd Enemy to the 
State. But you add one Circumftance which would 
indeed have made his See vacant •, if he bad denyed 
Communion to all who would not joyn with him 
againft the Emperor. ^ ' ' 

\ But however from St. Chrifoftom\ Cafe we gather 
particulars, not over, favourable to . your Scheme ; 
the Banifliment was riot look'd upon as including de- 
privation, his Flock adherd to nim to his Death, 
and would not own his pretended SucceiBbur, which 
I think is fuificientto my purpofe to overthrow your 
Hypothefes. 

You dilcover more Heat than Candour in your 5 3d 
Page. You lay fbme men claim more Power under 
this umbrage of the Invalidity of Lay-Deprivations 
than Chrift ever claimed ^ I profefs I cannot find 
that any earthly Power. could depofe him from his 
everlafling Priefthood, althb' they cou'd put him to 
Death. But this is, yoalay, an ^enormous Claims 
^nd full of BlafphemieSjbutBlafphemy ag^inijt-whora 
is ftill a Secret, I heartily wifti ibme fuccwiing Pa- 
ragraphs give no.!:, moreocgalion to <xin);plam of 
Blafpheniy than the Notion of the Kjijvajij^i^y ^^ 
Lay- Deprivations i Bla'fph'emy I do afliire you, Sir, is 
a very hard Charge,: ana ought to have fo^ie better 
Foundation than a meer alTertion. ' . 

Yptf plfead admirably wpll in Defence^pf ^agf p^ Supre- 
macy, in your 53 and' 54 Pages,and you a^bgre very 
ftridly to your notion oif- Deprivation, being inclu- 
ded in putting to Death j but, I beg the favour to 

ask 



ask whether the Maieftrate has a Right barely to de- 
prive a Bifhop of his Office, without baniJhing or 
putting him to Death •, if not, the Deptivation by^ 
pu3'ng him to Death is acddental^and not the effea! 
of any Right, or you begin at the tail of theQueftion. 
But let the word come to the worft, I have c^- 
trafted one Conclufion from this Paragraph, of no 
Trivial Confequence. 

A Pagan Prince without the Imputation of Being 
an Ideot or a Lunatick, might be a Governotir over 
a Chriftian People ; but a Papift cannot bea Gover- 
nour over a Proteftant one, from whence Icoftclude, 
The Devil is more in Popery than in Paganilm, for 
a Pagan Prince is {o far from being incapacitated t6 
govern Chriftians, that he can warrantably deprive 
a Biftiop who (hould infill upon fuch an Incapacity. 

1 have one Quere to ask, Whether the Grand 
Seigniour is a Lunatick ojr no ? 

I hope, Sir, you wifl not be Affronted at this Im- 
portant O^^r^. xFt. The Grand Seigniour has often 
cxtendedjiis Conqueft^ oyer the Proteftant Churches 
in Tratjjilvartia and Hungary v I wou'd willingly kiloW 
wjiether he was Capacitated to be their Goverftour 
or no. 

By this time, after having admirably well prov'd, 
that all Princes, but Popilh ones, have a Right to 
Prefcrve themfelves by what Means they thiftfc fit. 
The Caufe of Jefus Chrift is next to be Defended 
after a manner peculiar to your felf. 

It begins p. 72. At the very Root of all Spiri- 
tual Authority we are told, that the Benefit of 
God's Appointments does not depend upon a regu- 
lar, uninterrupted, Succeffion of Rightful Bilhops, 
which vy^as never yet kept up in Faa. By the Di- 
vine Appointments, you muft mean the Saa"aments, 
and all thofe Minifterial Funftions that refpeft .the 
Laity, from^wbencel.obJerv'd, that as Succeffion is 

t • .-? N''2 • • . offly 
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only a regular Derivation of Power, tb^. per- 
formance of all the Minifterjal Fundions might be 
alTum'd by any Perfon, Epifcopal Succeffion is no 
more than transfering thofe Powers which Bilhops 
enjoy'd themfelves to others. But if thofe ivho are 
not Bifhops can transfer fuch Powers, they are com- 
mon, and may be aflTum'd at pleafure, therefore, 
any Layman may preach the Gofpel, adminifter. thf 
Sacraments, offer Prayers in a publick Congregati- 
op 9 for if the Benefit of ;h6fe Appointments do 
not depend upon Epifcopal Ordination j they are 
Valid if performed by one who lias not tJiatOrdina- 
tion-, therefore allDiflenters in England regularly and 
duly Adminifter the Sacraments, their not being in 
Communion with Right Bifhops, by your own Con- 
feffion does not deltroy the Title to God's Favour. 

A Bilhop at his Confecration receives no more 
Power than he had before, thus we may ealily come 
at the Lay Deprivation, for if a Prince takes away 
the Temporalities from a Bilhop, he takes away alt 
: I heartily Congratulate your Care and Induftry, 
to remove one Difficulty, in order to bring us more 
nearly to the profpeft of OUver^s Days. You have 
taken away the Intolerable Load of Prelacy, this is 
the firft Bk)w you ftrike for the Vitajs of Religion, 
and the Caufe of Jefus Chrift* 
. But however you was not of this Opinion in your 
J)e fence of Efifcopal Ordination^ c. i. §t i. (b) 

I will;i 

(b) Firft, Biihops have a long and immemorial ^ofTelTion of 
the Power of Ordination to plead for themfelves, and with 
this the Confjflfion of the greateft Patrons of the Presbyteri- 
an Caufe, that fuch a:Coofinementof this Power to them is in 
it felf Lawful -, 'the moft Learned of them have never been 
able to- produce any pofitive Proof of apy time in the Chrifti- 
an CJiurch fincc the Apoftles Days, when it was efteem*d the 
Office of tvery Minifter of the Gofpel to Qrdain others to the 
Miniftry, or \^hcii this Office was not acknowlcg'd -by-r^ti who 
ipuk any thing of it ta.beWng to itngle Perfons, Superior to 
the ordinary Presbyter. Dcf, of Epifcopal Ordinal, c. i. §. 2, 
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• I with you wou'd give us fome grounds to believe 
that an uninterrupted Succeffion of Biftops has hot 
been kept up with us from the Afioftles Bays, i 
know of no Sham Confecratioiis,' except the FfW- 
denfes and Bohemians^ who, 1 believe^, never found 
much Credit. 

Whatever therefore you urge agaihft an unin- 
terrupted Succeffion, p. 78. is of no Force, for 
Lay Baptifms, and Forg'd Pretences to Ordin&J 
tion cotfd not efFeft the BWhops, theit^GonlecratiV 
ons were always Pjiblick,and gudrded with fo nitichf 
Care, thatldefie you to prove even the poffibility 
of fuch a Cheat, ^"■. 

Well, but you tell us, p. 80. That ftj^ih Prind-; 
pies will not bring the Reformatio^ off cledt,' 
vvhich fhews how little you underftand 'em : You 
mi^ht be ftnfible their conftant and avowM Princf-' 
pies were, that if a Chriftian Biftiop, or the Ma)cv.J 
rity of the Epifbopal College, fhoii'd impofe unlaw-^ 
ful Terms of Communion, they cotfd be no longei* 
Biftiops of the Catholick Church, becaufe they were 
Members of a Communibn inconfirfent with that 
Church, and it becomes from that time the Duty of 
every particular to feperate From 'fern: UpontMs 
Foundation the Reformation in EngUndiSy and ever 
will be Juftifiable. -■''" . * 

But however the Majority of the £pifcopal Gdt 
lege in Edward the ^th'is Reign was by far on oiir 
iide, thfe few who'ftood out were deprived of theif 
Tempibralities by a Comtniffion, but of 'True Spiri- 
tualities they cotfd not be deprived, becaufe the 
Spiritual Relation between them and their t^'lodg 
was'Canceird by thdr being Papifts*; as for QueeA 
Elizjibethj flie only Reftor'd the remainder of thg 
'E|M(copal College, deprived by QueeA Marjiy updif 
whom the Lay deprivation 6ught tb'bfe inore trii-l 
ly fix'd. 

You 
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You never heard that thp Popiflt Church in Eng^ 
Umd or Inland was Condemned • by the Nonjurors, 
a^ no Church, but you might, that thofe Churches 
were ever Cpndemn'd as Scbifttiatical, becaufe they 
If ere the caufe of breach of Communion, the Non- 
jurors therefore, if I be not mif-inform'd, pi^t 
them upon the fame foot with the feft. 

I wonder th^cfore, that a Perfon of your Saga- 
city fliou'd infill upon fuch Qpibbles, Turnings, and 
Windings, from the true State of the Queftion j 
you urge againft us the the Popifh Anti-Bifliops 
whom we are fb far from Defending, that we Re-r 
jeft 'em as Schifmaticks, by Rejefting their Com-, 
muflion, becaufe the Catholick Ghii^rch can «onfift 
but of one Communion, aknd if one Party is in the 
true Catholick Communion, the other cannot be in 
the lame ; neither do we derive the Validity of our 
Chfdinances from the Papifts as liich, but from their 
having a Commiffion from Chrift, bow much jfoever 
it has been abus'd, and drawn in, to. favour Spirit 
tBai Rebellion ; therefore \ will be bold to fay, in 
the behalf of the Nonjurors (tho' I do not defign to 
Interelt my felf in their Difputes at this time.) If the 
Schifm lhQu'4 everbeheaPd by the Condefcention of 
the Bifliops in Poffcffion, they wotfd be received by 
thofe Nonjurors, With open Arms, as Biftiops, and be 
CSonfirm'd as fuch intheirR^fpeaiveDiocefles,with 
out any New Confecration j but if a Congt di Liri 
fhou'd be Direded to a Dean and Chapter to Choofe 
t Lay Perfon, and Inveft him with pretended . Bptf- 
copal Powers \ fiich a Perfon, if 5ie Schifm was 
heard, wou'd be never AcknQwleg'd by them as a 
Bifhop, or Confirmed as fuch, j I , ufe this as m Ar- 

Pument to you, to prove you have not done that 
arty Juftice in Reprefenting them more bountiful 
in their ConcefOons to Paputs than to Protefiaots, 

. for 



^or 'tis my OpiQion, they give to both Quartet alikcj 
who are not of = their Church. 

To itate their Notions more plainly, in order to 
obviate your Scheme j if we fuppofe the Ifland ot 
Skily to have a Set of Popifh Bilhops, with a fuccefr 
five Impofition of Ha ads from the Apoftles, if thofe 
Bifliops Ihould come to a lenfe of their Ertours, and 
caft off the Superftitions of Popery, and at the fame 
time i not refufe Communion with any Branch of 
the Catholick and undefiFd Churchy they would 
from that time Commence true Catholick Chriftians 
and Biftiop, of the- fame Catholick Church j but 
no Gommifion for that purpofe can be good, with- 
out a Succcffive Impofition of Hands from the Apo*- 
ftles, becaule all Bpifcopal Powers are deriv'd from 
them alone ^ if therefore Martin l^uther fhou'd bavf 
caird himfelf a Biithop, he wotfd have been as far 
from being really ib, as an Ufurper wou'd be from 
a Lawful Ring. 

Upon fuch a Succeffion our Refi?rmation is Buil(^ 
whicn has been Preferv'd like a Jewel in a Dung^ 
hill, Safe, thro'^lj the Corruptions and Filth of Pope* 
ry : And 'tis like ja^Commiffion from a Priqce which 
retains its Reputation, and Vigppr, altjbo' it has beea 
Ravifh'd by Rebels, and Abus'd beyond jthe purpojfe 
thereof. * r 

You ask a Material Queftion, p. 84. viz^ If fiilfe 
Doftriixes Juftifie^ Separation from a Regular Suc- 
ceflioa of BifliQps. Who is the Judge of thefe &ife 
iOoftrines? 

I Anfwer, That jn plq^in aad evident Points, a 
pifivate ConicieociP is Judge ^ but in, disputed and 
undetermined Pchous, ra- private Judgment takes no 
pla(:e ; but tii^ CL^fblijiuon of the Church muft be 
facped^d- 

Ijf a Prince .<5o»tnai|dsine tq break the 5th Gom-r 
ma9(}inenty iziy: pmdte Q>afaCM». .Qwmands OMi 

" " to 
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to Difobey.him, but this does not give me a Power 
to draw to my Dccifion, Qiieftions foreign in thcit 
Nature to fin exprefs moral Command. 

Tiie perfuafion of an erroneous Conlcience has 
no place in this Difpute between you and my felf j 
for the Conftience cannot be deceived in plain 
Morality, and if the mind of Man will pry into 
dubious Queftions, it can be no more juftifiable or 
valid, than if a Ci^flian Ihould arrogate to himlelf a 
Branch of Judicature in thectommonLaw oiEng- 

Your 8S and 87 Pages Ipeak their Autbor to be af 
true Son of Latitude, you plead therein as much foi 
Judaifin and Mahometanifm as for Chiriftianity •, you* 
make every Man^s Confcience to be ftandard in 
^11 cafe^, for if the Conlcience can never be lb fer 
^rong as to fnake a Man inca|>al>le of beiiig juftified 
by any^ Determination thereof j I. cannot tell but 
there may be found confcientious Jews, and Conici- 
entious Mahometans, and for ought I know to the 
contrary, conlcientious Hotentots : But if all Reli- 
gions are reduced to this level, farwel all ReDgious 
Contefts. The Nonjuring end the publick Churches 
are both Right, if well meaning honeft Perlbns can 
be found <hfer6inv' 

You may endeavour to fling this off as thereftlf 
of the Nori'jutmg Principles, but 'tis purely your 
owii, for if you ,^eny all Church Authority, fuctf 
Confequericc!? infallibly flow.- Your SSfli Page opens 
the Scene, and you tell the Laity in plain terms^ 
that the firft Reformers,' ftdrtt'd to ihfift upon ftch 
Trifles as a regular futccflion Of Glergv^ (which h^ 
the by, is an utter Falfhoody) They reformed upon 
a perfuafion in' ^eir own Minds' of th^ nedeffityof 
departing from the Papift, and yet this very Notidn 
you call in- unchurijhing diie ill' fh«^ prggedin^ Para- 
gtidph, thismhorcJMDg'Prindpte yotf luPve cttttfied 

otf 
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6h to a compkat height in yotir 89 Page, we cannot . 
ivithout renouncin^Cbriftianity ekped Gods Qraces, 
Senedifltions, (Jr. Ablblutions froiti apy Hands but his 
own, nor can wfe piiit the etei-nallfjappiriefs of Man- 
kind in their agreeing on extei^iiai Coiriniunion with 
anf 6he particular fet of Cietgy \^ithout aflrohting 

pod. 4 \ . 

Altho* I have hot declar'd my felf of any parti-^ 

cular Cdmmuriioa hitherto, I do aftiire you, I am 

"sone ilp0h a Wotfb octafion laid before ^le, a Chri-i* 

:/ajii and I hiufl; at ithe fame' time allure ^ou I 
<pu'd forgive the laft cited Pairagrkph from a Jfjap>^ a 
Turk, an Indian ^ Brachman^ to come ijiearer, a Toland^ 
^^ollins^ 6x aiiy one but a.ChriftianBilhop,,undej; 
iht fair i^r^t^eilce of aflerting the Vitals of Religi-* 
on, and the CaUfe of Jefus dhrift, liorefco Referee 
noy you hkVe, ^s far as lay iil your PoWer, made the 
Chriftian Religjion a rpere. Impofture, you have 
^jiade the Church of En^ldnd only the Youngelt 
B^Mghter of Delufiod, arid the Nurfery of Prieft- 
diraft- . .. ^ ;^ 

" For if thd tfejrmfe of Salvation do riot depend up-" 
on any let of M'en, a fet of" Clergy is fo tar unne- 
ceHary, that Salvation may b^ as compleatly ob-, 
tain'd without them •, Pteaching is the only part of. 
their Offfce v\rhich can be uleml to Mankind, and 
tihat no farthet than as it harangues the Pedple into 
a Confideratioh of Religion. 

Adminiftririg the Sacraments is a meire infignifi- 
cant Operation 5 they are no terms of Salvation, 
and confet no Grace, The BlfliopS have no Power 
6f Benedidions, confequently when they Blefs the 
People they Lye in their Hearts, becaufc thfey have, 
rio Power 

But thferi. Sir, yott iire inexcusable iri hot fte-^ 
liouncing a Chatter which has entail'd upon your. 
Itich pretended Powfers^ yoti Was fent forth ^hftri 

« yoti 
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you was Ordain'd Prieft with a Power of Forgiving 
and Retaining Sins, and Aflehrting fuch Power is 
as you (ay Renpupcing Chriftianity, jrbu have al- 
ready Renounce it in Form, by receiving Orders 
in that Church, which in theSefVfce for the Sick 
has repeated the power of Ablolufion ;in' as ftrong 
Terms as Words tail make. * * ; 

/. Our Lord Jefus.Chtiftwhp hath left Power ti 

* his Church to Abfolve all SinnefS who truly Re- 
^ penrand Believe tn him, of his Gr^t ^ercy for- 

* give thee thine Offences, aji.4"by his Atithofit^' 
^ committed to me I Abfolve thee from ajl thV; 
^ SinSj in the Name of the Father, and of thij' 
^ Son, and of the ttpiy Ghoft : There the Ablb- 
lute and Authoritatiyi M of the Prieft is fiilly and 
compleatly exprefs'd, il6'r can I give a better Com- 
ment thereon than Mr* CfejiZw^wnJ^?^ a Man of as 
Candid, Free, Impartial Thought as ever liv'd* 

* * Can any be fo unrealbnable as oiice to ima- 
gine with himielf .that when. our Saviour after 
his Refurreftion, having received, as himftlf faith^ 
all Power, both in Heaven and JE^rth, having led 
Captivity Captive, and came then to beftow 

^^ Gifts upon McUj, yyfhen he, I i^V, iliTacha So- 

* lemn raanper> having grft Breath'd upjon his Dilci-; 
. j)Iesi thereby Conveying and Infinuating the Holy 

Ghoft into their Hearts, Renewed tmtp them, or 
rather Confirm'd unto them andSeal'd tbatGlori9Uf 
Commiflioji which before he had given to ?ctit\ 
fuftaining as it were the Peribri of the whole 
Church, whereby he delegated to' them an Au- 
thority of Binding and Loofing Sins upon Earth, 
with a Promile that the Proceedings in the Court 
of Heaven fhou'd be Regulated by theirs on 
Earth j can any Man, I fay, think fo unworthy 
of our Saviour as to efteem thofe Words of his 
no bcttef than Complement, for Court Holy Wa- 

^ ten* 
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^ tcr. Yet fo Impudent fiave Qur Adverlaries of 
Home been in their Dealings with us> that they have 
dar'd to lay to. our Charge, as if we had fo mean 
a Conceit of the Gift of our Saviour's Keys, tak- 
ing Advantage indeed from the unwary pradice 
or fome Divines, who, out of too forward Zeal 
againft the Church of ^(?w<r, have, bended the Staff 
too much the contrary way, and inftead of taking 
away the Intolerable Burden of Sacramental, Uni- 
verJal necellary Confeffions have leeofi'd to void 
and fruftrate all theUfe andExercife of the K^ys. 

Serm. i. p. loo. 

* Matters again ftanding as you fee they do, fincc 
Chrift for our Benefit and Comfort, hath given 

^ftch Authority to his Minifters, upon your uri- 
feign'd Repentance and Contrition to Abfolve and 
Releale you from your Sins, Why fhou'd I doubt 
or be unwilling to Exhort and Perfwadeyou to 
make the Advantage of fhis Gracious Promife of 
bur Saviourt ? Why fhoifd } envy you the par- 
ticipation of fb Heavenly a Bleffiing? Truly if I 
fhou'd deal thus with you, I fhou'd prove my felf 
a Malicious, Unchriflian, and Malignant Preachef, 
I fhou'd Wickedly and Unjuflly, againft my own 
Confciehce, feek to Defraud you of thofe Glorr- 
ous BlelTmgs which our Saviour hath intended f(Mr 
yoM ib. 
He clofes up afterwards thus. 

* You fee I have dealt honeftly and freely with 
you, it may be more freely than I Ihall be thanked 
for. But I fhou'd have Sinn'd agaiiifb my own Soul, 
if I had done btherwife, I fliotfd have Confjpir'd 
with our Adverfaries of ]^om^ againfl our owa 
Church, in affording theiti fuch an Advantage 
to Blafpheme our molt Holy and Undefifd Re- 
ligion, ffr. 
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I have taken Pains to Recite Ib^mudi from 
Mr. ChilUfigworth^ becaufe I cou'd not find a Word 
that cou'd be fpar'dil conclude,as 'tis to no purpofe 
to cite a multitude of Reformers, becaufe the Com- 
mon Prayer Book teltifies their Opinion, by whon> 
it was Compil'd. You have nothing to plead in 
your behalf, but to find a tolerable Explanation of 
our Blcfled Saviour's Commiffion to forgive Sins 
contrary to ours, and conftquently, condemn the 
Church of ^nglandj or condemn, Chriftianity, but 
.giye me leave. Sir, to Explain what a Scandalous 
Blot you call upon the Church of England in Jlel?- 
^ion to this Charge. ,. . 

She fends forth Priefts with Counterfeit Com- 
.xniffions to Preach Pardon and Peacfe in an Author 
Xitative Manner, in a Cafe in which Ihe has no Au- 
thority-, ftie fends her Sick out of the World with 
ftrong and lying Delu fions, and makes the poor ex-^ 
•piring Wretches at then: laft Gafp giy? their Aflent 
to the mockery of God, and the n^©!^ fcand^lous 
Forgery that ever was, either this Brand is indeli- 
We, or you have been guilty of as great; a Crime 
in traducing that Church, endeavouring to vacate 
or invalidate a CommifGon deriv'd from Cbrjft,:;and 
perfwading Dying Men, to depart without that 
f^iaticumy by which alone they can be $av'd* 

How many Priefts does the former IsfotipuDiama? 
And how many Laity the latter ? ' 

Your n^xt Attack, p. 91, is upon BenediAions, 
which' you iay are diroA Blalphenws •, but you in- 
tirely- piifreprefent the Qiieftion, and then lay a- 
bout you with all your fiiry, to beat down your own 
Shadow, yourepr^fent astbo' thePjrieft: orBifliop 
•pretended to lucft an Ablblute Power of Bleffingi 
tll^t iie ! put it put of God's Power , to reverfe the 
Sentence, whereas Twill be fb confident as. to iay^ 
that np fet cjf Men upon Earth do, or ever did. 



pretend to fucb Power. But you make AbfblutioW 
and Benedidions to be upon the Jame foot. Theif 
are, in your Opinion, alTumingan incontrolablcPowv 
^r over God, and Robbing him of his own ^ where- 
as all that ever was^retended in that Cafe, was no 
more V than that God wou'd ratifie the juft and equal 
Sentences of his Priefts upon Earth, as a Superiour 
ODUrt expefts the Determination of an Inferiour 
one, before it will give a decifive Decree, fb Heaven 
expefts the lame from Below : What occafion ;i§ 
there for the Infallibility of the Prieft. God mky 
fee the Hearts oi both the Prieft and the Peopiej, 
and may be' more willing to fhed^ his Blefling upon 
them, by the Interceffion of the Prieft, than any 
other i for what ever mean Opinions have crept in-^ 
to the World of the Priefthocd, they were ever; 
look'd upon as the peculiar Favorites of Heavdb^ 
and Mediators between God and his People. 

But, Sir, I was heartily griev'd to fee you fall 
upon the Church of England with fo intich FUry a^ 
gain. Are Epifcopal Benediftions only Solemn Mock- 
eries and Horrid Blafphemies ? Are the Benedifti- 
ons in our Common Prayer no better ? I aflure joS 
was 1 in your Place and thought Jo, I wou'd fling m^ 
Mitr6 arid my Crofier away, arid Renounce my BJ- 
Ihoprick, and once more Walk on Foot. 

The Commiffion given to the Apoftle to Remit 
Sins, you have limitted only to the Apoftolick Agc^^ 
even that Power, p. 93. you grant, you cannpr 
ynderftand, and, in the fucceeding, you have te^^ 
duc'd to nothing at all^ you lay, the Words jre-^ 
ferr'd to foraething extraordinary, and ftmernattiral 
in the Apoftles, for the propagation 01 the GDf- 
pel. Iwou'd ask you whether this was only whji^ 
Mr. ChiHingwonh calls a Complement ? Was it cjl-l 
culated only to entice the People to come iiitft 
Chriftianity? This Sfotion is io Vfle, I will riot' 
: . force 



i^ceitnpon you.j but you muft tith^ tiikc it to 
your felf, or run into an Abfiirdity, or a Contra« 
diftion. The Apoftles bad either fomething be-? 
itowVi upon them ifi this Commiflion, or nothing, 
lad they only Authority to deokire, that thole Gc^ 
Forg,ave were Forgiven : This cou'd be no more 
than any other general Topick to Preach upon, 
and was included in their Commiflion to Teach all 
l^ations : Neither will the Words in the Comraiffi-* 
on, iVhcfoever Sins ye Remit are Remittedy bear any 
fach Senle. 

I ask. Whether Men in the Primitive times, and 
liow, in refped to the Forgi venefe of* Sins, are not 
in the fame condition? Whether a^.01d Chriftian 
1700 Years after Chrift, has not as nitieb-ijealbn to 
expe£fc all the benefits of Abfblution, as a Pagan in 
SfcP^sDays^ 

Thus the Queftion ftands, if any thing Benefici- 
al was Conferred by the Apoftolick Abfolutions, if 
nothing, you need not recur to Supernatural Powers 
to iblve the Node. 

If the Qpeftion only remains, that wc prove the 
continuation of fuch Powers with the Succeflbrs of 
thcApoftlesj I anfwer, that Reafon will tell us, 
what Powers continu'd with the Succeflbrs of 
the Apoftles, and what did not \ thofe Powers 
which were in aftertimes equally Necefl»ry for the 
well-being of the Flock of Chrift, undoubtedly 
did continue till after Ages j thole that were not, 
might expire : But till you can prove that out 
conditions of Pardon are upon a different foot, 
than thofe in the Primitive Days^ you cannot prove 
that part of the Apoftolick GommifDon expir'd. 

Neither did all Supernatural Powers expire with 
tl^f Apoftles, we can eafily prove, in TirnJfWs 
time, the Powct of :p^orcifiag Dcvik and Evil Spi- 
rits, was as c6m}n9n ^ s any oiioriPowteijs: of Cfao^i* 

" ftianityj 
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ftianity, 'ti^ merttion'd more than once, hy *fen^^ 
lian^ as (s) particularly in the 33d Chapter of his 
Book, De Anima^ and in his Book De Idololatrla^inhii 
Apology i hkBodk De Corona Mititis J perhaps yoii 
may Ridicule the Story of the Cafting Devils out of 
the Heathen Oracles, but this has been fuflSciently 
Vindicated againft any i)oiribility of Anjfwer, tho*a 
Fmtenelle or Fan Dale ihovCdArife for that End'^ neithaf 
c;^n I fee apy Reafon to conclude, but the iamePow^ 
remains in a true Church at this Day, tho' it has been 
abus'd by the vain pretences of Papifts^who by their 
irregular Pradices have forfeited that Charader. .:. 

:1 wou'd ask how you will prove the Inftitutions of 
the Eucharilt^d Baptifm to have extended to Ages' 
after the Apoftjes^ of this I am very pofitive, what-^ 
ever Methods you take to prove one, will confer 
quentially and effeftually, prove the other. 

You are very lure if you cannot tell what thole 
Words of our Saviour meant, you can tell what 
they did not mean j you are liire they did not coo* 
tradid the Natural Notions of God, and the Te- 
nour of the Gospel : But if you had Hated thef 
Difpute right, <5uv Notions wptfd not have ap^. 
pear'd with fuch a Bugbear Alped as you woq\1 
pretend to make 'em ^ that God Ihou'd oblige hioH 
lelf generally to grant Pardon to none bur thof^ 
who Departed in the Peace of the Church, but te- 
fcrve to himfelf a Dilpenfing Power in Cafes not 
Obvious, Teems to me no more Monftrous and Blat 
phemous than the Sacrament of Baptifm, for yoa 
may thus as well^argue againft That. Can any om 
Imagine that Qod will con&ne himfelf from Saving 

whom: 
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(s) Hanc quoq*, fallaciam Spiritus nequam fub Perfoois <ia> 
fan(^ls delitifcentis, nisi fallor etiam Rebus probamus, dtun ia 
Exorcifcmis interdum, aliquem fe ex Parencibns homineita fvd ' 
ad £riuat, iatecdufliigbducozem tel beftiarium Tire. de'AMin* 



whom he pleales, and relign all thaf PoWer to the 
Prieft in Baptifin, that he (hall Save Perfons ivho is 
hirhfelf fallible Weak and Mortal. • - ' 

^You tell us, The A potties Were moft proper tb 
Ablblve, beca\ift God's Pleafurc was Infallibly Cbm- 
ttiunicated to therti, which amounts to as great a 
Solecifm, as that the Bifhop of Bangor ftiou'd go to 
the Bifhop di Ely to know his oWn Pleafiire, it th^ 
Apoftles oilly declared to God What they bfefoteknew 
(which they certainly muft,ifthfey declared any thing) 
you^tun the Commiffion upon this'ftrain, IVhofoever 
Sins J have Forgiveriy do sou declare to inethey are For^ 
^iven^ which has indeed. Wire-drawn theCommifli- 
on to Ibme piirpofe 5 fuch bandying Scipture is like 
dealing with the Philofopher's Stone ^ the moft 
true and fubftantial Gold is Evaporated in Smokfe; 
and the Shadow is Icarce worth petftiing. 

But you are pleas'd, p. 94. to uttet Ibmewhat 
GOricferning our Saviour, not Altogether pleafing to 
tender Ears, becaufe they contradift his oWn ei-** 
preis Words : For he lays direftly, the Son of Man 
had Power on Earth to Forgive Sins, you fay he 
had not, you endeavour to Explain away his own 
Words into a mere Nothing, for as there is nei- 
ther of two Extreams can be Mediums. The 
Sehfe you put upon his Words eaniiot be tnie, nei- 
ther can the Rule of Language admit any foch In- 
tei-pretation as ydurs v for a Power to Forgive Sins 
cannot be Conftru'd by any Juft Liberty^ a Power 
only to declare Sins are Forgiven •, becaufe, to For- 
give, and to declare FOrglvends are utterly diffe- 
rent in themfclves, and as remotely wide you con* 
fefs, ^s Truth from Blafjphemy. 

You may by this Liberty Explain away Texts of 
Scripture, nor can I underftand how Forgiving. 
Sins can fignifie Releafmg the Man from the Afflidi- 
OA under which he l^boufd, becaufe fuch a FqT'- 

givcefe 
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givnefi of SinS| may as well beioftflsed in aSbme, 
or s^ifdrtby as any one elie : Neither can I imder^ 
Handy that the laying on Hands upon the iSScl^ and . 
Curing them AGraculoufly can come under that 
Notion^ bcauie whether a Man is Cur'd Miraco*' 
loufly, or by the common Powers of Nature, te is 
as much released from the Funiihment of SS% 
whereas taking away Temporal Punilhment is l!hc 
Accidental and not the Neceilary confequence x^ 
Sin *, DmU after a fmcere Repentance for "his Sia 
inNumbering the People, was put to theCfaoij^ 
of Three Calamities, the Sword, the Famine, ^jfid 
the Pefiilence, and the Peftilence accordingly fell 
to his fiiare ^ AUm Sinn'd and Repented, 'but ^ 
Funiihment ftill remains upon his Poftertty* 

I do not wonder after diele bold fteps, to find IB^ 

communication exploded in your s^ Page, aH o- 

ther. Powers of Cbriftiamty are gone, ana If 70H 

liad left that ftanding, your Friends had not }iaia 

you had made ckan Work. All Churdh Powers' 

«i€ by this time compkatly LeveO'd, the Itieftibas 

BO peculiar Charader, he can perform no more is 

Sdcris^ than every Alan can perform by himlelfi 

be cannot Blefs, he cannot Ablblve, nor in ftori^ 

enpy a Privilege whidi the I\feaneft Wretch iniSicr 

Streets cannot claim, liis Habit is a DiMnSioa 

ow'ing to the Favour of the Canons, (CanonslS^ 

liave Im[m>ufly Invaded the Rights of Freebonr 

Sub|e6ts) but you may fee the Prieft as well in 

Cobler's Stalls or Invefted with Bandileers and 

Musket. 

This Notion, I confeis, may be reliihing to ^ixk, 
old Oliverianj who remembers with Regret tiie Re- 
ftoration of King Charles IL he may fancy now Im 
Youthful Bloodreturning with the Time^ ^and \m 
Prieltly Charadcr Reftoi^d to him, his Aged Liioiift 
acquire a ftelh Warijivh juft ready to mount :tbc^ 
Pulpit ' B iiibdl 



